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HE fermott which gave rife to the* 



publication of thefe, having beea 
offered to the world as a fermon .of Yo- 
rick's, I hope the mofl fcrious reader will^ 
.find nothing to offend him, in my continu-** 
mg thefe volumes under the fame title : 
left it fliould be othcrwife, I have added a 
fecond title page, with the real name of 
the author : — the firft will ferve the book-- 
feller^s purpofe; as Yorick's name is poffi- 
bly of -the two the more known ; — and the* 
fecond will eafe the minds of thofe who feo- 
a jefl, and the danger which lurks uudcc-*. 
• ii^. where jqo jell was meant,. 

I SUPPOSE it is needlefs to inform the- 
publick, that the reafon of printing thefe- 
fermous, arifes aUo;^ether from the favour-- 
able reception which the fermon given as* 
a fample of them in Tristram Shakdy 
jDttcx with from the world*— That fermon^' 
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was printed by itielf fomo* years ago, but 

Gould find neitlier purchafers nor reader;, 
fo that I apprehended little hazard from 
a promife I made upon its republication. 
That if . the fermou was liked, thefe 
Ihould be alfo at the world's fervice 
which, to be as good as my word, they are 
Here ; and I pray to God^ they may do it 
the fervice I with. I have little to fay in 
their behalf, except this, thai not one oit 
them was compofed with any thoughts of 

being printed ; they have been hailily 

written, and carry the marks of it along 
with them. This may be no recommen- 
dation ; — I mean* it, however, as fuch : for 
as the fermons turn chiefly upon philan- 
thropy, and thoCe kindred virtues to it, 
upon which hang all the law and the pro- 
phets, 1 truft they will b^ no lefs felt, or 
worfe received, for the evidence they bear 
of proceeding more from the heart than 
the head. I have nothing to add, but that 
the reader, upon old and beaten fubjefts, 
muft not look for many new thoughts,— 
'tis well if he has new language : in three 
or four paiTages, where he. has neither the 
one UOT the other, I have quoted the au^ 
thor I made free with. — There are fomc 
other palFages, where I fufpeft I may have 
taken the fame liberty j~but 'tis only ful- 
M ' ' ^ picion;. 
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picion, for I do not remember it is fo, 
Itherwife I (hoald have reflorcd them to 
their proper owners ; fo that I put it in 
here, more as a general faying^ than from 
a confcioufnefs of having much to anfwer 
for upon that fcore. In this, however, 
and every thing clfe which I offer, or fhall 
offer to the wqrld, I reft, with a heart 
much at eafe, upon the protedion of the 
humane and candid, from whom I have re- 
ceived many ^vours, for which I beg leave 
to return them thanks — thanks. 
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Psalm iv. 5, ^ 



There be mam that fay, Who ^ will Jljew us anf 
good ? ■ ' L ord, lift thou up the light of thy 
countenance upon us. 



THE great purfuit of man, is after ba^pi-^ 
nefs : it is the firft and ftrongeft defire of 
his nature : — in every ftage of his life, 
lie fearches for it, as for hid treafure y~CQurts it 
under a thoiifand different fhapes and, though 
perpetually difappointed— ftill perfifts— -runs after, 
and inquires for it afrefti— afks every paflenger 
who comes, in his way, Who will Jhew him any 
good ? — ^wha will alfift him in the attainment of 
it, or dire£t him to the difcovery of this great 
end of all his wirties ? 

. He is told by one, to fearch for it amongft the 
more gay aad youthful pictures of life, in fcenes^ 
of mirth and fprightlinefs; where happinefs ever 
prefides, and is ever to be known by the joy and 
laughter, which he will jCee, at once, painted ia 
her looks* - 

A leeond, with- a graver aiped, points out to 
the coftly dwellings which pride and extrava- 
gance have ere^led ;-rt€lls the inquirer, that the 
pbje£l he is fai foirch of« . inhabits diere ^-^Hthat 
^ Voju. IV# B happiocfc 
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happinefs lives only in company with the great, 
in the midfl of much pomp and outward ftate :— 
that, lie will cafily find her out by^e coat of ma- 
ny colours (he has pn^ and the great luxury, and 
expence of equipage and furniture, with which . 
Ihe always fits furrounded. 

The mifer blefles Gop ! wonders how any 

one would miflead^ and* wilfully put him upon fo 
wrong a fccnt— convinces him that happinefs and 
extravagance never inhabited under the fame 
ft)of J ■ t hat if he would not be difappointed in 
his fearch, he muft look into the plaia and thrif- 
ty dwelling of the prudent man, who knows and 
underftands the worth of money, and cautioufly 
lays it up againil an eyil hour : that it is not the 
^loftitutioh of wealth uppon die paflions, or the 
parting with it at all, that conftitutes happinefs, 

but that it is the keeping together, and the 

HAVING a{i4 HOLDING it faft to him and his 
taeirs for every ^wbich ate tlie chief attributes that 
form this fpeat idol of human worfliip, to which 
{o much incenfe is offered up every day. 
' The epicure, though he eafily realties fo erofs 
a miftsdte^ yet at the fame time he plunges him^ 
if poffible, into a greater ; for, hearing the ob» 
je£l of his purfuit to be happinefs, and knowing 
of no other happinefs than what is feated imme- 
diatdv in tbe fimfeflh-4ie fends the inq^iferthere ; 
:>---tdasr Kim 'ti.<r in witf to iearch effewhelv fot it, 

than where Nature herfelf has phiced it in 

the indulgej:ice and gratification of the appetitesj 
which are eiven us for that end'r and* in a word^ 
Aix-tf he ymlruk taloel^is opinion in the fhatter — 
he may truft the word of a much wifcr man, 
who has aiTured u&^that there is nothing better 

ir this waAd^ ^km thai «-imb iholdkl eat and 

• * • -^rhik* 

• • ^ • 
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drink, and rejoice in his works, and make his foul 
eujoy goodia labour, for that is his j)ortioii. 
To refcae iAm frosa tbi$ brutal experiment; 



Amlnijon takes btm by the harW, and carries bim 

into the world, — fl\ews him all the kingdoms of 
the earih^ and the glory of theiD^'^points out the 
many ways of advancing bis fottunei and raifing 
bimielf to honour,— ^lays before bis eyes all. 
the charms and bewitching temptations of pov/er^, 
auid afks if there can be .any happinefis in this 
world like that of being careffi*d, courted, flat* 
tered and followed ? 

To clofe all, the philofopher r:-:eeis him bufl- 
ling in the full career of this piirfuit~ilops4iin)^ 
«-*tells bim^ if he is in fearch of happinefsj he h 
£tr gone out of bis way. 

That this deity has long been baniflicd from 
noife and tumults, where there was no refl found 
{or ber, and. was fled into iblitude, fsn* from viJh 
commerce of the world ; and, in a word, if be* 
would fmd her, he miifl leave this bufy and in- 
triguing fceue, and go back to that peaceful fcene 
of retirement and books, from which be at fiiit 
iet out. . 

In this circle too often docs man run ; tries all 
experiments, and generally fits down weary and 
dtfiatiisfiod with them all at Iaft~in utter defpair 
of -ever accomplifhing what be watits-^or know-i> 
ing what to trull to, after fo many difappoint- 
xuents,. or w^here to lay the fault; whether in the 
incapachy of his own nature, or the infufficicn** 
cy of the enjoyments tbemfeWes. 

In this uncertain and perplexed Jlate— with*, 
out knowledge which way to turn, or where to 
betake ourfclves for ref ugc~fo often abufod and 
4eceiv^ by the many who pretend thus to fhew 

B 2 us 
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US any good — Lord ! fays the pfalmift, lift up 
the light of thy countenance upon us. Send us 
fome rays of thy grace and heavenly wifdom^ in 
this benighted fearch after hnppinefs, to dire£t us 
fafely to it. O God ! let us not wander for ever 
without a guide in this dark region, in endlcfs 
purfuit of our miftaken good ; but enlighten our 
eyes, that we fleep not in death—open to them 
the comforts of thy holy word and religion — lift 
up the light of thy countenance upon us — and 
.make us know the joy and fatisfa£lion of living 
m the true faith and fear of^ Thee, which only 
can carry us to this haven of reft where we would 
be — that fure haven, where true joys are to be 
foundj which will at length not only anfwer all 
our expectations — but fatisfy the moft unbounded 
of our wifhes for ever and ever. 

The words thus opened, naturally reduce the 
remaining part of the difcourfe under two beads 
—The firft part of the verfe— " there be many 

that fiiy, who will fhew us any good?**— To 
make forne retlcclions upon the infufficiency of 
moft of our enjoyments towards the attainment 
of happinefs> upon fome of the moil received 
|ilans on which 'tis generally foupht. 

The examination of which will lead us up to 
the fourcc, and true fecret of all happinefs, fug- 
gefted to us in the lattef part of the verf c 
•* Lord! lift thou up the light orf thy counte- 

nance upon us." — Th:u there can be no real 
happinefs without religion and virtue, and the 
afliitance of God's grace and Holy Spirit to di- 
reft our lives in the true purfuit of it. 

Let us inquire into the difappointnients of hu- 
man happinefs, on lomeof the moft received plans 
pn which it is generally fought for and expe6\ed^ 
by the bulk of mankind. 

There 
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• There is hardly any fiibjeft more exhaufted, 
or which, at one time or other, has afForded more 
aiatter for argument and declaUiattoni 'thatfi this 
one, of the infufficiency of our enjoyments* 
Scarce a reformed fenfualift, from Solomon down 
to our own days, who has not, in forae Ets of 
repentance or difappmntment , uttered ibme fharp 
rdle^en upoft the emptinef» ef hufisan pleafure, . 
and of the vanity of vanities which difcovers it-^ 
felf in all the purfuils of mortal man*— JBut the 
mifchief bas been, that though fo many good 
things have been laid, they have generally had - ^ 
the fate to be confidered either as the overflow- 
ings of difgufl: from fated appetites, which could . 
no longer relilh the pleafures of life, or as the 
dedamatorv opinions of reclofe and fplenetick 
men, who had never tafled them at all, and, con-*- 
fequently, were thought no judges of the matter. 
So that 'tis no great wonder, if the greateft part 
ef fuch reflefkions, however juft m theinfelvie65 
and founded on truth,' and a knowledge of the 
world, are found to leave little impreiTion, where 
the imagination was already heated with great ex- 
pectations of future happineft ;.and that the beft 
leftures that have been read- upon the vanity of 
the world, fo feldom flop a man in the piirfuit/of 
the obje(Sl of his defire, or give him haU the con- 
▼i£^n tbat the poflefikm of it. will) md what 

• ' the experience of his own life, or a careful oh- 
fervatlon upon the life of others, do ^at length ge* . 

; ^ neraliy con&rm to us all. 

Lec us endeavour, then, to try the caufe titpon 
this iflue y and, inftead of recurring to the com- 
mon arguments, or taking any one's word in the 
cafe, let us truft to matter of fad: 5 and if, upon 
inquiry, it appears, that tbe alliens off n^iikind^ 

B ^ arcj 
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are 'not to be accoimted for upon any other pfin- 
ciple, but tills of the iniulliciency of our enjoy- 
iiicnts, 'twill go farther towards the eftablifliment 
of the truth of this part of the difcourfe, than a ^ 
thoufand fpeculative arguments which might be 
otrered upon the occafion. 

NoW) if we take a furvey of the life of man, 
Irom the time he is come to reafpn, to the lateft 
decline of it in old age — ^wc fhall find him enga- 
ged, and e;cnerAlly hurried on in fuch a fuccellion 
of dilierent purfuits, and different opinions of 
things, through the different ftages of his life— • 
as will admit of no explication but this, that he 
finds no reil for tlie folc of his foot, on any, of the 
plans where he has been led to cxpe^i it. 

The moment he is got loofe from tutors and 
governors, and is lefttojudo^e for himfelf, and 

purfue this fcheme his own way his firll 

thoughts i:re generally full of the mighty haj)pi- 
nefs vrhich he is going to enter upon, from the 
free ejoymcnt of the plcafures in which h^ fee^ 
pthers of his age and fortune engaged. 

Ill confequence of this take notice^ how 

his imaginacion is caught by every glittering ap* 
pearance that flatters this expectation — -ofa£^r?« 
what impreCions are made upon his fenfes, by 

diverlions^ mulick, drefs and beauty and how 

his fpirits are upon the wing, flying in purfuit of 
them ; that, you. wouM thinkj» he could neve? 
have enougli. 

Leave him to himfelf a few years, till the 
~edge of appetite is worn down — and you will 
fcatce know him again. You will find him en<r 
tered into engagements, and fetting up for a man 
qf bufinefs and conduft, talking of no other hap- 
pia^& but, what centers iu projetis of making th^ 
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irioft of this world 9 and providing for his cbil<- 

drcn, and cbildrens children after them. £xa^ 
mine his notions, he will tell you, that the gayer 
pleafiures of yputh, are fit only for tbofe who 
know sot how to difpofe of themfelves and time 
to better advantage. That, however fair and pro- 
inifing they might appear to a man unpradtifed 
in them— they were no better than a life of folly 
and impeninence ; and fo far from anfwering 
your expeftation ol happinefe, 'twas well if you 
efcaped without pain. — That in every experiment 
he bad tried, he had found more bitter than 
fweet I and for .the little pleafurc one could lhatch 
—it too often left a terrible fting behind it : be- 
fides, did the balance ly on the other fide, he 
•would tell you, there could be no true fati&fa4^ioa> 
•where a life runs on in fo giddy a cirde^ out d 
which a wife man (hould extricate liimfelf as foon • 
as he can, that he may begin to look forwards. 
—That it becomes a man of character and con* 
lequence to lay afide childiih things, to take care 
of his interefts, to eftabliflt the fortune of his fa- 
mil y, and place it out of want and dependence : 
and, in a word, if there is fuch a thing as happi- 
nefs upon earth, it muft confift in the accom- 
plifhment of this; wd, for bis own part, if God 
fhould profper his endeavours, fo as to be worth 
fuch a fum, or to be able to bring fuch a point 
to bear — ^he fhall be one of the ha pp led of the 
fons of men— In full aflurance of this, on he 

diiulges plots contrives rifes early — late 

takes reft, and eats the bread of carefulncfs ; till 
a^ length, by hai;d labour atid perfevernnce, he 
bas reached, if not outgone, the objedl: he had 
firft in view. — When he has got thus far — if he 
ii a. plain and fiiicere. man, he will Qiake no ' 

fcruple^ 
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fcrupk to acknowled^ truly, what alteration he 
has found in himlllf — if you alk him — he will 
tell you, that his icnagination painted fomething 
before his cyee^ the reality 9f which he has not 
yet attained to: that with all the accunuilation 
of his wealth, he neither lives the merrier, flceps 
the founder^ or has lefs care and anxiety upon his 
fpirits, tban-atliift firft fctrnif^ out. 
. Perhaps, yo«?H&y, fome dignity, honour, or 
title only is wanting — Oh ! could I accomplifh 
that, as there would be nothing left then for me 
to wtAi, good God 1 how happy fliould i be? 
*Tis ffill Iht fame— the dignity or title~though 

they crown his head with honour add not 

one cubit to bis happinefs. Upon fumming up the 
account, all, all is found 4:o^*feat^ merely in 
the iniagtnation~rhe fafter he has purfued, the 
f^fl^r the phantom fled before him ; and, to ufe 
the Satyrifl's comparifon of the chaiiotrwheels— 
faafte a» they will, they nuift forever keep the. 
fame dtftanoe. 

• But what ? though I have been thus far difap- 
pointed jin my expeftations of happinels from the 
pofieilion' of riches—" Let me try, whether I 
^ fhall not meet with it, in the fpoiding and 
•* fafhionable enjoyment of them." 

Behold! I will /get me down, and make me 
great works, and buHd me houfes, and plant me 
vineyards, and make me gardens and pools of 
water. And I will get nic fcrvants and maidens, 
and whatfoever my eyes. deOre, I will not keep 
from. them. 

< In profecutiott of this-— he drops all painful pur* 

fuits — withdraws himfelf from the bufy part of 

the world realizes pulls down builds up 

8igai|i# M l Buys flatucSj piftures— plants-?— find 
^ , \ plucks 
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plucks up by the* roots — levels mountains — and 
fills up valiies — turns rivers into dry ground, and 
dry ground into rivers.^— £>ays unto this, rmn, Goj 
and he goeth ; and unto anotlier, Do this, and Ym 
docth it; — and whatfoercr his foul lufteth after of 
this kind, he withholds not from it. When 
every thing is thus planned by himfelf, and exe* 
cuted according to his wifh and diredion, furely. 
he is arrived to the accomplifbment of his wifhes, 
and has got lo the fummit of all human hnppi- 
ncfs ? — Let the moft fortunate adventurers in thit 
vay anfwer the queftion for him, and fay— how 
often it rifes higher than a bare and fimple 
amufement — and well, if you can compound for 
that — (mce 'tis often purchafed at fo high a price, 
and fo foured by a mixture of other incidental 
vexations, as to become too often a work of re* 
pentance, which in the end will extort the fame 
forrowful confeiTion from him, which it did fsom 
Solomon in the like cafe — Lo \ 1 looked^ on all 
the works -that my hands had wrought, and on 
the labour that I had laboured to do — and behold' 
all was vanity and vexation of fpirit — and there 
Was no profit to me under the fun. 

To inflame this account the mtorc— 'twill be 
no mir^ale if, upon cafting it up, he has gone 
father lengths than he fiirft intended, run into 
expences which have entangled his forttoCi and 
brought himfelf into fuch difficulties as to make 
way for the laft experiment he can try — and that 
is to turn mifer, with no happinefs in view but 
what is to rife out of the little defigns of a fordid 
mind, fet upon faving and fcr^ping up, all he has 
injudicioufly fpcnt. 

In this lail flage — ^behold him a poor trembling 
wretch^ Ihut up from all mankind — finking into 

utter 
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Utter contempt ; rpendtiig ewefiil days and flcqK> 
lefs nights, in purfuit of what a narrow and con- 
tracted heart can never enjoy :~And let us here 
leave him to the convi^on ne will one day find 
^That' there is no end of his labour— That his 
eyes will never be fatisfied with riches, or will f.iy 
•—For whom do I labour and bereave mylelf of 
jeft ? — i bis is alfo a fore travel. 
' I believe this is no uncommon pidure of the 
difappointments of human life — and the manner 
our plealures and enjoyments flip from under us 
in every ftage of our life. And though I would 
fiot be thought by it, as if 1 was denying the 
reality of pleafurcs, or difputlng the being of 
them^ any more than one would the reality of 
pain— -yet I muft obfervc on this head, that there 
is a plain diftin£iion to be made bistwixt pleafure 
^md happinefs. For tho' there can be no happi- 

.tieiji without pleafure yet the converfe of the 

propofition will not hold true. — We are fo made^ 
that f 0om the common gratifications of our appe* 
tites, and the imprefTions of a thoufimd objects, 
we fnatch the one, like a tranGent gleam, with- 
out being fuilered to tafte the other^ and enjoy 
that perpetual fun^lhine and fair weather which 
conftimtly attend it. This, I contend, is only to 
he found in religion — in the confcioufnefs of virtue 
<md the fure and certain hopes of a better life, 
which brightens all our profpe£ts, and leaves no 
room to dread difappointments— becaufe the ex- ^ 
|5eclation of it is built upon a rock, whofe foun- 
dations are as deep as thofe of heaven and bell. 

And*tho' in our pilgrimage through this world 
— ^fome of us may be fo fortunate as to meet with - 
fome clear fountains by the wav, that may cool, 
ior a few moments, the heat of this great thiril: 

of ^ 

• • • 
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of happmefs — ^yet our Saviour, who knew the 
worlds tho' he enjoyed but little of it^ teUs 
that whofoever drinketh of this water will thirft 
again : — and we all find by experience it is fo, 
and by reafon that it always- muft be |b. 

I conclude witn a fliort obfervation upon Scio* 
' nion*^ evidence in this cafe. 

Never did the bufy brain of a lean and he£lic 
chymiit fearch for the philofopher's Aone with 
more pains and ardour than this great man did af« 
tcr happinefs— — -He was one of the wifeft in- 
quirers into nature — had tried all her powers and 
capacities^ and after a thoufand vain {peculations 
\\ and vile experiments, he affirmed, at length, it 
lay hid in no one thing he had tried— like the 
. chymic's projeftions, aH had ended in fmoke, or, 
what was worfe, in vanity and vexation of fpirit: 
—the conclufion of the whole matter was thi&~ 
that he advifes every man who would be happy, 
to fear God and keep his commaudn^ents. 
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ECCLESIASTES VII. 2, 3* 

J3f better go to the haufe of monmingy than t$ 

the houje of feqfling*^ 



THAT I deny— .But let us hear the wuC 
jnan's peafoning upon it— that is the 

4ml of all mefiy and the living will it to hivS 
heart : forroiv is better than laughter f or a 
cnick'd-brain'd order of Carthufian monkst I 
gnmt, hut Dot4or men of the world.-«-*For what 
purpofe, do you imagine, has God made us f 
for the focial fwects of the welUwatercd vallies 
^bereihe has planted us, cht for the dry and dif<- 
mad deferts of a Sierra Mvrena t are the fad ac«- 
cidents of life, and the uncheary hours which per- 
petually overtake us^ are they not enough, hut 
we muft ially forth in ^neil of them — belie our 
•wa hearts, and fay, as your text would have us^ 
that they are better tlian thofe of joy ? did the 
Beft of Beings fend us into the world for this end 
- ' t o go weeping through it,— to vex and 
frorten a life, (hort and vexations enough already ? ' 
do you think, my good preacher, that he who is 
infinitelv happy, can envy us our enjoyments? or 
that a being fo infinitely kind would grudge a 
flDkoumfol traveller the fliort reft and refreihments 
neccflary to fupport his fpirits thro* the ftages of 
a weary pilgrimage ? or that be would call him to 

C 2 a feveia 
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a fevere reckoning, becaufe in his way he had 
haftily fnatched^at fome little fugacious pleafures, 

merely to fwecten his uncafv journey of Hie, and 
reconcile him to the ruggednefs of the road, and 
thv many hard joftlings' he is furc to meet with i 
Confider, I befeech you, what provifion and 
accommodation, the Author of our being has pre- 
pared for us, that we might not go on our way 
foriowing — how many caravanfaras of reft — ^what 
powers and faculties he has given us for taking it 
—what apt objefts he has placed in our way to 
entertain us ; — Ibme of which he has made fo fair, 
fo exquiiitely fitted for this end^ that they have 
power over us for a time to charm away the fenfe 
of pain, chcar up the dejefted heart under po- 
verty and Ccknefs, and make it go an4 remember 
its miferies no more. 

1 will not contend,- at prefent^ againft this, 
rhetoric 5 I would chufe rather, for a moment, 
to go on with the allegory, and fay we are tra- 
vellers, and, in the moll afiediing fenfe of that 
idea, that like travellers, though upon bufinels 
of the laft and neareft concern to us, may furcly 
be allowed to anuife ourfelves with the natural or 
artificial beauties of the country we are paiTing 
through, without reproach of forgetting the main 
errand we are fent upoii ; and if we ean fo order 
it, as not to be led out of the way, by the va- 
riety of profpecLs, edifices, and ruins which fo- 
licit us, it would be a nonfenfical piece x>f faint*, 
errantry to Ihut our eyes. 

But let us not lofe fight of the argument, in 
purfuit of the limile. 

Let us remember, various as our excurfions 
are,~-— that we -have ftill fet our faces* towards 
Jerufalem — that we have a place of reft and hap- 

pinefs, 
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ptfiefs, towtuds which' we liaften, laind that the 

Y^ay to get there, is not fo much to pleafe our 
hearts, as to improve them in virtue ^ — that mirth: > 
and feafting are ufually no friends to achieve^* 
ments of this kind— 4>iit that a feafon of affli^^ioH; ' 
is in fome fort a feafon of piety— —not only be- 
caufe our fufFerings are apt to put us in mind of 
our fins, but that by the check and interruption* 
n^iich they give to our purfuits, they alhiw 
what the hurry and buftle of the world too often 
deny us, — ^and that is, a iittie time for refie£lion, 
which is all that moft of us want to make us wifer 
and better men ;-^faat at ecltaia. times it is & 
neceflary a man's mind fhouldbe turned towards 
itfelf, that rather than want occafions, he had 
better purchafe them at the expence of bis prefent 
happinefii — he had better, as die text exprefles. 
it, go to the . houfe of tnournifig^ where he will 
meet with fomething to fubdue his paffions, than 
to the houfe of feafling, where the joy and gaiety 
of the place is likely to excite iKoti T hat 
whereas the enteltainnif nt» and earefies of the 
one place, expofe his heart, and lay it open to 
temptations — the forrows of the other defend it,^ 
and .a» naturally fliut them^from itl^ So ftrange^ 
and nnaccountabte a creature is man ! he ia.fa 
framed, that he cannot but purfue happinefs— 
and yet,. unJefs he is made fometimes miferable,, 
how apt is he -to miftake the way which can only 
kad him to the accom^iihnient of hit owa 
•willies I 

This is the full force of the wife's man decla- 
lation— But to do further juilice to his words, .i 
will endeavonr to bring the fubjed ftiU nearer.-*--^ 

For which purpofe, it will be neceflary to flop 
here, and take a tranfient view of the two places 

C 3 hece 
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here rclcrrcd to, — the houfe of Mourning, anrf 
the houfe of Feaftiiig*— Give me leave therefore, 
I befeech you, to recal both of them for a mo^ ' 
inciit to your imaginations, that from tiicnce I 
may appeal to your hearts, how faithfully, and 
upon what grounds, the teiteds and natursd ope«- 
rations of each upon our minda are intimated in 
the text. 

. And firft, let us look Into the houfe of Fealling. 

And here, to he as fair and candid as ^oijrble > 
in the defcription of this, we will not take it from 
the worll originals, fiuh as arc opened merely for 
the fale of virtue, and fo calculated for tie end, 
that the difguifeeach is under, not only gives power 
fafely to drive on the bargain, but fafely to cajrry 
it into execution too. 

This, we. will not fuppofe to be the cafe — nor 
let us even imagine, the houfe of feafting, to.be^ 
fuqh a fcene of intemperance and exceis^ as the 
houfe of feafting does often exhibit but let us 
take it from one, as little exceptionable as we 
can — ^whcre there is, or at leail appears nothing 
really criminal-^i^t where eyery thing feema to 
be kept within the viable bounds of moderatioa 

a^id fobricty. 

Imagine then fuch a. houfe of feailing, where». 
.either oy confentor invitation^ a number of each 
fex is 'drawn together, for no other purpofc but 

the enjoyment and mutual entertainment of each 
other, which we will fuppofe fliali arifc from no 
other pleafures but what cuflom authorifes, and 
.religion does not abfolutely forbid. 

Before we enter — let us examine, what mufl: 
be the fentiments of each imlividual previous to 
. hi$ arrival ; and we ihall find, that however they 
ms^y. difter from one another in tempers and 

opinions^ 

• * 
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*opinioii8» tliat every one feemS'te agree is thi«^-— 

That as he is going to a houfe dedicated to joy and 
mirth, it was lit he fliould diveft himfclf of vhat- 

.evcr was likely to contradi6l that intention, or be 
inconfiltent nritb it-— That^ for this purpofe, he h^ 
left his cares^his ferious thoughts*-and his mo- 
ral reflections behind him, and was come forth 
from home i^ith only fucb difpofitipns and gaiety 
of heart as fuited the occafion^ and promoted the 
intended mirth and jollity of the p]ace.-^W!tti this 
preparation of mind, v hich is as little as can be 
fuppofed, iince it will amount to no more tlian a ' 
deiire in each to render hioilelf an acceptable gueft, ( 
~4et us concdve tbein entering into* the houfe of 
Feafling, with hearts fet loofe from grave reftraints, 
and open to the expe&ations of receiving pleafure. 

, It is not neceifafy, as I pi'emifedy to bring intem- 
perance into this fcene— K)r to fuppofe fudi an ex- 
cefs in the gratification of the appetites, as (hail 
ferment the blood, and fet the defires in a flame: — 
l»ct us admit no more of it, therefore, than wiH 
gently ftir them^ and fit them ibr the impreiEimSj 
which fo benevolent a commerce will naturally 
excite. In this difpofition, thus wrought upon 
before-hand, and already improved to this purpofe, 

. — take notice how mecnanically the thoughts and 
fpirits rife— how foon, and infenfibly, they arc got 
above the pitch and firfl bounds which cooler hours 
would have marked- 

When the gay and Imiling afpe£^ of things has 
begun to leave the paflages to a man's heart thus 
thoughtlefly unguarded — when kind and careffing 
looks of every objei^ without, that can flatter his 

. fenfes, have confpired with the enemy within, to 

'betray him, and put him off his defence^when 
mufick^ likewife^ has lent her aid^ and tried ber 

power 
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power opon his poiffiom)— •when the voice of fin g^^ 

ing-men, and the voice of finging-women, with 
the found of the viol and the lute, have broke in? 
upion his foul, and, in fome tender notes, hare ; 
touched the fecret fprings of rapture-^that moment 
let us diflcd and look into hi« heart — fee kow- 
vain ! how weak ! how empty a thing it is ! Look 
through its'feveral recefles,^ — thofe pure manfions; 
fdrm^ for the reception of innocence and viirtnte* 
■ ■ ■ fa d fpedaclc! Behold thofe fair inhabitants 
now difpoficired — turned out of tht ir facred dwell- 
ings, to make room — ^for what?— at the bed, for 
levity and indifcretion-^perhaps for folk^t mar 
be, for more impwe gtiefts, which pc^hly, in ny 
general a riot of the mind and fenfes, may take 
occafion to enter unfufpe^ted at the fame time* 

In a fcene and difpofition thus defcrifaed^-^n* 
the moft cautious fay-^Thus far fhaU my defires . 
go— —and no farther ? or will the cooleft and. 
moft circumfpe<3: fay, when pleafure has taken 
' liiil pofleifion of his hearti that no thought nor 
purpofe fhall arife there, whick he would have 
concealed ? — In thofe loofe and unguarded mo- 
ments, the itnagination is not always at command 

*in fpite of reafon and reile£tion, it will forci* 
fcly carry him fometimes whither he would not — 
like the unclean fpirit, in the parent's fad defcrip- 
tion of his child's cafe, which took him, and oft- 
times caft him into the fire to deftroy him; andf. 
wherefeever it taketh him, it teareth him, and 
hardly departeth from him. 

But this, youHl fay, is the worft account of 
what the mind may fuffer here. 

Why may we not make more favourable fup- 
pofitions? — that numbers, by exercife and cuftom 
\o fuch encounters^ karn gradually to defpife 

and 
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and triumph over them ;<^---*tfi«t Ac minds of* 

many are not fo fufceptible of warm impreffions, 
or fo badly fortified againft them, that pleafure 
ihould ealily corrupt or foften them ;r-*-that it 
would be hsurd to fuppofe/of the great mnltittsdes 
which daily throng and prcls into this houfe of 
Feafting, but that numbers come out of it again, 
with all the irinocence with which they entered^ 
—and that if both fexe8 are inclttded in the com-* 
putation, what fair examples fhali we fee of many 
of fo pure and chafte a turn of mind — that the 
houfe of fealiing, with all its charms and temp- 
tations, was never able to excite a thought, or 
awaken an inclination, which virtue need tobluih 
at — or which the mod fcrupulous confcience might 
not fupport. God forbid we fhould fay other- 
wife :*-43o doubt, nira^bers of all ages elcape un- 
hurt, and get off this dangerous lea without (hip* 
wreck. Yet, are they not to be reckoned amongft 

the more fcfxtunatc adventurers? and though 

one would not ablblutely prohibit the attempt, or 
be fo cynical as to condemn every one who tries 
^ it, fince there arc fo many, I fuppofe, who can- 
not well do otherwife, and whole condition and 
fituation in life unavoidably force them* upon it-~ 
yet we may be allowed to defcribe this fair and 
flattering coaR — we may point out the unfufpedl- 
ed dangers of it, and warn the unwary paflenger, 
where they ly. We may fliew him what ha^ 
zards his youth and inexperience will run> how 
little he can gain by the venture, and how much 
wifer and better it would be fns is implied in the 
text) to feek occaiions rather to improve his 
little ftock of virtue, than incautioufly txpftk it 
to fo unequal a chance, where the beft. he can 
hope is to return fafc \vith what treafure he car- 
out—but where, probably, he may be fo un- 

fortunate^i 
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fortunate^ as tirlafe it all— be kft himfdf, and 
imdooefbr ercr. 

Thus much for the houfe of Fcafling, which, 
hv the way, though generally open at other times 
of the ^eir throiq^faoiit the world, is fuppofed, ia 
Chriftian countries, now erery where to uni* 
verfally fhut up. And, in truth, I have been more 
full in my cautions againft it, not only as reafoa 
requires, — ^but in reverence to this feafon *, where- 
in our church cksl&s a more particular forbear- 
ance and felf-dcnial in this point, and thereby adds 
to the reftraints upon plealiire and entertainments 
which this reprefentation of things has fuggeited 
againft them already. 

Here then, let us turn afide from this pay 
fcene; and fuffer me to take you with me for a 
fnomentf^ to one much fitter for your meditation. 
Let vs go intp die hcmfe of Mourning, made fo- 
by fuch aiFiicrions as have been brought in, mere* 
ly by the common crofs accidents apd difafters t6- 
which our condition is expofed, where, per- 
haps, the aged parents fit broken-hearted, pierced 
to their fouls, with the folly and indifcretion of a 
thanklefs child — the child of their prayers, in 
whom all their hopes and expe^ations centered: 
•--perhaps a more affe^Hng fcene— a virtuous fa-* 
mily lying pinched with want, where the imfor-- 
tunate fupport of it, having long ftruegled with 
a train of misfortunes, and bravely fought up. 
agMnft them—is now piteouily bom down at the- 
]aft«-«o?erwhelmed with a cruel blow which no. 
forecaft or frugality could have prevented, — O- 
God! look upon his afflictions — Behold him dif- 
tra£led with manv forrowSf furrounded with the 
tender pledges of his love, and the partner of his 
C4fes — without biead to give them, — unable, from 

the. 
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ic romembcaiuQe of bstter. daKa» to dig^to 

"Wlien we enter imto the houfe of Mourning 

ach as this — it is impofTible to infultthe unfor- 
iinate even with an impcopfix look — ^Under whaN 
:ver levity^ and di&pation of heart fvch obje^ ' 
:at€li: cmr eyes^ — they catch Hkewife our attctt* 
lions,— co] left and call home our fcattered 
tboughts^ and exercife them with wifdom. A 
tran&ent fceae of dtilrelky fuch as is here Iketchedj 
how foDXi does it fumifli matcriak to fet the mind 
at work ? how neceffarily does it engage it to the 
confideration of the miferies and misfortu^^ the 
dangers and calamities to which the life of man is; 
fubjed. Bf holding up fitch a ghft before it, it 
forces the mind to fee and refleft upon the va-* t 
nity,- — the periftiing condition and uncertain te- 
nure of every thing in this world. From re* 
fte^tioos of tnis ferious caft, how infimiiUy do 

the thoughts carry us farther ? and from con- 

fidering, what we are — what kind of world we 
live in, and what evils befal us in it^ bow na- 
turally do they fet us to look forwards at what pof* 
. fibly we fiiall be? — for what kind of world we ; 
are intended — what evils may befal us there — \ 
and what provifion we ihouid make againft them * ' 
berei whilft we have time aiid c^portunityi \ 

If thefe teflbns are fo infeparable from the 
houfe of Mourning here fuppoied — we lhall find 
it a (till more.inftrutlive Ichool of wiidpm, when 
we tabe a view of the plaee in thai inore affe^ing 
light to which die wife man feems to confine it in , 
• the text in which, by the houfe of Mourning, I 

believe> he mems that particular icene of forrpw 
wbese there is kmeototiwr and mourning for the 

' \ - , . , T urn 
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Turn in hither, I bcfeech yoUf for a moment* 
Behold a dead man ready to be carried out^ the 
only fon of his mother, and fhe a widow. Per- 
haps a more afi'efting fpeclacle — a kind and indul- 
gent father of a numerous family, lies breathlels 



lOf 



a difconfolate wife. 

Behold much people of the city gathered to- 
gether to mix their tears, with fettled forrow in 
their looks, going heavily along to the houfe of 
Mourning, to perform that lad melancholy office, 
which, when the debt of nature is paid, we are 
called upon to pay each other. ^ 

If this fad bccafion which leads him there, has 
not done it already, take notice, to what a ferious 
and devout frame of mind every man is reduced, 
the moment he enters this gate of affli£lion. The 
buiy and fluttering fpirits, which in the houfe of 
Mirth were wont to transport him from one di- 
verting objeft to another — fee how they are fal- 
kn ! how peaceably they are laid i in this gloomy 
manflon, full of ihades and uncomfortable d^mpto, 
.to feize the foul — fee, the light and eafy h^art, 
which never knew what it was to think before, 
how pcufive it is now, how foft, how fufcep- 
tible, bow full of religions imprelfions, how 
deeply it is fmitten with a fenfe, and with a love 
of virtue. Could we, in this crilis, whilft this 
empire of reafon and religion ialts,-and the heart 
is thus exercifed with wifdom, and buiied with 
heavenly contemplations-— could we fee it naked as 
it is dripped of all its paffions, unfpotted by the 
world, and regardlefs of its pleafures — we might 
then fafely reft our caufe upon this finele evidence, 
and appeal to the moft fenfual, whether Solomon 
has not made a juft determination hcre^ ia favour 

of 
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the lioufe of Mourning? — -not for its own 
:e, but as it is fruitful in virtue, and becomes 
: occafion of fo much good^Without this ehd, 
To'Wy I own has no ufe, but to (horten a man's 
fs — nor can gravity, with all its ftudied folem- 
y of look and caniage, fcrve any end, but to 
lice one -half of the world merry, and impofe 
on the othen 

Confider what has been faid, and may God 
his mercy blefs jou. Amen. 

* 
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Luke z. 36) 37* - - 

Jf^hich neno of thefe three ^ tUftke/t iiou^ .was fteigi^^ 

hour unto him that fell amongjl the thieves - 
Jlnd he Jaid^ He that Jhe*wed mercy on h 'ttiu. 
^hen fatd Jejus unto himyr^Ot, and do.thou^t 

- "V 

I N the forecj^olng verfes of this chapter, the : 
Evangeli A rtlMtes, ihat a certain lawyer iloodi 

• up and tempted Jesus,- fayin^i Mafti^r, what: ^ 
ihall I do to inherit eternal life ?— To which in—- ^ 
quiry, our Sa.viour, ns liis manner was, wheii : 

any enfnaring qucttion was put to him, .which he 
faw proceedt^d mcwc- from- a . defigii<to. entangle • 
him, than- an honeft view of getting infornriation • 

• — inftead of giving a dirc£l anfwer, which might; ^ 
afford a.handk to malice, or at beil lerve only to > 
gratify;, am impertinent humour — ^he immediately ^ 
retorts- the queftioni upon the rtian. who afked it, . 

and unavoidably puts bim upon the ncceflity of : 
* anfwering himfdt : — and as, in the prefcxit cafe, , 
the particular^ ptofeflion' of the inquirer, ^and his s 
Ttippbfed general knowledge of all othfer branches j 
of learning, left no room to fufpeft he could be : 
ignorant of the true anfwer to his queltion, and 
efpeciaily of what . every one knew was delivered 
upon that head by thfeir ♦ great Legiflator, our ; 
Saviour, ^theiefpre, refers him to his own me-. 

• li 
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Riory of what he had found there in the coiirfe 
of his fliidies — What is written in the law ? liow 
r^adeft thou ? Upon which the inquirer, recit- 
ing the general heads of our duty to God and*. 
Man, as delivered in the i8th of Leviticus, and 
the 6th of . Deuteronomy, — namely — ^hat nue 

Jf)Ould worjbip the Lord our God nuith all our hearts 
and love our neighbours as ourfelves : our bleiTed 
Saviour tells him, he had anfwered right, and 
if he fo]|nvvccl that lefion, he could not fail of 
the bleilinir he fee med defirous to inherit. — This, 
do^ and tbpu Jhalt live* 

But he, as the context tells us, willing to jufti- 
fy himft^lf — willing poffibly to gain more credit 
in the conference, or hoping, perhaps, to hear 
fucb a partial and narrow definition of the woixi 
fieighhour as would fuit his own principles^ and 
juilify fome particular oppiefTions of his own, or 
thofe of which his whole order lay under an ac^ 
culation — fays unto Jesus, in the 20th verfe— • 
And who is my neighiour f Though tne demand, 
at firfl fi^ht, may feem utterly trilling, yet was it 
far from being fo in fact. For. according as you 
underllood the tenm in a more or a lefs reftrained 

' fenfe— it produced many neceflary variations in. 

the duties you owed froni that relation. Our 

bleflcd Saviour, to recliiy any partial and peri* 
nicious miftake in this matter, and place, at.once^. 
this duty of th« love of out neighbour upon its: 
true bottom of philanthropy and univerfal kind- 
nefs,. makes anfwer to the propofed. queftion, not 
T>y any far-fetched refinement from* the fchools of 
the Rabbles, Mdiich: might have fooner filenced 
than convinced the man — but by a direft appeal 
fco human nature, in an inftance he relat<^s of a 
mm falling .^unong thieves^, left i« tlie greateft 
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tfiflrefs • fmagfnable, till by chance a Samaritan^ 

an utter fti anger, coming where he wUvS, by an 
acl of great goodnefs aiul cojnpafiion^ not onl^ 
relieved him' at pcefent, but took him under his 
. protedion, and generoufly provided Tor his fu^ 

ture lafety. 

On: the clofe of which engaging account — Quf< 
Saviour appeals to the man's own heart in the 
iirft verfc of the text — Which now of thefe three^ 

tblfihij} thoiiy *ivas naghbjur unto hitn that fell ^- 
mongji the thieves ? and inftead of drawing th? 
inference himfelf, leaves him to decide in far 
vour of fo noble a prineiple, fo evidently founded 

in mercy. ^The lawyer, ftruck with the truth 

and juitice of the Dodtrine^ and frankly acknow«> 
ledging the force of it^ our bleiled Saviour. 
concludes the debate with a Ibort admonition^ 
that he would pra£tife what he had approved — ^ 
and go and imitate that fair example of univei'*- 
fal benevolence which it had fet before hin. 
' In; the remaining part of the difcourfe, I ihall 
follow the fame plan ; and therefore, lhall beg 
leave to enlarge,. Firft, upon the ftory. itfelf, witb^ 
fiich refledlions as will rife from it ; and conclude^, 
as our Saviour has done, with the fame exhort 
: , , tat ion to kindnefs 4nd humanity which fo naturalr 
ly falls fj:om it*. 

, A certain man, fays our Saviour^ went 
down from Jerufalem to Jericho,, and fell among 

thieves, who ftripped him of his raiment and dc-- 
parted, leaving him half dead. There is fome^ 
\ , thing in our nature which engages us to take part 
in every accident to which man is fubje£b^ from 
what caufe foevei it may have happened ; but in 
fuch calamities as a man has fallen into through 

mete misfortune^ to charged upon no fault or 

indifcretioA. 
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indifcretion of himfclf, there is fomcthing then 
ib triily interelUng, that at firft fight we generally, 
make them our own, not altogetfaerj^m a refiec* 
tion that they might ha\ne been, or may be fo, but * 
oftener from a certain generofity and tenclernefs . 
of nature, which difpofes us for compafiion, ab-- 
ftradled from a?l confiderations of fclf :.fo that^ . 
^thout any obfervable aft of the will, we fuffer. 
ivith the unfortiniate, and feel a wei;^dit upon our ' 
fpirits, we know, not why, on feeing the molt 
common inftances of their diftrefs. But where ' 
the (peSacle is uncommonly tragical,* and com- • 
plicated with many circumitances of miiery, the 
mind is then taken captive at once, and, were at 
inclined to it, has no power to make refiltance^'. 
b^it Airrendcrs itfclf to all the tender emotions of * 
pity and deep concern. So that when one confi-- 
ders the friendly part of our nature, without look- - 
ing farther^ one would think it impoffible for man . 
to look upon mifcry without finding liimfelf, in 
fome nieafurc, attached to the intereft of him t 
who fuffers it — ^1 fay, one would think it iinpoili^- 
Ue — ^for there are fomc tcmpir8~how fhali 1 de- 
fcribe them ?— formed either of fuch impenetra-- 
blc n atter, or wrought up by habitual Iclfulmefs » 
to fuch. an utter infcnfibility of what becontes of. 
the fortunes of their fellow creatures, as if they 
Were not partakers oT the fame nature, or bad no - 
lot or connexioi> at all wiih the fpecies. 

Of this charaftcr our Saviour produces two > 
difgraceiul in(lanceS| in the behaviour of a prieft. 
and a Levite, whom in this account he reprefents 
as coming to the place where the unhappy nirai . 
was i — ^both pafTing by without eirher llretching , 
forth a hand to aiTift, or uttciingja word to com* > 
fort him in his dili;ce£s« . . 
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Andy by chands, there canfie down a certain 
prieft! — ^merciful God! that a teacher of thy 

religion nioii^' ever want humanity — or that a 
xnan^ whofe head might be thought full of the 
one, fliould have a« heart toid of the other i— 
This, however, was the cafe before us— «nil 
though in theory one would fcarce fufpeft that 
the Icaft pretence to religion, and an open difre- 
gard to fo main a part of it, could ever meet to- 
gether in one perfon ^yet, in fad^ it is no 
tious character. • * ^ 

Look into the world — how often do you behold 
a fordid wretch, ^hofe ftndt heart is open to ne 
man's afflidion, taking fhelter behind an appear- ' 
ance of piety, and putting on the garb of reli- 

jpou, which none but the merciful and compaf* 
lonate have a title to wear. ? Take notice with 
what fan^^ity he goes, to the end of his days, in 
the famefelfifh track in which he at firft fet out- 
turning neither to the right hand nor to the left — 
but plods on — pores all hi» life4(mg upon the 
ground, as if afraid to look up, left peradventure 
he fliould fee aught which might turn him one 
moment out of that ftrait line where intereft is 
carrying him ; — or if, by chance, he ftumhks 
upon a haplefs obje& of diftrefs, which threatens 
fuch a difafter to him — like the man here rcpre- *. 
fented, devoutly pafling by on the other lide, as if 
Unwilling to trull himfeif to the impreffions of nar 
tufe, or nazard' the inconveniencies which pity 
might, lead him into upon the occafion. 

There is but one ftroke wanting in this pi£lure . 
of an unmerciful man, to fender tlie chara£ler* 
utterly odious^ and that our Saviouh gives it in 
tl\e following inilance he relates upon it. And 
likcvvife, fays he, a LeviU, 'whm was at the 



.* 
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placey came and looked at htm. It was hot a fran^ * 

iient overfight, the hafty or ill-advifed negle£l of 
an unconfidering humour, with ^ hich the belt 
^ifpofed are fometim^s overtaken, and, led on 
beyond the point where othertvife they would* 
liave wifhed to ftop. — No !— on the contrary, it 
had all the aggravation of a deliberate aft of in- 
fenfibilityi proceeding from a hard heart. Wheii^_ 
lie was at the place, he came, and looked at him 
confidered his misfortunes, j^ave time for rea- 
fon and nature to have awoke — faw the imminent 
danger he was in— and the preffing neceility of 
Immediate help, which fo violent a: cafe called'' 
aloud for;-— and after all — ^turned afide, and un* 
mercifully left him to all the dillrelies of his con- 
dition* 

lift ftU unmerciful a£):ions, the worft of meti 

pay this compliment, at leaft, to humanity, as- 
to endeavour to wear as much of the appear* 
•ante of it, as the cafe will well let them 
fe that in the hardeft a£fc$ a man fhall be guilty 
of, he has fome motives, true or falfe, always 
ready to offer, either to fatisfy himfelf or the 
world, and,, God knows, too often to impofc 
both upon the one and the other. And there-- 
fore, it would be no hard matter here to give 
a probable guefs at what paflcd in the Levite'a* 
tnihd in the prefent cafe, and fliew, was it ne— ' 
. ceflary, by what kind of cafuiftry he fettled the 
matter with his confcience as he pafled by, and 
guarded all the paflTagcs to his heart againfl: the 
inroads which pity might attempt to make upoii- 
the occafion — ^But it is painful to dwell long 
upon this difagreeable part of the ftory ; I there-- 
fore haflen to the concluding incident of it, > 

which n io amiable^. that one cannot eafily be too * 

/ copiou«4L 
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seem; o n ^ 

nous in vefiedimis t^on ilu— ••And behold^ foya 
r Sa vioxtr, n certain Samaritan, as he jour* 

yed, came where he was; and when he faw 

ni> he had coinpajQion on bim-<^ild wesit to 

m — ^bound up his wound^j, pouring in oil m4 

ine-— 4«t him upon his own b^aft^ brought bimi; 

» an inn, and took care of him. I fuppofe ift ' 

ill be £parce Uicceflary here to remind yPUf tbaft » 

le Jews had no dealings with the S^nwritaiiSM 

n old religious grudge— *>tlie worft of all grudges 

I ad wrougnt fuch a diflike between both people^ 

.hat they hqlcj themfelves mutually difcharged, not 

:)nly from all oflices of friendfliip and kiadaefs, 

but even from the moft common ziSL% of courtef^ 

und good manners. — —This operated fo ftronglyi , 
in our Saviour's time, that the woman of ^a-* 
xnaria feemed aftoniflied^ that he» being a Jenr^L , 
fliould aik water pf her, who was a Samaritan : 
fo that, with fuch a prepolTeflion, however, 
diftrefsful the cafe of the ui]|fortunate man wa$y 
tt^nd how reafonably foever be might ple^d ibr pity« 
froin another man, there was little aid or confola*. 
tion to be looked for from fo unpromifing a quarter.^ 
Alas I after I have beeti twice paffkd by^ neglecled 
-by men of my own nation and religtoriy bound by fo^ 
fnany ties to affifi «f , left here friendlefs and unpitied ^ 
both by a priefl and a Levitey 7}ien ivhofe pyofejjlon 
and fupmor advantages of knomjUdg^ could not leaver 
them in the darif in what manner ti>ey fb^uld dif^ 
charge this debt which my condition claimj-'^f&rr. 
this — what hopes P what expeSIations from a paf" 
(cnger^ not only a Jirangery — but a Samaritan^ rer^ 
.leafed frm alt obiigtftions to me^ and iy^ a naiioMot 
jfijlikey inflamed by mutual til ffffices^ now m'ade:mf 
'<n£mj^ and more liktly to rejoice at the evils which 

have 



Digitized by Google 



SERMON UL 



have fallen upon me^ than to Jiretch forth a hand to 
ftive me from them ? 

' 'TivS no unnatural foliloqny to imagine ; but 
the aftions of generous and compaffionate tem- 
pers baffle all little reafoningvS about them. — ^^Fruc 
charity, in the apoftle's defcription, as it is kind, 
and is not eafily provokeil, fo it manifefted this 
charafter here for we find, when he came 
where he was, and beheld his diitrefs^ — ^all the 
iknfriendly paffions, which at another time might 
have rofe within him, now utterly forfook him 
and fled : when he faw his misfortunes — he forgot 

his enmity towards the man, dropped all the 

prejudices which education had planted againft 
him, and in the room of them, all that was good 
"^nd compafllonate was fuffered to fpeak in his be^'* 
half. 

In benevolent natures, the impulse to pity is 

fo fudden, that like inftriiments of mufick, which 
obey the touch — the obje^ls which are fitted to 
excite fuch impreflions, work fo inftantaneous an 
effe£k, that you would think the will was fcarce 
concerned, and that the mind was altogether paf- 
five in the fympathy which her own goodnefs has 
excited. The truth is, — the foul is generally in 
iuch cafes fo bufily taken up, and wholly engrof^ 
fed by the -obje£t of pity, that (he docs not atl 
tend to her own operations, or take leifure to ex- 
amine the principles upon which Ihe a£ls. So 
that the Samaritan, though the moment he'fav^^ 
him he had compaffion on him, yet fudden as the 
emotion is reprcfented, you are not to imagine 
that it was mechanical, but that there was a fet* 
tied principle of humanity and goodnefs which 
operated within him, ana*, infldenccd not only 
the firft impulfe of kindnefs, but the continua- 
tion of it throU|^bout the reft of fo engaging a be* 
t haviour* 

Digitized by Go( 



S E R M O N ' 4^ 

havlour. And becaufe it is a pleafure to look in- 
to a good mind, and trace out, as far as one is 
able, what pafles within it on fuch occaiions, I 
fliall beg leave, for a moment, to ftate an ac- 
count of what was likely to pafs in his, and in 
what manner io diftrefsful a cafe would neceiiari- 
tj work upon fuch a difpofition. 

As he approached the place where the unfor- 
tunate man lay, the inftant he beheld him, no 
doubt fomc fuch train of refledlions as this would 
rife in his mind. Good God ! what afpeda^ 
clt of mifcry do I behold— a man ftrippcd of 
his raiment — wounded — flying languifhing be- 
fore me upon the ground, juil ready to expire, 
« ^without the comfort of a friend to fupport 
him in his laft agonies, or the profped of a 
hand to clofe his eyes when his pains are over. 
But perhaps my concern fhould leffcn when I 
reflect on the relations in which we iland to 
each other— that he- is a Jew, and I a Sama* 
ritan. — But are wc not Itill both men ; par- 
takers of the fame nature — and fubje£l to the 
*^ fame* evils i — ^let mc change conditions M'lth 
him for a moment^ and confider, had his lot 
5* befallen me as I journeyed in the way, what 
meafure I fliould have expected at his hand 
Should I wifli, when he beheld me wounded 
<^ and half-dead| that he fliould fliut up his bow- 
els of companion from me, and double the 
weight of my miferies, by paffing by and leav- 
ing them unpitied ? — ^But I am a ftranger to 
the man ;— he it fo,— but I am no ftranger to 

his condition misfortunes are of no particu- 

lar tribe or nation, but belong to us all, and 
y have a general claim upon us, without didinc* 
5< tion of climate^ country, M religion* Befides^ 
VQL.fV. E f« though 
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though I am a ftranger — 'tis no fault of his 
that I do not know him, and therefore une- 
quttable (le fbould fuffer by it«— -Had I known 
him, poflibly I ihould ha^e had caofc to love 
and pity him the more — for aught I know, he 
is fome one of uncommon merit, whofe life is 
rendered' iliU more precious, as the lives and 
happinefs of others may be involved in it : 
" perhaps at this inftant that he lies here for^ 
faken, in all this mifery, a whole virtuous fa- 
mily is joyfully looking for his return, and af- 
feftionatcly counting the hours of his delay. 
Oh ! did they know what evil hath befallen 
him — ^how would they fly to fuccour him !— 
Let me then haften to fupply thofc tender offi- 
ces of binding up his wounds, and carrying hini 
" to a place of fafety o r if that afTiftance 
" comes too late, I (hall comfort him at leaft in 
his laft hour— and, if I can do nothing elfe, — I 
fhall foften his misfortunes by dropping a tear 
" of pity over them." 

*Tis almoft neceflary to imagine the good Sa- 
maritan was influenced by fome fuch thoughts as 
thefe, fifom the uncommon gcnerofiiy of his be- • 
haviour, which is reprefented by our Saviour 
operating like the warm zeal of a brother, mix- 
ed with the affectionate difcretion and care of a 
parent, who was not fatisfied with taking hini 
under his protection, and fupply ing his prefent 
wants, but in looking forwards for him, and taking 
care that his wants ihould be fupplied, when he 
Ihould be gone, and no longer near to befriend him'* 
I think there needs no ftfonger argument to 
prove how univerfally and deeply the feeds of this 
Wtue of compafEon are planted in the heart of 

man, than in the pteafure we take in fuch reprei. 

fenfations 
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ifations of it t and though (bme men have re<* 

ifented human nature in other colours, (though 
what end I know not) that the matter of fati 
fo ilrong againft them^ that, from the generaf 
openfity to pity the unfortunate^ we exprefs 
at fenlation by the word humanity, as if it wr»s 
ifeparable from our nature. That it is not inlc- 
arable, I have allowed in the former part of this 
ifcourfe^ from fome reproachful inftanced o£felf* 
Ih tempers, which feem to take part in nothing 
>eyond thcmfelves ; yet, 1 am perfuaded, and af- 
firm^ 'tis ftiU fo great and noble a part of our na- 
ture, that a man muft do great violences to him« 
felf, and fufFer many a painful conflif>, hcfore he 
has brought himfelf to a dllTerent difpofilion. 

'Tia obfervable in the foregoing account^ that 
^hen the prieft came to the place where he was^ 
he paffed by on the other fide^— He might have 

palTed by, you'll fay, without turning afule. i 

No ; there is a fecret ihamc which attends cvcrjr , 
wBtcS inhumanity, not ' to Be eonquered in the 
^hardcft natures ; fo that, as in other cafes, fo e- 
fpecially in this, many a man w^ll do a cruel-.aft, 
who, at the.iame time, would blufh to lo^ok you 
lA the face, and is iforced to turn aiide before he 
can have a heart to execute his purpofc. 

Inconfrilcnt creature that man is ! who, at that 
tnA^nt that he does what is wrong, is not able to 
withhold his tellimony to what is good and 
praife^worthy* 

1 have now done with the parable, which w;is 
die fiift part propofed to be confidcred in this dif- 
courfe) and fhould proofed to the fecond, whkh* * 
fenatunlljr falls from it, of exhorting you, as- 
our Saviour did the lawyer upon it, to go and 
ddioiikewife ; but I have baen ib copious in my. 

£ z refle^ltont' 
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refle£Hons upon the ftdry itfelf, that I find I hai^ 

infenfibly incorporated into them almoft all that I 
fliould have faid here, in recommending fo amiable 
an^example^ by which means, I have unawares 
anticipated the tafk I propofed. I ihall therefore 
detain you no longer than with a finglc remark 
upon the fubjeft in general, which is this, Tis 
obfervable in man^ places of fcripture, that our 
blciTed Saviour, m defcribing the day of judg- 
ment, does it ii) fuch a manner, as if the great 
inquiry then was to relate principally to this one 
virtue of compaflion— and as if our . final fentence^ 
%t that folemnity, was to be pronounced exz&ly 
according to the degrees of it. I was a hunger- 
•* cd, and ye gave me meat — thirfty, and ye gave 

me drink — naked, and ye clothed me — I was 
^* iick, and ye vifited me — ^in prifon^ and ye eame 
^ unto me. Not that we are to imagine from 
thence, as if any other good or evil a£lion fliould 
then be overlooked by the eye of^the All-feeing 
Judge ; but barely to intimate to us, that a cha- 
ritable md benevolent difpofition is fo principal 
and ruling a part of a ninn's chaiader, as to be a 
conliderablc tell by itfelf, of the whole frame and 
temper of his mind, with which all other virtues 
and vices refpeftively rife and fall, and will almoft 
ncceflarily be connccled.* — ^Tell me, therefore, 
of a compaffionate man, you reprefent to me a 
man of a thoufand other good qualities— on 
whom I can depend— whom 1 may fafely tmft 
with my wife ■ my children, my fortune, 
and reputation. 'Tis for this, as the apoftle ar- 
gues from the fame principle — that he will not 
^ commit adultery— 4hat he will not kill^that 
^* he will not fteal — ^that he will not bear falfe 

witnefs.'' That is, the forrows which are ftir- 

rei 
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red up in menb hearts by fuch trefpafles are fo 
tender! V fell by a compaiBonate man, ^ that it is 
not in nis power or his nature to commit tbem. 

So that, well might he conclude, that charity^ 
hj which he means, the love to your neighbour, 
was the end of the commandment, and that who- 
&e?er fulfilled it, had fnlfifled the lair« 

Now,, to God, Scq. Amen« 
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2 Samuel xii. 7. ift part. 

jlnd Nathan Jaid unto David, Thou art the man* 



THERE is no hiilorical pafTage in fcripture^ 
which gives a more remarkable inftance of 
the deceitfulnefs of the heart of man to itfelf, and 

of how little we truly know of curfelves, than 
this^ wherein David is convicted out of his own 
mouthy and is led by the prophet to condemn 
and pronounce a fevere judgment upon another, 
for an aft of injuftice which he had pafled over in 
himfelf, and poflibly reconciled to his own con- 
icience. To know one's felf, one would think^ 
could be no very difficult lefibn for who, you'll 
fay, can be truly ignorant of himfelf, and the 
true difpofition of his own heart ? If a man thinks 
at ally he cannot be a ftranger to what pafles 
there-^e muft be confcious of his own thoughts 
and defires ; he muft remember his part purfuits, 
and the true fprings and motives which, in ge- 
neral, have direfted the actions of his life : he may 
hang out falfe colours, and deceive the world ; but 
how can a man deceive himfelf ? That a man 
can — is evident, becaufe he daily does fo. — Scrip- 
ture tcUs U8^ and^gives us many hi&orical proois 

of 
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of it, befides. this to which the text . refers,— ~ 

that the heart of man is treacherous to itfelf, 
and deceitful above all things and experience, 
and every hour's commerce with the world, con- 
firms the truth of this feeming paradox, That 
tho* man is the only creature endowed with . 
rcf]cc1:ian, and confequently qualified to know . 
" the moft of himfelf — yet, fo it happens, that 
^< he generally knows the leaft — and, with all the 
power which Goo has given him, of turning 
his eyes inward upon Iiimlelf, and taking no* 
tice of the chain of his own thoughts and de<- 
fires~— yet, in faft, is generally fo inatten-* 
tive, but always fo partial an obfenrer of what 
pafles, that he is as much, nay, often, a much 
greater ftranger to his own difpofition and true 
cbara£ter, than all the world befides.'' 
By what means he is brought under fo niani» 
feft a delufion, and how he fuffers himfelf to be fo 
'groflyvimppfed. upon, in a point which he is ca* 
.pable of knowing fo much better than others, is 
,fiot hard to give an account of \ nor need we feefc 
-farther for it, than amongft the caufcs which are 
.every day perverting his reafon, and milleading 
•him« We are deceived in judging of ourielves> 
j«ft as we are in judging of other things^ 
iVhen our paffions end inclinations are called in as 
counfellors ; and we fuffer ourfelves to fee and rea- 
£in juft fo far, and no farther, than they give us 
leave. How luird do we find it to pafs an equitable 
-and found judgment in a matter where our inte- 
reft Is deeply concerned ! — and even where there 
:h the remoteft confiderations of felf, connefled 
widi the point before - us, what a ftrange bias 
docs it hang upon our minds, and how difficult is 
it to difengage our judgments intirely from it? 

with, 
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yrith wkal fdti&aiice are w€ brought to think cfH, 

of a friend, whom wc have long loved and efteem- 
ed ? and though there happens to be^ flrong ap- 
pearances againfl: him^ how apt are we to over* 
kok^ ar put favourable conftrudions upon them; 
and even fomctimes, when our zeal and friend* 
Ihip tranfport us, to affign the heft and kindeft 
inotives for the word and moft usjoilifiable parts 
of his conduct i ^ 
Wc are ftill worfc cafuifts, and the deceit is 
proportionably ftronger with a man, when he is 
going to judge of. himfelf-^ — that deareft of aU 
partiesy-^fo ctofely conne£ked with hiin--^o nmch 
and lb long beloved— of whom he has fo early 
conceived the higheft opinion and efteem, and 
with whofe merit he has all along, no doubt, 
found fo much reaibn to be contented. It is not 
an eafy matter to be fevere, where diere is fuch 
an impulfe to be kind, or to efface at once all the 
tender imprcffions in favour of fo old a friend^ 
'whieh difabled us from thinking of him as he is^ 
and feeing hira in the light, may be^ in which 
very one elfe fees him. 

So that, however eafy this knowledge of one's 
felf may appear at firft fight, it is otherwife wbeil 
we come to examine ; fince not only in praAice, 
but even in fpeculation and theory, we find it 
one of the hardeft and moft painful leflbns. Some 
of the earlieft inftruftors of mankind, no doubt^ 
found it lb too, and for that reafon, foon faw tht 
neceflity of laying fuch a flrefs upon this great 
precept of feli-knowledge, which, for its excel- 
lent wifdom and ufefulnefs, many of them fup* 
pafed to b6 a divine dire£iion \ taat it came down 
from heaven, and comprehended the whole circle 
bpth of the knowledge and the duty of man. 

And 
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And Indeed, their zeal might eaiily be allowed in 
£o high an encomium upon the attainment .of t 
yktue, the. want of which fp often baffled their 

inftruftions, and rendered their endeavours of re- 
forming the heart vain. and ufelefs. For who 
could think of a reformation of the faults within 
bim, who knew not where they lay, or could fet 
about corre(:ling, till he had firft come tp a fe|if§ 
of the defe£ts which required it i • 
, But this was a point always much cafier recom- 
mended by publick inftru^^ors^ than (hewn how 
to be put m praftice ; and therefore others, who 
equally fought the reformation of mankind, ob- 
ferving that this direcl road which led to it li^af 
guarded on all fides by felf-love, and confequently 
very difBcult to open accefs, foon found out, that 
a dliFerent and more artful courfe was requifite, 
as they had not ftrength to remove this flattering 
paflion which ftood in their way, and blocked up* 
all the paflages to the heart, they endeavoured, 
by ftratagem, to get beyond it, and by a fkilful 
addreis, if poOible, to deceive it. T[iis gave rife 
to the early manner of conveying their inftru£lio 
ons, in parables, fables, and fuch fort of indired: 
applications, which, though they could not con- 
quer this principle of felf-love, yet often laid it 
aileep, or at leaft over-reached it for a few mo* 
inents, till a juft judgn^nt could be procured. 

The prophet* Nathan feems to have been a 
great mader in this way of addreis. David bad 
greatly difpleafed God, by two grievous fins 
which he had committed ^ and toe prophet's 
commiffion was, to go and bring him to a con-, 
vii^on of them, and touch bis heart with a fenfe 
of guilt for what he had done ag^nft the honour 
^d life ^ Uriah. 

^ The 
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The holy man knew, that was it any one'd 
cafe but David's own, no man would have been 
fo quick-fighted In ATccrning the nature of the ^ 

injury, more ready to have redreffcd it, or 

who would have felt more compaflion for the 
party who had fuifered it, than he himfelf. 

Inilead, therefore, of declaring the real in« 
tcntion of his errand, by a direct accufation and 
ceproof Sot the crimes he bad committed ; he 
-comes to him with a fictitious complaint, of ^ 
cruel aft of injuftice done by another ; and accord^ 
ingly he frames a cafe, not fo parallel to David's 
as be fuppofed would awaken his fufpicion, and 
prevent a pattern and candid heario^ ; and yet not ' 
lb void of Tefemblance in the mam circumftan* 
ces, as to fail of ftriking bim, wlicn fliewn in a ' 
proper light. 

• And Nathan came and faid unto him, There 
were two men in one city, the one rich and 

the other poor — the rich man had exceeding 
many £ocks and herds, but the poor man had , 
nothing fave one little ewe lamb, which he 
had bought and nourifhed up— knd it grew up 
together with him and with his children — it 
did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own 
cup, and lay in his b^dbm, and was qntb him 
as a daughter— and there came a traveller 
unto the rich man,, and he fpared to take of his 
own flock and of his own herd to drefs for the 
way-faring man that was come unto bim, but; 
f ^ .took the poor man's lamb, and drefled it for 
t|ie man that was come unto him.* 

• The cafe was drawn up with great judgment 

and beauty, the feveral minute circumftances 

which heightened the injury, truly affeiiing,— • 
and fo ftrongly urged, that It would have beert 
. Vol. IV. F impolTibie 
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impoflible for any man, with a previous fcnfe of 

guilt upon his mind, to have defended himfelf 
from feme degree of remprfe, which it muft na- 
turally have excited. 

The ftory, though it fpoke only of the tnjuftice 
• and oppreffive adl of another man, — yet it point-, 
cd to what he had lately done himiclfj with all 
the clrcumftances of its aggravation j— — and 
withal, the whole was fo tenderly addreflbd to 
the heart and pafTions, as to kindle, at once, the 
utmofl horror and indignation. And fo it did, — 
but not againft the proper perfon. In his tranf- 
port, he forgot himfelf i h is anger greatly 
kindled againft the man, ■ and he faid unto 
Nathan, As the Lord Hvcth, the man that 
^< hath done this thing, fhall furely die; and* 
*^ he ihall reftore the lamb fourfold, becaufe he. 
** did this thing, and becaufe he had no pity.'* 

Jt can fcarce be doubted here, but that David's 
anger was real, and that he was, what he ap* 
peared to be, greatly provoked and exafperated 
againft the offender: and, indeed, his fentence 
againft him proves he was fo above meafure. 
For, to punifli the man with death, and oblige 
him to reftore fourfold befides, was highly une- 
quitable, and not only difproportioned to the of- 
fence, but far above the utnioft rigour and feve- 
rity of the. law, which allowed a much fofter 
•atonement, requiring, in fuch a dafe^ no more 
than an ample reftitution and recompence in kind. 
The judgment, however, feems to have been 
trulv fi^ci^re and well-meant, and befpoke rather 
the honeft rafhnefs of an unfufpicious judge than 
the cool determination of a confcious and guilty . 
man, who knew he was going to paf{> ientence 
upon himfelf. 

I take 
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I take notice of this particular, becaufe it pla- 
ces this inftance of felf-deceit, which is the fub<« 
je€t of the difcourfe^ in the ftrongeft light, and 
fully demon drat cs the truth of a facl: in this great 
man, which happens every day among ourfeivcs, 
namely, that a man may be guilty of very bad 
and diihoncft a£lion$, and yet refle£l fo little, ot 
fo partially, upon what he has done, as to keep 
his confcience tree, not only from guilt, but even 
the remotell fufpiciohs that he is the man which 
in truth he is, and what the tenor and evidence 
• . of his life demonftrate. If we look into ihe world 
—David's is no uncommon cafe ; — we fee fome 
one or other perpetually copying this bad original, 
fitting in judgment upon himfelf, — ^hearing his 
own caufc, and not knowing what he is doing ; 
hafty in^^affing fentencc, and even executing it 
too with wrath upon xhe perfon of another, when 
in the language of the prophet, one might fay to 
him with juftice, Thou art the namJ* 

Of the many revengeful, covetous, falle, and 
ill-natured perfons which we complain of in the 
world, though we all join in the cry againft them, 
what man amongft us Angles out himfelf as a cri- 
minal, or ever once takes it into his head that he 
adds to the number ?— or where is there a man fo 
bad, who would not think it the hardeft and moil: 
unfair imputation to have any of thofe particular 
vices laid to his charge? 

If he has the fymptoms never fo (Irong upon 
him, which he would pronounce infallible in an- 
other, they are indications of no fuch malady iii 
himfelf — He fees, what no one elfe fees, fome fc- 
cret and flattering circunxllances in his favour, 
which, no doubt^ make a wide difference betwixt 
his cafe and the party's which he condemns. 

F 2 Whit 
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What other man fpeaks fo often and veKe^ 
fnently againft the vice of pride^ fets the wealS> 
nets of it in a more odious light, or is more hurt 
with it in another, than the proud man himfelf ? 
It is the fame with the paffionate^ the defigning, 
the ambitious, and fomc other common cnarac^ 
ters in life ; and being a confequence of the na- 
ture of fuch vices, and ahnofl infeparable froiji 
them, the efi'e^ts of it are generally fo grofs an4 
abfurd, that where pity does not forbid, 'tis plea- 
fant to obfervc and trace the cheat through the 
- feveral turnings and windings of the heart, and 
^ete£l it through all the fliapes and appearancea 
which it puts on.. 

Next to thefe inflances of felf-deceit, and utter 
ignorance of our true difpofition and charaftcr, 
-which appears in not feeing that in ourfeives which 
fiiock^ us in another man ; tbec^ is another fpecid^ 
ftill more dangerous and delufive, and which the 
• more guarded perpetually fall into, from the judge- 
ments they make of different vices, according to 
their age and complexion, and the Tarious ebbs 
and flows of their paflions and deiires. 

To conceive this, let any man look into his 
own heart, and obferve in how different a degree 
of deteftation numbers of actions ftand there, 
though equally bad and vicious in tfaemfelves : 
he will foon find, that fuch of them as flrong in- 
clination or cuftom has prompted him to commit,, 
are genersdiy drefied out, and painted with all the 
falfe beauties which a fbft and flattering hand can 
give them ; and that the others, to which he feels 
no propenfity, appear at once naked and deform- 
ed, furrounded with aU the true circymftances o£ 
their folly and di&onour* 

Whcrii 
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* When David furprifed Saul fleeping in the 
cave, and cut off the fkirt of his robe, we read,. 
h\s heart fmote him fqr what he had done : 
Strange, it fmote him not in this matter of U- 
riah, where it had fo much ftronger reafon ta 

take the alarm I A whole ytar had almod 

pafled, from the firft commilBon of ibis kijuftice^ 
to the time the prophet was fcntto reprove him y 
—and we read not once of any remorfe or com- 
punftion of heart for what he had done : and.it 
is not to be doubted^ had the fame prophet met 
him when he was returning up out of the cave,— • 
and told him, that, fcrupulous and confcientious 
as be then feemed, and thought himfelf to be, that 
be was deceiving himfelf, and was capable of com- 
mitting tht fouleft and moft diflionourable ac- 
tions \ — that he fliould one day murder a faithful 
and a valiant fervant, whom he ought in juftice 
to have loved and honoured — that he ihbiild, 
without pity, firft wound him in the tende^eft 
part, by taking away his drarcll: pofTcfTion, — ^^and 
then unmcrciruily and treachcioully rob him. of 
his iife.^Had Nathan, m a prophetic' fpirit, fore- 
told to David iStiVA he was capable of this, and 
that he f}:jould one day a^luallv do it, and from 
no otlier wiotiye but the momentary giatiucatiou 
of a bafe and unworthy paiKonj he wo^ld have 
received the predidion with horror, and faid, pof- 
fibly, with Hazael upon jiifi fuch another occa- 
/lon, and with tlie fame ignorance of himfelf,— 
What i is ihy feroant a d/js^ that he Jhould do ibis 
^reat thing? And yet, in likelihood, at that very 
time tliere wanteJ noiljiiij^ out the tame degree 
<of temptation, and the fame opportunity, to in- 
duce him to the fin which afterwards overcame 

( 
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Thus the cafe ftaiids with us full. When the 
pafTions are warmed, and the fin which prefent* 
itfelf exa£lly taUies to the dedre, obferve how 
impetuoufly a man will ruih mto k, ancF Z& a- 
gainfl all principles of honour^ juffice, and mer- 
cy. — ^Talk to him the moment after upoii the na- 
ture of another vice ta whick he is not addiftecf,. 
and frpnv which, perhaps, his age,, his temper, or 
«anlc in life fecure him take notice, how well he 
j?eafons, — with what equity he determines,r-what 
an honeft indignation afid fbarpnefs he exprefle^ 
againftiit) and how infenfibly bis anger Icindles a* 
gainft the man who hath done this thing. 

Thus are we nice in grains and fcruples,, — ^but 
knaves- in matters of a pound wergjiiti — every dajr 
draining at gnats, yet fwallowing camels ;~mi- 
ferably cheating ourlelves,, and torturing our rea- 
ibn to bring us in fuch a report of the fin as fuits- 
the prefent appetite and inclination.. 

Mod of us are aware ety and pretend to deteft 
the barefaced inftances of that hypocrify by which 
men deceive others but few of us are upon our 
guard to fee tha* more fatal, hypocrify by which 
we deceive and ov^r^reach our own hearts. It is- 
a flattering and dangerous dift^emper, which Bas 
lindone thoufands ; — we bring the feeds of it a- 
long with us into the world, — they infenfibly grow- 
Up with us from our childhood^ — ^they ly long: 
concealed and undifturbed, and have generalFy 
got fuch deep root in our natures by the time we. 
are come to years of underilanding and refle£lion^ 
that it requires all. w.e have gpt to diefend' oun-- 
lelves from their cfFefts.. 

To make the cafe ftill worfe on our fides, 'tis 
with this as with every grievous diftemper of the 

^*dr;,-~the remedies v% ^^r^g^xQW and doubtful^. 

-. . o ^ 
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In proportion to <mr miftakcs and ignorance of 
the c.iufe : for in the inftances of felf-deceif, 
though the head is Tick, and the whole heart 
faiuty the patient feldom knows wKat be atk • 
of all the things wc know and learn, this necef- 
fary knowledge comes to us the laft. 

Upon what principles it happens thu^ I have 
endeavoured to lay open in the iirft part of thi9 
difcourfe ; which I conclude with a^ferious exlior* 
tation to ftruggle againft them ; which we can 
only hope to do, by convcrfing more and q£t0ner 
,witn ourfetves^ tfian the bufinefs and diyerfioqiB of 
the world generally gii^e us kave- < » * 

"Wc have a chain of thoughts, defires, engage- 
ments and idknefies, which perpetually returo 
apon us> in their proper tfme and order— let us^ 
I befeech you, aflign and fet apart ibme fmall 
portion of the day for this pnrpoTe, — of retiring: 
into ouifelves, and fearching into the dark cor<» 
ners and receives of the heart, and taking notice* 
of what is pafling there. If a man can bring 
himfelf to do this ta(k witb a curious and impar- 
tial eye, he will quickly find the fruits of it will 
more than recompenfe his time ami labour. He 
will fee feveral irregubrities and unfufpeded paf- 
fions within him w^hich he never was aware of j 
-—he will difcover in his progrefs many fecret 
turns and windings in his heart to which he wasF 
a ftranger^ which now gradually open and^difcloie 
tiicmfeivcs to him upon a nearer view ni thefe 
labyrinths he will trace out fuch hidden fprings 
and motives for many of his moft applauded ae^ 
tions, as will make him rather forry, and afliamed 
of himfelf, than proud. 

In a word, he will underftand his errors, and 

then fee the aecei&tyy with Pavid^ of imploring 
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Go D to cleanfe him from his fecret faults— ^nd 

with fomc hope and confidence to fay, with this 
great man after his conviftion — Try me, O 
God I and feek the ground of my heart,— 
prove me, and examine my thoughts,— ^look 
well if there be any way of wickednefs in me^ 
and lead me in the way everiafting.'* 

Nowj to God the Father^ is^c. i:fu 
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npHIS SermoD, with the follawmg De- 
. dicatioQ to the Lord Biihop of Car* 
U/le^ then Dean of Tork^ was printed feme 
Years ago^ but was read by very few } it i& 
therefore reprinted in this GolIe<aion.t 
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TO THE 

* 

VERY REVE.REND 

RICHARD OSBALDESTON, D. D. 

Dean of Y p n k* 



Sir, 

I HAVE taken the liberty to iufcribe this 
difcourfe to you, in teilimony of the 

great refpeA which I owe to your character 
in general ; and from a fenfe of what is due 

to it in particular from every member of the 
Church of TURK. 

I WISH I had as good a reafon for doing 
that, which has given me the opportunity 
of making fo publick and jull an acknow- 
ledgment ; being afraid there can be little 
left to be faid upon the fubje^l of Charity^ 
which has not been often thought, and 
much better exprefled, by many who have 
gone before : and indeed it feems fo beaten 
and common a path, that it is not an eafy 

matter 

* 
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matter for a new-comer to diflinguifh him- 
felf in it, by aajr thiag^ except the novelty 
of his V^hicU. 

I BEG, however. Sir, your kind accept- 
ance of it, and of the motives which have 
induced me to addrefs it to you ; one of 
which, I cannot conceal in juftice to myfelf, 
becaufe it has proeeeded from the fenfe of 
many favours and civilities which I have i*e- 
ceived from you* I am. 



Reverend iSiV, 



Your moft obliged. 



and faithful 



bumble Servant, 



Laurence SxEHNEi. 
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I Kings xvii. i^. 

Atjd the barrel of tncnl loaflcd mt^ neither did the 
crufe of oil fail^ according to the word of the 
Lord^ which he fpake by the prophet Elijah* 



THE words of the text are the record of a 
miracle wrought in behalf of the wI,dow 
ef Zarephsvtfa, who had charitably taken Elijah 
under her roof, and adminiflercd unto him in a 
time of great fcarcity and diflrefs. There is 
fomething very interefling and atFedtionate in the . 
manner this ftory is related in holy writ ; and as 
it concludes with a fecond ftill more rcmarkiihle 
proof of God's favour to the fame perfon^ in the 
reftoration of her. dead fon to life, one cannot but 
confider both miracles as rewards of that z6t o£ 
piety, wrought by infinite power, and left upon 
record in fcripture, not merely as teilimonies of 
the prophet's divine miflion, but likewife as two, 
encouraging inftances of God Almighty's bleffing 
upon works of charity and benevolence. 

In this view, I have made choice of this piece 
of facred ftory, which I Oiall beg leave to make 
ufe of as the ground-work for an exhortation to 
Vol. IV- G charit]f . 
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charity in general : and that it may better anfwer . 
the particular purpofe of this folemnity^ I will en-> 

(Icavour to enlarge upon it with fuch refletlions, 
as, I truft in God, will excite fome fentimcnts 
of compaflion which may be profitable to fo pious 
a defign. 

Elijah had fled from two dreadful evils, the ap- 
proach of a famine, and the perfecution of Ahab, 
an enraged enemy : and, in obedience to the 
command of God, had hid himfelf by the brook 
Cherith, that is before Jordan. In this fafe and 
peaceful folitude, blefled with daily marks of 
GoD^s providence, the holy man dwelt free, both 
from the cares and glories of the world : by mira- 
culous impulfe, the ravens brought him bread and 
Jleflj in the mornings and bread A?id JJeJh in the even-^ 
ingj and he drank of the brooi ; till by continuance 
of drought, (the windows of heaven being fhut 
up in thofe days for three years and fix months, 
which was the natural caufe likewife of the fa~ 
'mine), it came to pafs after a while, that the 
brook, the great fountain of his fupport, dried up ; 
and he is again d5re6:ed by the word of the Lord 
where to betake himfelf for Ihelter. He is com- 
manded to ariie and go to Zarephath, which be- 
longeth to Zidon, with an afTurance that he had 
difpofed the heart of a widow-woman there to 
fufl"ain him. 

The prophet follows the call' of his GoD : — the 
fame hand which brought him to the sate of the 
city,~ had led alfo the poor widow out of her doors, 
opprelFed v ith forrow. She had come forth upon 
:a melancholy errand, to make preparation to eat 
her laft meal, and fhare it with her child. 
' No doubt, llie had long fenced againft* this 
tragical event, with all th6 thrifty management 

which 
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•which fclf-prcfervation and parental love could in- 
fpirej full, no doubt, of cares, and many tender 
• apprehenfions, left her tender Hock fbould £ail 
them before the return of plenty. 

But avS ihe was a widow, having lofl: the only 
faithful friend who would bell have ainlled her in 
this virttiou$ ftruggle, the prefent iieceflity oi t^c 
times at length 6vercamc her ; and flie was jult ^ ^ 
falling down an cuiy prey to it, when Elijah came 
to tl^e place where ihe was. ^'.vJ called unto 
hery and faid^ Fetch me^ 1 pray theey a Utile iva" 
ter in a veffel that I may drink. And as fhe m)as 
g'jifig to ft'iJj Ity he called unto her y and fjid^ Bring 
mCy I pray ihee^ a murfeL of bread in tl itie hnndm 
jlud Jhe faidy As the Lord thy God liveiky I have 
nu a caie^ but a handful of meal in a barrel^ and a- 
/ittle oil in a crufcy and behold 1 am gathering two, 
Jiicksy that ^ ^^^y go and drefs it fur me and my fon^ 
that we may eat it and die* And Elijah faid tmto- 
bery Fear noty but ga^ and do as tSou hajl faid; 
hut make me therefore a Uttk cake firfl^ and bring it 
unto mcy and after make for thee and for thy fon. " 
For thus faith the Lord Clod of Ifraely The barrel 
^ meal j/joll not wafie^ neither fball the trif cf oil 
joily until the day that the Lord fendeth ruin^ upon 
the earth. 

'iVue charity is always unwilling to find ex- 
cufes— elfc here was a fair opportunity of plead- 
ing many: (he might have infifted over again upon, 
her htuatiun, which neceflarily lied up her hands; 

& e might have urged the unreafonablencfs of ^ 
th^ recjueft;— -^that (he was reduced to the low- 
eft extremity already; and that it was contrary to 
juflice, and the firil law of nature, to rob herfelf 
and child of tbeix laft inorfel^ and give it to a 
ftrangcn. 

G z. Bur. 
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- ^ut, in gencrow fpirits, compaffion is fomc- 

times more than a balance for felf-prefcrvation. 
For, as God certainly interwove that friendly 
Ibf tnefs in our nature, to be a check upon too great 
a propenfity towards felf-love — ^fo it feemed to 
operate here. — For it is obfervablc, that, though 
the prophet backed his requeil with the promife 
of an immediate recompence, in multiplying her 
flock ; yet it is not evident ilia was influenced at 
all by that temptation. For if flie had, doubt- 
Icfs it muft have wrought fuch a mixture of felf- 
interefl into tlie motive of ber compliance, as muft 
greatly have allayed the merit of the aftion. But 
this, I fay, does not appear, but rather the con- 
trary, from the reflexion (lie makes Upon the 
whole, in the laft verfe of the chapter. Now 
this I k/wiu that thou art a. man of Gody and that 
the wuord of the Lord in thy mouth is truti* 

Befides, as fhe was an inhabitant of Zarephath, 
(or, as it is called by St. Luke, Sarepta, fubjefl 
to Sidori, the metropolis of Phenicia, without 
the bounds of G o d's people,) fhe had been brought 
up' in grofs darknefs and idolatry, in utter igno- 
rance of the Lord God of Ifrael: or^ if flie had 
heard of his name, which is all that feems pro- 
bable^ ihe bad been taught to difbelieve the migh- 
ty wonders of his band^ and was ftili leis likely to 
believe his prophet. 

Moreover, ihe might argue, if this man, by 
fome fccret myfteiry pf his own, or through the 
power of bis God/' is able to* procure fo preter« 
statural a fupply for tnc, whence comes it to pafs, 
that he now ftands in want himfelf, opprefled both 
with hunger and thirft? 

♦ It appears therefore, that flie muft have been 
.l^rou^ht upon by an unmixed principle of faum%r 
> nitjr. 
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nity. ■ ■ She looked upon him avS a fellow-part- 
iier almoft in the fame affliclion with herfelf.— 
She confidered he had come a weary pilgrimage^ 
in a fultry climate^ through an exhaufted country, 
where neither bread or water were to be had, but 
by a£ls of liberality. — That he had come an uii- 
known traveller; and as a hard heart never wants 
ft pretence, that this circumftance, which fhould 
rather have befriended, might have helped t^ 
"opprefshim. — She confidered, (for charity is ever 
fruitful in kind rcafons,) that he was now far from 
his own country, and had flrayed out of the reach 
of the ^der offices of fome one who ztfc&\<sn* 
atelv mourned his abfence — ^lier heart was touch* 

' ed with pity. She turned in filence, and itv/;/ 

and did according us he had fanL And behold^ both 
lfl>ej and hey mid her houje did eat many dayt : or^ 
as in the margin, one whole year. And thie bat* 
rel of meal ivafted twt^ neither did the crufe of 
oil fiiily until the day that God fent rain upon the 
earth. 

Though it may not feem neceflary to raife con* 

je£hires here upon this event, yet it is natural to 
fuppofe, the danger of the famine being thus un- 
, expe£ledly got over, that the mother began to 
look hopefully forwards upon the reft of her days« 
There were manr widows in Ifrael at that time^ 
T7hen the heavens were fhut up for three vj.ii s r.r,,! _ 
•fix months ; yet, as St. Luke obfcrver,, to nme of 
xtbetn was the prophet fent^ fave to this fvithw of^ 
Sarepta. In all likelihood, (he would noc he the 
laft in making the fame obfervation, and drawing 
from it fome flattering conclufion in favour of her 
fon«— — Many a parent would build high upon a 
worfc foundation.——" Since the God of ifraet 
*^ \m thus fent bis own me&cnger to us in 6ur 

G. a ** dirucis,, 
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^ diftrefs, to pafs by fo many homles of his Mfb 

^ people, and ftop at mine, to fave it in fo mira- 
culous a maniKsr) figm deftruclion, doubtleft 
this is but an earned of bis future kind inten* 
V tions tb us; at leaft, his goodnefs baa decreed to 
*^ comfort my old age by the long life and health 

^ of my fon : but perhaps he has fomething 

greater ftill in (tore for him*, and I iliall live to 
y fee the fame hand hereafter ciowa bis bead wiib 
^ glory and honour.** Wc may naturally fuppofe 
her innocently carried away with fuch thoughts, 
when (he is called back by an unexpected diit:em» 
per which furprifcs herfon^ and, in one moment^ 

brings down all her hopes— Hi Jt^kftefs tn/as 

Jo fore^ that there 'ruas no breath left in him,—'' 

The cxpoflulations of immoderate grief are 
fcldom juft. — For though Elijah had already prc- 
ferved her fon, as well as berfelf, from imniiediate 
death, and was the laft cauie to be fufpeded of 
fo fad an accident ; yet the paffionate mother, in 
the firit tranfport» challenges him as the author 
of her misfortunes v. ' ^ if he had brought 
down ibrfow upon a houfe, which had fo hofpi-* 
tably fheltcred him. The prophet was too full 
of compaihon, to make reply to fo unkind an 
accufation4 Ue takes the dead child out of I5ii^ 
tmUar^s bofomiand laid him upon his own bed: 
and cried unio the Lord^, and faid^ O Lotd my 
'God! hajl thou brought evil upon the'ividoiu nv'ith 
whom I fojourn^ hy flawing her fon? " Is this the. 
*^ reward of all her cnarity and goodnefs? thou 
haft' before this robbed her of a- dear partnev^ 
of all her joys and all her cares; and now that 
*f fhe is a widow, and has moft reafofi to expe<Sk 
thy protection ; behold, thou haft withdrawn 
<l her laft prop: thou baft taken away her child^ 
5|,tli?.cuuy ^ay Qie bad tp reft ox)L*^^And Elijahs 
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cried unto Gody and faidy O Lord my Gody I pray 
thee^ let this chi/d^s foul cotne into him again. ■• 

The praver was urgent, and befpoke the di- 
ftfds of. a namaae mindf deeply fuffering in the 
misfortunes of another ^moreover his heart 
was rent with other paflions. — He was zealous for 
the name and honour of his God, and thought 
not only his omnipotence, but bis glorious attri- 
^ bttte of merqr concerned in the event : for^ oh \ 
with what triumph would the prophets of Baal 
xetort his own bitter taunt, and fay, his God was 
either talking^ .or he was purjuing^ or was in m 
jourmys or p^radvtnturt he jlept^ and fcould have 
been avuaied.'-^lle was moreover involved in the 

fuccefs of his prayer himfelf ; honeft minds 

are moft hurt by fcandal. And he was afraid> 

left fo'foul a one, fo unworthy of his cbara£ker^ 
might arife among the Heathen^ who would re^ 
port with plcafure, Lo, the widow of Zarephath 
. took the meflenger of the God of Ifrael under 

her roof, and kindly entertained him, and fee 
. <^ how (he js rewarded 1 furely the prophet was 

ungrateful^ he wanted power^ orwbat is wor(% 

he wanted pity !** 
V Bcfidcs all this, he pleaded not only the caufe 
of the widow y it wa» the cauie of charity itfelf, 
which had received a deep wound already^ and 
would fufFer ftill more, (hould God deny it this 
teftimony of his favour. So the Lord hearkened 
unto the voice ^ Elyahy and the foul of the child 
came into him again^ and be revivals And Etgab 
took the d>ildy and hroHght him down out of the 
" chamber into the hoiifej and delivered him unto hit 
tether and Elijah faidy SeCy thy fon liveth* 

It would be a pleafure to a good mind, to ftop 
,here a ipoment^ and figure to itfelf the pi£lare 

of. 
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• of fo joyful an cvcnt.~To behoM, on one liand, 

the raptures of the^ parent, overcome with fur- 
prize and gratitude, and imagine how a fudden 
ftroke of fuch impetvoua joy, mud operate on a 
defpairing countenance, long ^ccuftomed to fad- 
nefs. — ^To conceive, on the other fide of the 
piece^ the holy man approaching with the child 
in his arm$-— full ai honeft triumph in his looks^ 
but fweeteiied vith all the kind fympathy which a 
gentle nature couW overflow with upon fo happy 
an event. It is a fubjeft one might recommend 
to the pencil of a great genius, and would even 
afford m^ter for defcriptjon bere^ but that it, 
would lead us too far from the particular pnrpofe, 
for which I have enlarged upon thus much of the 
flory already; the chief defign of which is to il- 
luftrate by a fa^t, what is evident both in reafon 
and fcripture, that a chaiitabie and good a£Hon is 
fcldom caft away, but that even in this life, it is 
more than probable, that what isfo fcattered, (hall 
be gathered again with increafe. Caji thy bread 
upon the waters^ and thou Jbalt find it after manjf 
days. Be as a father unta the fatherlefsy and in^ 
Jiead of a hufband urito their mother : fo fjalt thou 
te as the Son of the Mofi Highy and he ivlll love 
thee more than thy mother doth. Be mindful of good 
tumsy for thou kmwejl not what evii jhall come upon 
the earth ; and when thou fallejl thou jhalt find a fay. 
It fhall preferve thee from all afilicficny and fight for 
thee againfi thy enemies^ better than a mighty Jbield 
and a fire fig fpear. 

The great inftability of temporal affairs, and 
conftant flucluation of every thing in this world, 
afford perpetual occalions of taking refuge in fuch 
afecurity. 

^ * .What 
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• What by fucceiTive misfottunes ; by failings 
and crqfs accidents in trade} by mifcarriage of 
projeds : — ^what by unfuitaUe eiq)ence8 of parents, 
extravagance Oi children, and the many other 
fecret ways whereby riches make themfelves 
wings and fly away ; fo many furpriiing revolu* 
tions do every day happen in tapiiliesj that it may 
not feem ftrange*ofay, that the pofterity of fome 
of the mofl liberiil contributors here, in the 
changes which one century may produce, may 
poffibly find flielter under this very plant which 
they now fo kindly water. Nay, fo quickly 
fometimes has the wheel turned round, that many 
a man has lived to enjoy the benefit of that cha- 
rity which his own piety projcded. 

but, befides this, and exclufive of the rielit 
which God's proniife gives it to protedion here- 
after, charity and benevolence, in the ordinary 
chain of efie£ts> have a natural and more imme- 
diate tendency in themfelves, to refcue'aman from 
the accidents of the world, by foftening the hearts^ 
and winning every man's wifhes to its intereft. 
When a compaffionate man falls, who would 
not pity him ? who, that had power to do it, 
would not befriend and raife him up ? or could the 
moft ^barbarous temper offer an infult to his di- 
ftrefs, without pain and reluctance ? fo that it is 
almoil a wonder that covetcufnefs, even in fpite 
of itfelf, does not fometimes argue a man into 
charity, by its own principle of looking forwards, 
and the firm expectation it would delight in of 
receiving its own again with ufury.— 'So evident 
is it in the courfe of God's providence, and the 
natiural ftream of things, that a good office, one 
time or other, gener^illy meets with a reward.-r- 

Generally, did i fay how can iteveriail?— 

wheti> 
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wheny bdides all thisi to large a ihare of the re* 
compence is fo infepafable even from the z&ion 
ufelf. Aflc the man who has a tear of tendemefs 

always ready to flied over the imrortunate ; who, 
wichalj is ready to diftributc, and willing to com- 
municate : aft him, if the bcft things which wits 
have fatd of pleafure, have expreiTed what he haa 
felt, when, by a feafonable kindnefs, he has ///.w/v* 
/.he h.'art of the widoiu fifig for Mark then 

the cxprelhons of unutterable pleafure and har- 
mony in his looks; and fay, whether Solomon 
has not fixed the point of true enjoyment in the 
right phice, when he declares, " that he knew no 
good there was in any of the riches or honours 
of this world, but for a man t$ do good with them 
in his life J' Nor was it without reafon he 
made this judgment. — Dotibtlefs he had found 
and fccn the infufficiency of all fenfual pleafures ; 
how unable to furnifh either a rational or a lafting 
fehc^e of happinefs ; how ibon the beft of them 
vanifhed •, the kfs exceptionable in vanity, but the 

guilty both />; vatiity and vexation of [pint. But 

Uiat this was of £6 pure and refined a nature, it 
burned without confuming ; it was fi^ratively 
ilS widov/s barrel of meal which ivaflea mty and 

crufe of oil uuhich never failed. 

It. is an eafy matter to add weight to the 
teftimony of the ivifefl man^ upon the pleafure of 
doing good; or elie the evidence of the philofo* 
pher Epicurus is very remarkable, whofe word 
in this matter is the more to be trulled, becaufc a 
vprbfefl'ed fenfualiili who, amidft all the delica- 
. cies and improvements of pleafure, which a luxu^ 
'fiant fancy might ftrikc out, ftill maintained, 
that the beil way of enlarging human happinefs, 
was, by a commuuication of it to others, 

: And 
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And if it was neoeiTary here^ or there was time 
to refine* upon this dodirine, one might further 
maintain, eachifive of the «4iappinef8 which the 
mind itfclf feels in the exercife of this virtue, 
that the very body of man is never in a better 
ftate than when lie is moil: inclined to do good 
offices: — that as nothing more contributes to 
health than a benevolence of temper, fo nothing 
. generally was a ftronger indication of it. 

And what feems to confirm this opinion, is an 
obfervation^ the truth of which muft be fubmit- 
ted to every one's refledkm— namely— that a dtf- 
inclination and backwardnefs to do good, is of- 
ten attended^ if not produced, by an indifpofi- 
tion of the animal as well as rational part of us : 
— ib naturally do the foul and body, as in other 
cafes fo in this, mutually befriend, or prey upon 
each other. And indeed, fetting afide all abftru- 
fer reafoning upon the point, I cannot conceive^ 
but that the rery mechanical $Miions^ which main- 
^ tain life, muft be performed with more equal vi- 
gour and freedom in that man, whom a great and 
good foul perpetually inclines to fbew mercy to 
the miierabley than they can be in a poor, fordid^ 
felfiih wretch, whofe little, contra^d heart, ^ 
melts at no man's affliftion ; but fits brooding fo 
intently over its own plots and concerns, as to fee 
and feci nothing % and, in truth, enjoy nothing 
beyond himfelf : and of whom one may fay what 
•that great nmfter of nature bas, fpeaking of a na- -y,* > 
- tural fenfe of harmony, which I think, with ino|[e T^^,;':* 
juftice, may be laid c^ compaillon^ that the max£f'^»X\ « 
who had it not, — V \ 

Wm Jit for treafonSi Jlratagems and jp^ls : 
** The Motions of his fpirits are dull as 
" nig/hti 




And 
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And his affeSions dark as Erebus : 
"^Let no fuch man be trufted*^'^ 
What dhrines fav of the mind, naturaltfts hare 
obferved of the oody ; that there is no paflion fo 
natural to it as love, which is the principle of do- 
ing ^ood; — and though inftances like this juft 
mentionedy feem far from being proofs of it, yet 
it is not to be doubted, bat that every hard-heart- 
ed man has felt much inward oppofition before he 
could prevail upon himfelf to do aught to fix and 
deferve th8 chara£ter : and that what we fay of ' 
' ' long habits of vice» that thev are hard to be tub- 
dued, may with equal trutn be faid concerning 
the natural impreflions of benevolence, that a man 
mjuft do much violence to himfelf, and fuffer ma«* 
ny a painful itruggle before he can tear away fe 
grtat aiid noble a part of his nature.— Of this, an- 
. tiquity has preferved a beautiful inftance in an 
anecdote of Alexander, the - tyrant of Pheres, 
who, though he had fo induftrioufly hardened his 
heart, as to feem to take delight in cruelty, info- 
much as to murder many of his fubjects every day, 
without caule and without pity ; yet, at the bare 
'reprefentation of a tragedy which related the mif- 
fortunes of Hecuba and Andromache, he was fo 
touched with the fiftitious diftrefe which the poef 
had wrought up in it, that he burft out into a 
flood of tears. The explication.of which incon- 
iiftency is eafy, and cafts as great a luftre upon 
human nature, as the man himfelf was a difgrace 
to it. The cafe feems to have been this : in real^ 
life he had be^n blinded with paihons, and 
thoughtlefly hurried on by intereftor refcntment: 
— ^but here, there was no room for motives of that 
kind : fo that his attention being firft caught hold 
of, and all his vices laid afleep ; — then Nature 
awek^ in triumphi and ihewed how deeply (he 

had 
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had iown tbe feeds df compaffionnn erery man's 
breaft; when tyrants, with vicQ$ themoftatetimi* 

•ty with it, were not able entirely to root it out. 

But this is painting an amiable virtue, and let- 
ting her off) with fhades which wickednefs lends 
us, when one might fafely truft to the force of her- 
own natural charms, and alk, whether any thing 
under Heaven, in its own nature, is more lovely 
mnd engaging?— Tb illuftrate this the more, let . 
us turn our thoughts within ourfelves ; - and for a 
moment, let any number of us here imagine our- 
fclves at this inftant engaged in drawing the moft 
perfe<^ and amiable charafter, luch as, accordincj 
to our conceptions of the Deity, we fhould think 
moft acceptaUe to him, and moft likely to be 
univerGdly admired by all mankind. — I appeal to 
your own thoughts, whether the tirfl idea which 
ofl'ered itfelf to mofti)f our imaginations, would 
not be that of a compaifionate benefaftor, ftretch- 
ing forth his hand to raife up the helplefs orphan ? 
Whatever other virtues we ihould p^ive our hero, 
we Ihould all agree in making him a generous 
friend, inrhq thought the opportunities of doing 
good to be the only charm of his profperity : we ' 
fliould paim him like the pfalniift's river of God 
overflowing the tliirfty parts of the earth, that he 
might enrich them, carrying plenty and gladneis 
along with him. If this was not fufficient, and 
wc were ftill deftrous of adding a farther degree 
of perfcdion to fo great a charad:er ; we (hould 
^ endeavpur to think of fume one, if human nature 
could furniih fuch a pattern, who, if occafioti re- 
quired, was willing to undergo all kinds of afflic* 
tion, to facrifice himfelf, to forget his deareft 
interefts, and even lay down his life for the good 
of mankind — Andher&~0 merciful bAViouR i 
Vol. IV, H how. 
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how would the bright original of thy unbounded 
goodneft break in iqx>n our heads' i Tim t^ha 

eamejl poor^ thdt we might be rici^— though Lord ^ 
of all this world, yet hadj} not where to lay thy 
head.---, — And though equal in power and glory to 
the great God of Nature, yet madeft thyjelf of 
ho reputation f toolejl upon thee the firm of a jervemty « 
•*—fu omitting thyfelf, without opening thy mouth, 
to all the indignities which a thanklefs and un- 
difcerning people could offer \ and at length, to 
accompliih our falTation, becameft obedient unta 
deaths iMtlttmg thyfelf, as on this day, * to i0 
led lihe a la?nb to the Jlaughter ! 

• The confideration of this ftupendous inftanceof 
compaflion in the Son of God, is the moft unaiw - 
fwerable appeal that caii be made to the heart of 
man, for the reafonablenefs of it in himfelf. — ^It 
is the great argument vvhivh the apoilles ufe in. 
almofl all their exhortations ^to good works.—- » 
Beloved^ if Chriji fo hved the inference is un*. 
avoidable ^ and gives ftrength and beauty to every 
thing elfe which can be urged upon the fubjeft. 
And therefore I have referved it lor my lall and 
warmeft appeal, with which I would gladly finifh 
this difcourfe, that, at leail for their, fakes for 
whom it is preached, wc might be left to the full 
impreffion of fo exalted and fo ieafonable a mo- 
tive — ^That by reiietling upon tlie infinite labour 
of this day's love^ in the inftance of Christ's 
death, we may conGder. ^at an immenfe debt 
we owe to each other : and by calling to mind 
the a*Jiiable pattern of his life, in doing good,- 
we might kani in wlmt. manner we may bell di£« 
diargeit* 

And 
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And indeed^ of all die methoda in which a 
'' good mind would he wiHit«g to do it, I bdieve 

there can be none more beneficial, or compre- 
heniive in its effieib, than that for which we are 
Ji«e met togedMr.— The proper education of poor 
tihildren hong the ground- work -of almoft every 
, other kind of charity, as that which makes every 
other fubfequent adt of it aafwer tiie pious cxr 
peftation of the giver. 

Wtthottt this foumbrticin lirft laid» how mch 
krndnefe in the progrefs of a beneiF#lmt inan's 
is unavoidably call away ? and fometimes w here 
it is as fenfele&y as the expofing a tender plant to 
all the indemetteies of a cruel feafen, and then 
gmng * with feitow to take it in, when the root is 
already dead. I faid, therefore, this was the 
foundation of almoft every kind of charity, — and 
might not one have atlded, of all pcdicy too I fince 
die ndnj iU confequenccs which atleftd the want, 
•f k, though gri^ully felt by the parties theniA 
fclves, are no lefs fo by the community of which 
they arc members; and moreover, of all mif-^ 

duefs, feem the hardeft to be redreiTed. ^Inion 

mdb» that when one confidecs the dklbyal 6s^ 
duftions of Popery on one hand, and on the other, 
that no bad man, whatever he profefl'es, can be a 
good iut^ed, one may venture to fay, it had been 
cheaper and better for the sutton toluivebore 
the expenceof inftilling fonad principles and good 
Morals into the neglefted children of the lower 
fort, efpeciaily in fome parts of Great-Britain^ 
than to be obliged^ often as we haw 4ieen 
witidn this laft century^ to rife up and arm our* 
fcWes againft the rebellious cfFe£ks which the want 
of them have brought down even to our doors^ 
And in fac^^ if we are to truA antiquity, the truth 

Hz ot 



Digitized by Google 



88 S £ & M O N V. 



of which, in diis cafe, we have no reaibn to dif- 

pute, this matter has been looked upon of fuch * 
vaft importance to the civil happinefs and p^ace 
of a people, that feme commonwealths, the moft 
eminent for political' wifdom, hai^e ehofe to make 
a publick concern of it ; thinking it much fafer j 
to be entrufted to the prudence of the magiftrate, - 
than to the miAaken tendemefs, or natural parti- 
ality of the parent. 

It was confiftent with this, and befpoke a very 
refined fenfe of pohcy in the Lacedaemonians, 
(though, by the way, I believe, different from 
what more modern politicks would have dirieded 
in like circumflances) when Antiptter demanded 
of them fifty children, as hoftages for the fccurity 
of a diftant engagement, they made this brave 
and wife anfwer, " They would not— they could 

not confent :*-4hey ^wopld rather gire him 
« dbonU^ the nnmber of their beft up-grown 

men.**— Intimating, that however they were 
diftrefled, they would chufe any inconvenience, 
rather, than fuffer the iofs of their country's edu- 
cation ; and the opportunity (which if once loft 
can never be regained) of giving their youth an 
• . early tinfture of religion, and bringing them up 
to a love of induftry^ and a love of the laws and 
oonftitttticm of* their country.^— jf this ihews thq 
great importance of a proper education to diii*- 
dren of all ranks and conditions, what fhall we 
fay then of thofe whom the providence of Gorx | 
has placed in the very lowed lot of life^ utterly 
caeft 0ut of the numj of knowledge^ widiout .a 
parent, — ^femetimes, may be, wltnout a friend- to 
guide and inftruft them, but what common pity, 
and the necefiity of their fad fitaation, engages : 

v^where t^e dangers which, furround them on 

every 

■ 
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t9trf fide ut So great and manf , that^ for one 

fortunate paflenger in life/ wlio makes his way- 
well in the world with fuch early difadvantages 
and fo difmal a fetting out, we may reckon thou- 
lands who rrary day fufier fliipwreck, and are loft 
■ feref^r. 

If there is a cafe under heaven which calls our 
aloud for the more immediate exercife of compaf- * 
fion, and which may be looked upon as the com* 
pendiu«n of all charity, forely it is this ; and Tm 
perfuaded there would want nothing more to con- 
vince the greaccft enemy to thefe kinds of chari- 
ties ibarit is &>, but a bare c^portunity of taking 
iinearer view of ionie of tbeLimm diureftfal ^ 
jeiis of it: . 

Let him go into the dwellings of the unfortu- 
nate, into fome mournful cottage,^ where poverty 
and affliction reign togetlier^ There let him be- 
IhM the difcemfolate widow~*fitting-^ecped ia . , 
tears ; — thus forrowing over the infant, (he knows 

not how to fuccour, O my child, thou art 

' ^ no'ft left expofed to a wide and vicious world, 

too full of fnares and temptations for thy tem« 
<^ der and- tm^nrlMfed age. Perbaps^ a pavmt's 

love may magnify thole dangers. — But when I 

confider thou art driven out naked into the 
^ midft of thens, without friends, without for* 

tmte, i})rft^ont inftru^kioiiH my heart bleeiis be^ 
^ forehand for the evils which may come upon 

thee. God, in whom we trufled, is witnefs, 
<^ fo low had his providence placed us, that we 

never indulged Me mfli to Ime ttdde thee 
* rich, — iriftttoliS we woold hw& made tfaee ;~ 

for thy father, my hujhand^ nvas a gocd man^ and 
feand th§ Lord : — and though all the fruits of 

his 4are and induftry were little miough for ouf 

H 3 . *J fopportji, . 
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fupport^ yet be hoodUy had determiAeil tor 
bave fpared ibme portion of itf fcanty as it wai». 
^ to have placed thee fafely in the way of know*^ 

•* ledge and inftriKStion. — But, alas ! he is gone 
" from us,* never to return morc^ and with him 
are fled the means of doing it:— For, bebM 
tbicredihr is com ttpon to take all that we 
have.**— Grief is eloquent, and will not eafily 
be imitated. — But let the man, who is the leait 
friend to diitrefles of this nature^ conceive Ibme 
difconfolate widow uttering her complaint even, 
in this manner, and then let Kim confider, if 

there is any Jorroiu like this forroiv^ ivhcrewith the 
Lord has affliclcd her ? • or whether ther^ can be 
any charity like that^ of taking the child, out of the- 
motbef^s hycmf and refcuing her from thefe ap-' 
prehenfions ? Should a Heathen, a ftranger tO; 
our holy religion, and the love it teaches, fhould , 
I|e^ /iS he journeyed, come to the place ivhere ihe Jay^, 
V)hen he faWf would he noi -iavi compajfion on hei; f 
God Torbid a Chriftian fliould this day want it ; 
or at any time look upo^ fuch a diftrefei and pafs 
Jfy^ on the other ftde. * 

Rather let htm do as his Saviour taught hinr,. 
hind up tpe wounds f and pour coadoit mto the 
heart of one,, whom the hand of God has fa 
bruifed. Let him praftife what it is, with Elijah'd 
tranfport, to fay to the, affli^d widow ^ See^ 
thy /m Uveth /— livett by my charity, and the 
bounty of this hour, to all the purpofes which 
make life defireable, — to be made a good man, 
and a profitable fubjeft : on one hand, to be train- 
ed up to fHph a fenfe of his duty^.as may fccui^ 
Jiim an intereft tha world to come i and. with 
cegard to this wbtld, to Be-fo brought up in it^ 
tQ. a Ip.Ye of Uoneft labour and induftry,. as all his 

' jUf c 
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life long to Mm and eat his . bread with joy and 

thankfuhiefs. 

Much peace and happinefs reft upon the 
head and heart of every one who thu^ brings 
children to Christ.— —May- the bleffing of 
him that was ready to periib^ come feafonably 
upon him*-— The Lord comfort him, %oben be 

*^ mffl ivants it, when he lies fick upon his bed j 
make thou, O God ! all his bed in his fick- 
nefs ; and for what he now fcatters, give him» 
then, that peace of thine which pafleth all an* 

" derftanding) and which nothing in this world 
can either give or take away." Atiun* 
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Pharisee and Publican 



IN THE 



TEMPLE. 
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Luke xviii. 14. iftpart. 

J tell youy this mm ivent Awn to his houfe^ j^iftifi^d 

rather than the other • 



nr^HESE words are the judgment which our 

-X Saviour has left upon the behaviour and 
different degrees of merit in the two men, the 
Pharifee jaad Publican, whom he reprefents^ in the 
foregoing paraUe, as going up into the temple to 
pray. In what manner they difeharged thio great- 
and folemn duty, will be ft be feen trom a confide- 
r^ition of the prayer which each is faid to have 
addreffed to God upon theoccafion. 

The Pbarifee, inilead of an a£k of humiliation 
in that awful prefence before which he ftood,— — 
w^ith an air of triumph and felf-fuff;ciency, thanks 
God that be had not made him like others — ex- 
tortioners, adulterers, unjuft, or even as this Pu« 
blican.—- ^rhe Publican is reprefented as (landing 
afar off, and with a heart touched with humiiity, 
from a jCift fcnfe of his own unworthinefs, is faid 
only to have fmotc upon his breaft, fayin g 
God be merciful to me a finnen I tell you, adds 
our Saviour, this man went down to his houfe, 
juftified rather than the other. 
. >Tho' the juftice of this determination ilrikes. 
«irery one at firft fight, it may not be amifs to 
eater into a moni^pu'ticular examination of the 
- . ' _ evidence 
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evidence and reafons upon which it might be 
foundedi not only becaufe it may place the equity 
of jtbis deciiion in favour of the Publican ma 
ftronger lighty but that the fubje£t leems likely 
to lead me to a train of refleflions not unfuitable 
to the folemnity of the feafon. * ' 

7 he Fharifee one of that fe£l;, who, in 
our Saviour's time, what by the aufterity of 
their lives — ^their publick alms-deeds, and greater 
pretences to piety than other men, had gradually 
wrought themfelves into much credit and reputa- 
tion with the people; and indeed, as the bulk of 
thefe are eafily caught with appearances^ their 
charafter feems to have been admirably well fuit- 
ed to fuch a purpofe. — If you looked no farther 
than the outward part of it, you would think it 
made up of all goOdnefs and perfe^lion | an un^ 
common fanfHty of life, guarded by great deco- 
rum and fcverity of manners, — profufe and fre- 
quent charities to the poor, — many atts of religion, 
much obfervance of the law — ^much abftinence— 
, much prayer.— 

It is painful to fufpefk the appearance of fo 
much good — and vrould have been fo here, had 
not our bleiied Saviour left us their real charac« 
;ter upon record, and drawn up by himfelf in one 
wwd— That the feft were like whitened fepulchres, 
all fair and beautiful vi'ithout, and enriched there 
with whatever could attra£l: the eye of the behold-, 
er 5 but, when fearched witbinfide, were full of 
corruption, and of whatever could (hock and dif* 
guft the fearcher. So that, with all their afie^la- 
tion of piety, and more extraordinary flri£l:nefs 
and regularity in their outward deportment, all was 
irregular and uncultivated withinr-«-and all thefe 

^* . fair 

* JPrcached in Lent, ^ 

fl 
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fair pret^nccsy how promifing fdever^ blafted by 
the indul^OMre of the worft of human paffions 

. pride — ^fpiritual pride, the worft of all pride— 
hypocrify, felf-love, covetoufnefs, extortion, 
crusty and revenge. What pity it is that the fa« 
cred name of religion (hould ever have been boN 
rowed, and employed in fo bad a work, as in co^ 
vering over fuch a black catalogue of vices, — or 
that the fair form of virtue fhould have beei) thus 
difgracedy and for ever drawn into fufpicion^ from 
dM unworthy ufes of this kind, to which the 
artful and abandoned have often put her. The 
pharifee feems to have had not many fcruples of 
this kind^ and the prayer he makes ufe of in the 
temple is a true pi^re of the man's heart, and 
ihews with what a difpolition and frame of mind 
he came to worlhip. — 

God I I thank thee that thou haft formed me 
of different materials from the reft of my fpecies^ 
whom thou haft created frail and vain by nature, 
but by choice and difpofition utterly corrupt and 
wicked. 

Me, thou haft fafliioned in a different mouldi 
md haft infufed fo large a portion of thy fpirit in- 
to me, lo ! I am raifed above the temptations anil 
defires to which flefli and blood are fubje£l — I 
thank thee that thou haft made me thus — not a 
frail vefiel of day, like th&t of other men — or 
even this publican, but that I ftand her<f a chofen , 
and fanftified veflel unto thee. 
_ After this obvious paraphrafe upon the words, 
which fpeaks no more than the true fpirit of the 
pharifee's prayer, — you would naturally aflc what 
reafon was there for all this triumph — or what 
foundation could he have to infult in this manner 
over the infirmities of mankind~or even thofe of 
H Vox. IV- I the 
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the humble publican who flood before him — 
Why, fays he^ I give tythes of all that I pofleft. 
•—Truly a very indifFerent account of himfelf— 
and if that was all he had to offer in his own be- 
halfy God knows, it was but a weak foundation 
to fupport fo tliueb arrogance and felf^conceit % 
brcaiue the obfervance of both the one and the 
other of thefe ordinances might be fuppofed well 
jenough to be confiftent with the moft profligate 
of Vite and manners. 

The conduA and behaviodr of the poblicaiA 
appears very different — -and indeed as much the 
reverfe to this, as vou could conceive. But before 
we enter upon that, as I have fpoke largely to the 
chara^ler of the pharifee^ 'twill be, but juftic^ to 
fay a word or two in genera! to his.— The pubH* 
can was one of that order of men employed by the 
Roman emperors in levying the taxes and contri- 
butions which were from time to time exa£ted 
from Judea as a conquered nation. Whether from 
the particular fate of that employment, owing to 
the fixed averfion which men have to part with 
what is their own, or from whatever other caufes 
it happened— fo it was, that the whole fet of men 
were odious, infomuch, that the name of a pub* 
lican was a term of reproach and infamy among 
the Jews. . 

Perhaps the many inftances of rigour to ^bich 
their office might dire6^ them — ^heightened fom*- 
timcs by a mixture of cruelty and infolcnce of 
their own — and polTibly always made to appear 
worfc than they were by the . loud clamours and 
mifreprefentations of oniers— all might have'eon* 
tributed to form and fix this odium. But it was 
here no doubt, as, in all other clafles of men, 
whofe prof^iTious expofe them to more tempta^* 

• • ♦ -tions»< 
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tijons than that of others — that there are numbers 
who &jdl behave well^ and who, amidit all the 
iuur€» and epportunities wkieb lie in their way^--^ 
fmh through them not only with an unUemifhed 
chara£ter, but with the inward teflimony oi a 
good coofcience. , 

The publican in all likelihood was one of thefe 
-•-^d the fentimenis of candour and buniiiity 
which the view of his condition infpired, are fuclv 

-aa could come only from a heart and character 
thus defcribed« 

He goes up into the temple to pay his facrifioe 
of prayer — in the difcharge of* which, he pleads 
no merit of his own — enters into no compaiifon 
with otherdyr^r juiUfication of himfelf with 
Gop» but in reverence to thai* holier part of the 
tempk where his prefeace was fuppofed more im«^ 
mediately to be difplayed — ^he keeps afar off — is 
afraid to lift up his eyes towards heaven — but 
iinites upon bis breafl, and, in a ftiort^ but fervent 
^acuiatioii9-«^ubmifltvely beg9 God to bave mer^ 
cy upon his fins. O Go D ! now precious ! how 
amiable ! is true humility ? what a difference in 
ihy fight does it make to cooiift betwim man and 
aotttt I Piide was not, made for a. creature with 
filch manifold imperfe^ons««-religious pride is a 
drefs which dill worfe becomes him — bccaufe, of 
all others, 'tis that to which be has leafl pretence 
— ^ihc beft of us fall fcven times a day, and'there- 
hy add fome degree of unprofitahlenefs to the cha« 
rafter of thofe who do all that is commanded them 
- — Was I perfect therefore, fays Job, 1 would not- 
know my (bul^ I would be filcnt, 1 would be ig- 
norant of my own righteoufoefs i for ihould I fay 
I was perfed, it would prove me to be perverfe. 

. From tliis introduction I will take occafion to re- 
^ I z . commead 
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commend this virtue of religious humility, which 
to naturally falls from the {ixhjtik, and which can- 
not more effectually be enforced, than by an m« 
<|niry into, the chiet caufes which produce the op- 
pofite vice to it—that of fpiritual piide — for in 
this malady of the mind of man — ^the cafe is pa^ 
fallel with moft others of his body^ the dangers of 
which can never rightly be apprehended^ pr can 
femedies be applied either with judgment or fuc- 
cefs, till they are traced back to their firft prin- 
ciples) and the feeds of the diforder are laid open 
and confidered. 

And, firft, I believe, one of the moft general 
caufes of fpiritual pride, is that which feems to 

have mifled the pharifee a miftaken notion of 

the true principles of his religion. He thought, 
no doubt, that the whole of it was comprehended 
in the two articles of paying tythes and frequent 
fafting, and that when he had difcharged his con- 
icience of them — ^he had done all that was re* 
quired at his hands, and might with reafon go, 
and thank God that he had not made him like 
©thers. — It is not to be queflioned, but through 
force of this error, the pharifee might think him- 
ielf to be, what he pretended, a religious and 
upright man.— ^For however he mipfat be brought 
to ail a double and infincere part m the eyes of 
men upon worldly views — it is not to be fuppofed 
--thafwhcn he ftood by himfelf, apart in the 
temple, and no witneffes of what pafled betwem 
Wm and his GoD— — that he Ihould knowingly 
and wilfully have dared to a<fl fo open and bare- 
faced a fcene of mockery in the face of Heaven. 
This is Scarce probable-— -and therefore it muft 
have been owing to fome delufion in his educa« 
tion, which had early implanted in his mind falfe 
and wretched notions of the ciTentials of religion 

— >whichi 
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—which, as he grew up, had proved the feeds of 
infinite error^ both in .pra^lice and fpeeulati* 

Wkh the reft <if his fqS, he had been fo prin^* 
cipled and inftni£led, as to obferve a fcrupulous 
iMcety .and moil religious exa^lnefs in the lefier 
maturt of hi$ rcUgkm-^its freqnem wafliinge^ 
its faftings, and other external rites of no merit in 
themfelves— -~but to ftand exempted from the 
more troubkfome exa£knefs in the weightier mat^ - 
tm of the law, which were of eternal and un>i> 
changeable oUigation. So that they were in' 

truth blind guides who thus would drain at a 

gnat, and yet fwallow a camel 5 and, as our Sa- 
viour reproves them from a famiHar inftance 
of domeftic inconfiftaEicy~wtC^uld make clean the 
-oytfide of the cap and platter— ^et fuffer the in- 
fide- — the mod material part, to be full of cor- 
ruption and excds. From this knowledge of the 
chara^r and princip][es of the pharifee, 'tis eafy 
to aocomt for bis fentiments and bthavionr in the 
temple, which were juft fuch. as they would have 
led one to have expelled. 
* Thus it has always happened, by a fatality 

. MnnMrn to aU fueb aeufea^ of religiony as^ make it 
to confift in external rites and ceremonies more 

than inward purity and integrity of heart. As 

thefe outward things 'are eafily put in practice-—* 
and capaUe of being attained to without much 
(Capacity, eft much oppoiition to flefh and Mood 
—it too naturally betrays the profeflbrs of it into 
a groundlefs perfuafion of their own godlinefs^. 
and a defpicable one of that of others, in their re* 
ligious capacities, and the relations in which they- 
iland towards GoD ; which is the very definition. 

* of. fgiritual ide# " . 
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When the true heart and fpirk of devotion is 
thus loft and extiiiguiflied under a cloud of often- 
tsttious ceremonies and geflures, as is remarkable ' 
in the Roman church — hex the celebration of 
high mafs, when fet off to the befc advantage, 
with all its fcenical decorations and finery, looks 
.more like a theatrical performance, than that 
l]iumble and foleom appeal which duft and aftM 
.are offering up to the throne of Goi> ^ ^ w bea 
religion, I fay, is thus clogged and bore down by 
fuch a weight of ceremonies— it is much eafier to 
put in preteniion^ to holinefs upon fuch a mecha- 
nical f^ftem as is left of it^ than where the cha^ 
ra&er is only to be got and maintained by a pain^ 
fulconfllft and perpetual war againft the paffions. 
'Tis eafier, for inftance, for a zealous Papift to 
crofs himfelf and tell his beads, than for an hum- . 
Me Proteftant to fubdue the lufts of anger, in- 
temperance, cruelty and revenge, to appear be* 
fore his Maker with that preparation of mind 
which beconns him*. The operation of being 
iprinkkd with holy water, is not fa difficult in iu 
felf, as that of being chafte and- fyotlcb within-^ 
confcious of no dirty thought or diflioneft a£bion. 
'Tisamughlhorter way tokj^eLdown at a confef* 
lioiial aiid receiye abfodution, than to live fo as to. 
deferve it---not at the hands of men— ^ut at tlM 
hands of God — who fees the heart, and cannot 
be impofed on. — The achievement of keeping 
Lent, or abftaining from f!e0i on certain days> is 
not fo hard» .as that <^>abfiaiiung from the works . 
of it at all times^— Specially as the point is gene- 
rally managed, amongftthe richer fort, with fuch 
art and epicuiifm at their tables— and with fuch 
il^ulgen^e to a poor mortified ap|)etite—^that an. 

* ' ' ^ entertainmeni^ 
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•entertainment upon a faft is much more likely to 
produce a furfeitj than a fit of forrow. 
V Oae might run the parallel much further : but 
this nnf b fufRrient fliew bow dangerous and 
delufive thefe miftakes arc— Jhow apt to miflead 
• and overfet weak minds, which are ever apt to 
be caught bv the pomp of fuch external parts of 
jd^;ion« Toi8 is^denty that eTen in our own 
ehurch) whore there, k the greateft chaftity in 
things of this nature — and of which none are 
-retained in our worfhip, but what, I believe, tend 
to excite and, affift it — ^yet fo ftrong a propenfiiy 
IS there in . our nature to fenfe— ^uid fo unequal a 
match is the underftanding of the bulk of man-* 
kind, for the impreflions of outward things— that 
we fee thoufands who every day miftake the iha*> 
4ow for the fubftance, and, was it fairly put to 
tlie tirtal, would exchange the reality for the ap- 
pearance. ' ^ 
You fee» this was almoft univerlally the cafe of 
the Jewilb church — ^where, for want of pcoper 
guard and difttn^Uon betwixt the means of religion, 
and religion itfelf, the ceremonial part in time eat 
away the moral part, and left nothing but a fhadow 
behind — ^^Fis to be feared, the buffooneries of the 
Romiih church bid fair to do it th^ fame iU <^cey 
to the difgrace and ruin of Chriftianity wherever 
Popery is eftablifhed. What then remains, but 
that we re^fy thefe grofs and pernicious notions 
of reUgion, and place it upon its true bottom ^ 
which we can only do by bringing back religion 
to that cool point of reafon which firft (hewed us 
its obligation — ^by always remembering that God 
is a fpirity and mud be worihipped fuitable to his 
nature, u e. in fpirit and in truth— -and that the 
Xj^pii acceptable fagrifi^e we ^an oiScr him, is a 

vijtupM?^ 
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virtuous and an vpright iiitnd<««and however no- 

celTary it is, not to leave the ceremonial and po- 
fitive part of religion undpa c ■ ■ ■ y et not like the ' 

pbahfee to reft there and omit the weightier 

Blatters^. but keep ibis in view perpetually, that 
though the inftrumental duties of religion are du- 
ties of unqucftiouable obligation to us— yet they 
are (till but INSTRUMENTAL DUTIES, condu- 
cive to the great end of all religicm«*-whteh is to 
pttrtfy our hearts— *<and conquer our paflions — and, 
in a word, to make us wifer and better men- 



better neighbours~-better citizens — and better 
£enfants to Goi>ir-~>To wfaoou tstf. 
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B^QUAliS XIV. 7* 



For mne of ui Iwetb to'himfelf. 



THERE 18 not a ientence in fcripture whiclv 
ilrike8 a narrow foul with greater aftonifli- 
mcnt ;-^nd one might as eafily engage to clear 
up the darkeft problem in geometry to an ignorant 
mind, as make a fordid one comprehend the truth 
and reafonablenefs of this plain propofition— — No 
man liveth to htmfelf I Why l^-^oes any man 
live to any thing elfe ?— In the whole compafs of 
human life, can a prudent man fteer to a fafer 
point ? — Not live to himfclf 1— To whom then i 
Can any tnterefts or concerns which are fo« 
rdgn to a man's felf) have fuoh %■ claim over him 
that he mud ferve under them, — fufpend his 
own purfuits, — ftep out of his right courfe, till 
others have pafled by him, and attained thefeve* 
nd ends and purpofes of living before him ? 
* If, with a fclfifli heart fuch an inquirer fliould 
happen to have a fpeculating head too, he will 
proceed, and aik you whether this fame prin- 
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ciple, which the apoftle here throws out, of the life 
of man, is not, in fziEt, the grand bias of his na- 
ture? — ^That, however we may flatter ourfelves 
with fine-fpun.notioxisof difintereftednefsandhe- 
roif^ in what we do ; that, were the moft popular 
of our a£Hons ftripped naked, and the true mo- 
tives and intentions of them fearched to the bot- 
tom, we ihould find little reafon for triumph upon 
that fcore.— — 

In a wordy he will fay, that *a man is altoge- 
ther a bubble to himfelf in this matter, and that 
after all that can be faid in his behalf, the trueft 
definition that can be given of him, is this^ That 
he is a feUifli animal y and that all his anions 
have fo ftrong a tindure of that charader, as to 
fliew (to whomever elfe he was intended to live) 
that in fa£l he lives only to himfelf. 

Before I reply direflly to this accufation, I can* 
not help obfervine by' the way, that there is fcarce 
any thing which has done more diffcrvice to fe- 
cial virtue, than the frequent reprefentations of 
human nature, under this hideous picture of de- 
formity, which, b^ leaving out all that is gene- 
rous' and friendly m the heart of man, has funk 
him below the level of a brute, as if he was a 
compofition of all that was mean-fpirited and felf- 
iih. Surely, ^tis one flep towards a£ling well, 
to think worthily of our nature f and, as in com- 
mon life, the way to make a man honeft, is, to 
fuppofe him fo, and treat him as fuch; — fo here, 
to let fome value upon ourfelves, enables us to 
fupport the chara£^er, and eren infpires and'adds. 
fentimeilts of generofity and virtue to thofe which 
we have already preconceived. The fcripture 
tells us. That God made man in his own image, 
•—not furely in the fenfitive and coqporeal part 

of 
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of him, that could bear no refemblance with a 
pure and infinite fpirit, — but what refemblance 
he bore was undoubtedly in the moral reftitude, 
and the kind and benevolent affe^cms of his na« 
ture. And tho' the brightnefs of this image has 
been fullied greatly by the fall of man, in our fiiih 
parents, and the chara^ers of it rendered dill leis 
.legible, by the man^ fuperindu£lions of his own 
depraved appetites unce, y et 'tis a laudable 
pride, and a true greatnefs of mind to clicriili a 
belief, that there is fo much of that glorious 
image flill left upon it, as fliall rcftrain him from 
bafe and difgraceful a£tions$ to anfwer which 
end, what thought can be more conducive than 
.that, of our being made in the likenefs of the 
greateft and bed of Beings? This is a plain 
eonfequence. And the confideration of it ihould 
have in fomb meafure been a protc£bion to human 
nature, from the rough ufage flie has met with 
' from the fatirical pens of fo many of the Frencl^ 
writers, as well as of our own country, who, 
.with.more wit than well-meaning, have defpe- 
rately farfen foul upon the whole fpeejcs, as a fet 
of creatures incapable either of private friendlTiip 
or publick fpirit, but juft as the cafe fuited their 
own intereft and advantage. 

That there is felfifhne^, and meannefs enough 
in the fouls of one part of tl»e world, to hurt the 
credit of the other part of it, is what I fliall not. 
difpute againft j but to jiidge of the whole, from* 
this bad ^mple, and becanfe one man is plotting 
and artfol in his nature;— or, a fecond, openly 
makes his pleafure or his profit the fole centre of 
all his defignsj— or becaufe a third ftrait-hearted 
.wretch fits confined within hiaifelf feels no 
misfortunes but thof^ which touch himfelf : to in*- 
VoL. IV. ' K ' V0VI5 
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volve the whole race, without mercy, under fuch 
detefted chara£i;erS| is a conclufion as falfe as it is 
pernicious; and was it^ in general, to gain credit^ 
could ferve no end but the rooting out of our na«- 

ture all that is generous, and planting in the ftead 
of it, iuch an averfion to each other, as mull untie 
-the bands of fociety, and rob us of one 6£ the 
greateft pleafures of it, the mutual communica- 
tions of kind offices j and, by poifoning the foun- 
tain, render every thing fufpe£ted that flows 
through it. 

To the honour of human nature, the fcripture 
teaches us, that God made man upright, — and 
though he has fince found out many inventions, 
which have much difhonoured this noble ftruc- 
ture, yet the foundation of it ftands as it was,— • 
the wnole frame and defign of it carried on upon 
focial virtue and publick fpirit, and every member 
of us fo evidently fupported by this ftrong cement, 
^hat we may fay with the apoitle, t/jat no man 
Hveth to bimjelf. In whatfoever light we view 
him, we (hall fete evidently, that there is ho fta- 
tion or condition of his liic, — — i\o c iTice, or rela-* 
tion, or circum fiance, but there arlfcs from it fo 
many ties, fo many indifpcnfible claims upon him, 
as muft perpetually carry him beyond any felfifii 
confi deration, and fliew plainly, that, was a man 
foolifhly wicked enough to d<: fign to live to himfelf 
alone, he would either find it impracticable, or he. 
' would lofe, at leaft, the very thing which made 
life itfelf defireable. We know that our Creator, 
like an all-wife contriver, in this, as in all other of 
his works, has implanted in mankind, fuch appe- 
tites and inclinations as were fuitable for their 
(late; that is, fuch as would naturally lead him tt> 
• Ae love of focicty and friendfliip, without which 

he 



Digitized by 



§ B R.M. Ov N yu;. ' 1.1 1. 

* 

be would havei been fpuii4: a wprfe jcondttiqn. 
than the very beafts of the field. No one, there- 
for6, who lives in fociety, can be faid to live to 
himfelf,— !— he lives to his God,— to his kin^ • 
and his country. — lives to hip fan?ilyj to h;s. 
friends, to all under bis ^truft ; and, in a word, 
be lives to the whole race of mankind : whatlo- 
ever; h^s the charafter of man,^ and wears the 

^fame ixp^ge of God that he does, is truly bia 

biH^ther, and has a juft claim to his kimtnef^. - 

That this is the cafe in facl:, as well as in theory, 

^ may be made plain to any one, who has made any 
obfervation^ upon human life. — When we have 
traced it through all its conne£tion8~viewed it 
undec the feveral obligations which fucceed each 
other in a perpetual rotation through the dilTcrent 
llages of a hafty pilgrimage, we fhall find that 
thefe dp operate &> ftrpngly upon it^, and Ipy u^ 
jaflly under fo mmj reftrainta, that we are every- 
hour facrificing fomcthing to fociety,,in returi^ for 
the benefits we receive from it. 

To illuflrate tbisj^ let us take a fhort furvey of, 
^ lif^ o^ any on€ n^an (not liable .to great excep-^ 
tions, but fuch a life as is common to moiU) l^t- 
us examine it merely to this point, and try how 
far it will ai^jfwer fucU a rcprefentation. 

If we begin with binx ii> that early age, whcre-i 
in the ftrongeft n^ajpks of undifguifed tenderncfs 
and difinterelled compaflion fliew ihcinfcKcs, — 
I might previoufly obfcrve, with what imprc^lion^> 
is come out of tbe band of God, with the 
very bi^s nppn i^is nai;urQ Ayliich pr^epaces him for 
the charafter which he was deCc^ned to fulfil. — 

o 

But let us pafs bv the years which denote child- 
hood, as no lawful evidence, ypu'li fay, in this 
dii^u^ y kt us follow him to the period when he 

K a haa 



Digitized by Google 



112 SERMON VII. 



has juft got loofc from tutors and governors, when 

his aftions maybe argued upon with lefs exception. 
If you obferve, you will find, that gne of the firft 
Sknd leading pyopenfities of his nature, is that 
which difcovers itfclf in the defire of fociety, and 
the fpontaneoos love towards thofe of his kind. 
And though the natural wants and exigencies of 
his condition are, no doubt, one reafon of this 
amiable inipu]fe,-^GoD having founded that in 
bim, as a provifional lecurity to make him focial; 
—yet though it is a reafon in nature — 'tis a rea- 
fon, to him yet undifcovered. 

Youth is not apt to philofophife fo deeply — but • 
follows, — ^as it feels itfelf prompted by the inward 
workings of benevolence — without view to itfelf, 
or previous calculation either of the lofs or profit 
which may accrue. Agreeably to this, obferve 
bow warmly, how heartily he enters into friend* 
{hips, — how difinterefted, and unfufpicious in the 
choice of them, — how generous and open in his 
profeffions ! — how fincere and honeft in making 

them good 1 When his friend is in diitrefs, — 

what lengths he will go, — ^^hat hazards he will 
bring upon himfelf, w hat embarraflment up- 
on his affairs, to extricate and ferve him! If man 
is altogether a fcififti creature (as thefe moralizers 
would make bim) 'tis certain he does, not arrive 
at the full maturity of it, in this time of hts life. — 
No. If he deferves anv accufation, 'tis in the 
other extreme, " That in his youth he is general- 

rally more fool than knave," — and fo far * 
from being fufped;ed of living to himfelf, that be 
lives rather to every body clfej the unconfciouf- 
nefs of art and defign in his own intentions, ren- 
dering him fo utterly void of a fufpicion of it in 
others^ as to leave him too oft a bubble to every one 
* • wha 
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iwrho wottW take the advantage.— But yoit will fay, 

lie foon abates of thefc trani'ports of dillnterefted 
love i and as he grows old^^r, — ^grows wiicr, and 
learns to live more to himfelf. 
Let ua examine- 
That 7i longer knowledge of the world, and 
feme experience of infmcerity, — will teach him a 
Jeflbn of more caution in the choice of friendfhips^ 
and lefa forwardnefii in the undiftinguiAied offei^ 
of his fervices, is what I grant. But if heeools 
of thefcj does he not grow warmer ftill in con- 
nediions of a di^erent kind? Follow him, I prs^y 
joUf into, the next ftage of life^ where he has eor 
tered intoengagemmis, and appears as the father 
of a family, and you will fee the pafllon Aill re- 
mains-r-the ftream fomewhat more confined, — 
but runs the ftronger for it, — the fame benevo- 
lence of hearty altered c^ly in its courfe,. and the 
difference of objeds towards which it tends. 
Take a fhort view of him in this light, as a£ling 
under the mauy tender claims whidb that relation 
lays upcm hun>-r^pending many w eary days, and 
4ltepk£B night»,-!^ttevly forgetful of himfelf,^ 
intent only upon his family, and with ?a\ anxious 
heart, contriving and labouring to keep it froijii 
•didrdsy againil that hour when he iliall be taken 
from lts projte^^ion. Does fuch a one live to him- 
<clf?-*-Hewhorifes early, late takes refi, and cat^ 
'the bread of carefulneis, to fave others the ioircvr 
of doing fo alter him » does fuch a one live ouiy tp 
himfeif ? — Ye who are parents, anfwer this que- 
•Aioa for him* How oft have ye facrificed your 
health, — your cafe,- your pleafures, — nay, the 
very comforts of your lives, for the fake of your 
-children ? — How many indolgencics have ye givep 
npf-rrrWhat lelt-Hdeni»ls and difficulties have ye. 
( K 3 cheer^U}^ 
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cheerfully undergone for them?-— In their fick«- 

nefs, or reports of their mifconducl, how have ye 
gone on your uwk foiTcf^vlng P What alarms with- 
in you, when fancy forebodes but imaginary mif« 
fortunes hanging over them,«— but when real ones 
haTC overtaken them, and mifchief befallen them 
in the way in which they have gone^ how, fliarper 
than a fword,* have ye felt the workings of paren* 
(al kindnefs? In whatever period of human lifo 
we look for proofs of felfiihnefs,— 4et us not feek 
them in this relation of a parent, whofe whole 
life, when truly known, is Giften little elfe but a 
iucceilion of careSy beart-aehes^ and'difquieting- 
apprehenfionSy — enough to (hewy that he is but 
an inilrument in the hand of God to provide for 
the well-being of others, to ferve their intercft as, 
w:ell as his own. 

If you try the truth of this reafonmg upea everr 
other part or fittiation of the fame life, you wiw' 
find it holds good in one degree or other. Take 
a view of it out of tl^efe clofer conneftions both 
of a friend and parent. Confider him for a mo» 
ment under that natural alliance^ in which even z 
heathen poet ha^ placed him ; namely, that of 
man : — and as fuch, to his honour, as one inca- 
pable of, {landing unconcerned in whatever con*^ 
cerns his fellow-creatures. Compaffion has fo 
great a (hare in our nature, and the miferies of 
this worlcl are fo coRftant an excrcife of it, as to 
leave it in no one's power (who deferves the name 
of man) in this refpcd:, to live to htmfelf. 

He cannot ftop his ears againft the cries of the 
unfortunate*— —The fad ftory of the fatherlefs, 
and him that has no helper, mufl be heard. — The 
jorronvful ftgf^'ing of the prifoncr will come before 

him $ and a thoufaud other uat«ld caies of diftrefe 

to 
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to which the life of man is fubjeft, find a way to 
his heart, let intereft guard tbe pnflhge as it wiU 
— if he hath this i»orJd's goods , undjeeth his brother . 
have need, he wi/l ne$ be able to jput up his bofvek 
of compajfton from htm* 

Let any man of common humanity look back 
upon his awn life, as fubjeded to thefe ilrong 
claims, and recoiled the inficience they have had 
upon him. How oft the mere impulfes of gene- 
rofity and compaffion have led him out of his way? 
— In how many sb£l8 of charity and kindnefs, his 
fcUow-feeling for others have made him forget " 
himfelf In neighbourly offices, how oft he has 
afted againft all confiderations of profit, conveni- 
ence, nay, fometimes, even of juftice itfelf ? — 
Let him add to this account, how much, in the 
progrefs of bis Ufe, has been given up even to the 
Icfler obligations of eiviHty and ^ood manners ?-*- 
What reftraints they have laid him under? How 
lar^e a portion of time, — how much of his incli- 
nation, and the plan oif life he ihouid moft have 
wifhed^ has from tithe to time been made a facri- 
fice to his good nature and diCnclination to give 
pain or difguft to others! 

"Whoever takes a view of the life of man, in ^ 
this glafs wherein I have ihewn it, will find it fo 
befet and hemmM in with obligations of one kind 
or other, as to leave little room to fuf[\cft, that 
man can live to himfelf : and fo clofely has our 
Creator linked us together (as well, as all other 
parts of his works) for the prefervation of that har- 
mony in the frame and fyftem of things which hisv 
wifdom has at firft eftabliflied, — that we find this 
. bond of mutual dependence, however relaxed, is 
too ftrong to \it b^ke \ and I believe, that the' 
moft men find U: is fo^ and that they can^ 

not^ 
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not, in fa£b, live fo much to themfclvcs, as the 
narrownels of thjeir own hearts incline them. l£ 
thefe reflediions are juft upon the moral relations 
in which we ftand to each other, let ua clofe the 

• examination with a fliort reflt£lion upon the great 
relation in which \vc ftand to God. 

The 111 it and moil natural thought on this fub* 

jcGt, which at one time or other will thrvdt itfelf 
upon every man's mmd, is this, — ^That there is 
a God who made me, — to whofe gift I owe all 
the powers and faculties of my foui, to whofe 
providence I owe all the bleffings of my life, and 
by whofe permilHon it is that I exercife and enjoy 

-them ; that I am placed in this world as a crea- 
ture but of a day, haftening to the place from, 
whence I ihall not return. — ^That I am account- 
able for my condud and behaviour to this ig;reat6it 
and wifeft of Beings, before whofe judgment-ieat I 
muft finally appear, and receive the things done 
in my body, — whether they are good, or whether 
they are bad. 

Can any one doubt, but the moft inconfiderate 
of men fometimes fit down coolly, and make 
fome fuch plain refieftions as thefe upon thejr 
ftate and condition ?— or that, after they have 
made them, can one imagine they krfe all e0e£k i 
— ^As little appearance as there is of religion in 
the world, there is a great deal of its influence 
felt in its afiairs — nor can one fo root out the 
principles of it, but like nature, they will return 
again, and give cheeks and interruptions to guil- 
ty purfuits. There are feafons, when the 
tnoughts of a juft God overlooking, and the ter- 
ror of an after- reckoning, have made the moA 
determined tremble, and ftop (hort in the execu-^ 
tion of a wicked puirpofe i axul if we conceive that 

, . the 
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the worft of men lay fome reftraints upon them- 
felves from the weight of this principle, what 
iball we think of the good .and virtuous part of 
the world) who live under the perpetual influence . 
of it, — ^who facrifice their appetites and paffions^ 
from a confcience of their duty to God, and con- 
iider him as the obje^ to whom they have dedi-^ 
cated their fervice^ and make that the firft prin- 
ciple and ultimate end of all their afkions ?-~Hpw 
many real and unafFefted inftances there are in 
this world, of men thus governed, will not fo 
much concern u% to inquire, as to take care that 
we are of the number: which may God grantj 
for the fake of j£sus Cheist. Anten* 
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EcCLfiSIASTfiS IX« iX» 

l returned and faw under the fuuy thai- the rate is 

not to tbe fwifty'^nor the battle to the Jlrong^'^ 
neither yet bread to the ivife^ nor yet riches to 
men of underftanding^. nor fet favour to men of 
Jkill^-^^^t time and' chance ha^fpeneth te them 
alL 



WHEJiT a mart' cafls a look iip6n thrs 
meltncholy defcription • of the world, and^ 
fees, contrary to all his guefles and €xpt6tix\oM^ 
what different fates attend the lives of men, — 
how oft it happens in the world, that there is not 
'even bread to the wife, nor riches to men of un«> 
derftanding, (5V.~fae is apt to oondude with a 
figh upon it, — in the words,— though not in the 
fcnfe of the wife man, — that time and chance hap-* 
peneth to them all^r— That time and chance,— 
^pt feafons and fit conjundures^ have the greateft 
fway in the turns and dtfpofals of metis fortunes c 
'.and that, as thefe lucky hits (as they are called) 
happen to be for, or againft.a man, — they either 
open the wav to his i^Tancement againft ail ob- 
-^ades^r-or mock it up againft. aU: helps and at«' 

h X . tempts i> 
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tempts ; that, aft the text intimates, neither wtf- 
dowy nor utiderjlandlng^ nor Jkilly fliall be able to 
furmount them. j 

HMiever widely >we m^> differ in our reafeh* 
htgs tipon this obfervation of Solomon's, the au* 
thority of the obfervation is ftrong beyond doubt, 
and the evidence given of it in ^11 agea fo alter- 
nately confirmed by examples and complaints, as^ 

to leave the fa^ itfelf unqueftionable. ^"i hat 

things are carried on in this world, fometimes (<> 
contrary to all our reafonings, and the feeming 
probabilities of fuccefs, — that, even the race is 
not to the fwift, nor the battle to the ftrong,— 
nay, w*hat is ftranger ftill— -nor yet bread to the 
wife, who fliould laft ftand in want of it, — nor 
yet riches to men of undcrflanding, v ho you 
would think beft qualified to acquire them,— nor 
yet favour to men of lkiU>. whofe merit and pre-* 
tences bid the faireft for it— but that there are 
fome fecret and unfeen workings in human alTairs, 
which baffle all our endeavours, — ^and turn aGdb 
the couffe of thing.< in fuch a manner, — that the 
moft likely caufcs difappoint and fail of producing 
for us the eiTc6^ which we wiihed and natur*^ly 
•cxpedted f-rom them. 

You, will fee a ma% of whom, was y&u to 
form a conjecture from iht appeai^nce&of things 
in his favour, — you would fay whs fetting out in 
die world with the fairell prolpect of making his 
.fortune in it ; — with all thc^dvautages of birth to 
•i;ecommend him, — of perfonal merit to fpeak for 
liim, — ^and of friendSito help and pulb him for- 
wards : you will behold him, notwithftanding- 
•this, difappointed in every eiiccl you might natu- 
,BaUy haye looked for, from them 5 every Ilep he 
takes towards bis advanceinent», fomething. in.vi« 
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fible (hall pull ium back^ Smt uaforefecn obibcfe r 
fliall rife up peq^etually in his way, and hecp « 

there. ^In every application he makes, — fome 

untoward circumltance lhall blafl it — He fliall rife 
early, — late take reftf«-andjeat the bread of care-- 
fulncksy— -yet fome happier man fhaililiU^ife up^, 
and ever nep in before him, and leave<him4tiiig-»< 
•gling to the end of his life, jnth^ very .fame place* 
in which he firil began it. 

The . hiftorr. of a leccmd^^fliairia ai^t^i^^ 
-lie the comraft ta this. . He ihall come into tbc * 
.world with the moft unpromifing appearance,, 
— Ihall fct forwards without fortune, without 
•friends,— without- talents to procure him either* 
.the one or the other; Nevertbelefs^ yoo^cwiU fee • 
•this clouded profpcS brighten up infenfibly, un- - 
accountably before him ; every thing prefented ia 
his way, (hall turn out beyond his ezpe^ations, 
— in fpigbt of that chain ,of UflfnrmoimtaUe dif^j 
•ficolties - which fifft threatened faini,-*«€inie' anil i 

-chance lluill open him a way, a ferics of fuc-« 

cefsful occurrences fliall lead I\im by the hand tp 
^hcw fummit of honour and fortune, and, in a* 
word, without giving him the pains of tifatnking,, 
tor the credit of projefting it, fliall place him in 

iafe poiFeifion of. all that ambition could, wiihi 
for. 

The hiftories of the lives and £9rtttae6.^ m 
sre fall of inflaaees of this mtttre,-^where fa- • 

'Vosrable times, and lucky accidents, have done 
for them, what wifdoai or 0^111 could not: and 
there is fcarce any one who has lived long in the • 
world, who, upon looking backwards,, will notv 
dtfeover fuch'a mixture of thefet in the many fuc* • 
cefsful turnvS which have happened in his life, as ; 

io ksLVS him vcrjr little rea£L)a. to dif|4Ue. ag^inil: 
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.Jibe fatSt). and^ I floould hope, a& little upon die* 
Mncliifioiis to be drawn from id. 

: Some, indeed, from a fuperfickil "view of this. 
:reprefentation of things, have athtillically infer- 
-red,* — that becaufe there was fo much of lottery 
.in this life>— and mere cafualty feemed to have* 
•&ch aiharetn the difpofal of our afFairs^-^^hit 
rthe providence of God flooJ neuter and uncon?- 
cerned in their leveral workings, leaving them to 
the mercy of time and chancei to be furthered or 
difappointed as fuch bland agents directed* Wberar 
as in truth, the very oppcmtc conclufion followt. 
i'or confider, — if a luperior intclh'gcni power did 
not fometimes crofs and over-rule events in thhs 
'iRrorld--^en our policies and defigns in it^ would 
always anfwer. according to the wifidom and ftras- 
tagem in which they were laid, and every caufe, 
the courfe of things, would produce its natural 
,^ffe&9. without variation*. Now, as this is not the 
j$afe, it neceifarily foUows't from Solomon's rear- 
.foning, that, if the race is not to the fwift, if know* 
ledge and leariiing do not always fecure men from 
wanty-HQor. care and induilry always make men 
rich, — nor. art and IkiJl infallibly tnake men high* 
in the worlds that there is fome* other caufe 
which mingles itfelf in human affairs, and governs 
and turns them as it pleafes ; which caufe can be 
Smo other than the Firfl Caitfe of all things, and'. 
/the fecret and over-ruling providence of that 
Almighty Goo, who, though his dwelKhg is fo 
Jhighi yet he humblcth himfelf to behold the 
things that are done on earth, raifing up the poor 
aut of the duft, and lifting the beggar from the 
4unghill, and> contrary toall hopes,. putting him 
with princes, even with the princes of his peo* 

^bii^W b^ .the waji (be cafe of Da> 
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^vkli wWo makes the a«;kfiowledgmtot !— And*fft> 
doubt — one reafon, why God has felefted t© his 
own difpofal lb many inftanccs as this, where 
Events have run counter to all probabilitie^i: — wa$' 

*to gite teftimony to his previdaiee in governing, 
the world, and td cngage us to a conlideratibn^ 
and dependence upon it, for the event and fuc- 
cei's of our undertakings.*^ For, undoubtedly — 
as I faid, — it (hould^feem but fuitable to nature^s 
law, that the raoQ fliould' ever be to the fwift, 
-—and the battle to the ftiong y — it is reafonable, . 
that the beft contrivances and means fhould have 

• beft fuccefa :r— and fince it often falls out other- - 
ways • in the cafe of man^ wb6re the wifeft prd- 
jefts are overthrown,— —and the moft hopeftil 
means are blalled, and time and chance happens 
to all I " ^ — ^you mull call in the Deity to un- 
tie this- knot ; — for though at fucdry times 
iundry events fall out, — which we, who look no 

•farther than the events themfelves, call chance, 

becaufe they fall out quite contrary, both to our 
intentions and hopes, — yet, at the fame time, in. 
.Tefpe£k of God's providence ovor-ruling in thefe 
-events, it were profane to call them chance, for 
• they are pure defignation, and, though invilible,. 

are ftill the regular difpenlations of the fuperixii- 
/ tending power of that Almightv Beings froin 
^whom all the laws and powers or natore are de- 
rived j who, as he has appointed, fo holds 

them as inftruments in his hands ; and, withput 
|i invading the liberty and free-will of his creatures, 

* mn turn the paffions and defires of their hearts 
•to fulfil his own* righteoufnefs, and work Tuch ef- 
fefts in human affairs, which to us feem merely 
u^ual^ — but to him, certain and. determined, and 

.whtt 

f lUi TilktioD's ksmvk on this fubjeO. 



Digitized by 



ns 



SERMON vni; 



what his infinite wifdom fees neceflary to 6^. 
brought ahout, for the government and preferva-^- 

tion of the world, over which providence perpe- 
tually prefules. 

When the fons of Jacob had caft their bro- 
ther Jofeph into the pit for bis deftrufkion,-:^— ' 
0ne would think, if ever any incident which ton* 
cerned the life of man defervcd to be called i 
.chance, it was thi^ — that the company of Hh-^- 
maelites ihould happen to pafs by, in that open i 
country, at that very place, at that time too,, 
when this barbarity was committed.' After he - 



his life and future fortune ilill depended upon a' , 
feries of contingencies equally improbable. For ' 
inftance, bad the bufinefs of tne Ilhmaelites, vrho > 

bought him, carried them from Gilead, to any 
other part of the world befides Egypt ; or, when ' 
they arrived therCy bad they foid their bond-- 
ilave to any otbert man but Potipbar, through** 
out the whole empire, or, after that dif- 

pofal, had the unjuft accufations of his malter's . 
wife call the yomh into any other dungeon, , 
than that wbere the king's prifoners were kept,-— > ^ 
or had it fallen out at any btber crifis, than when 
Pharaoh's chief butler was caft there too,-— • 
had this, or any other of thefe events, fallen , 
out otherwife than It did, a feries of unme- 
rited misfortunes bad overwhelmed him— — ^and, . 
in confequence, the whole land of Egypt and 
Canaan, From the firft opening to the conclu- 
iion of this long and interefting tranfa£):ion, the . | 
povidence of God foffered every thing to take . » 
Ks courfe : the malice and cruelty of Jofeph's ^ 
brethren, wrought their worft mifchief againft . ^ 

14m y, — T-baniilied him from his country and the i 
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proteftion of his parent. The luft and bafe*, 

nefs of a diiappointed woman funk him ftill deeper ; 

l oaded hia chara£ier with an unjvft re» 
prottch^—— — and, to complete his ruin, doomed 
him, friendlefs, to the miferies of a hopelcfs 
prifon^ where he lav ' negle£icd. P^ovidencc^ 

though it did not crou thefe events^ ^yet pro« 

vidence bent them to the moft merciful ends. 
When the whole Drama was opened, then 
the wifdom and contrivance of every part of 
it was difplayed. Then it appeared, it was not • 
they (as the patriarch infeired, in confolatioa 
of his brethren,) it was not they^ who fold 
him, but God, 'twas he fent him thi- 
ther before them,— — rhis fuperintending power 
"availed itfclf of their paffion c ' dire^led the. 
operations of them, ' h eld the chain in his. 
hand, and turned and wound it to his own pujBr 
jpofe. Te verily thought evil againft me, 
h ut God meant it for good,— -ye had the' 

•guilt of a bad intention,7^ his providence the 

•glory of accompHfliing a good one, ■ b y pre^ 
ferving yot/ a pojierhy upon the earthy and^ 
k ringing to pafs^ as it is ibis dayy to fave much 
^people alive** All hiftorv is full of fuch teftimou 
•nies, which, though tney may convince thofe 
who look no deeper than the furface of things, 

that time and chance happen to all, yet, to 

thofe who loojc deeper, they nianifeft at the 
£ime time, that there is a hand much bufier in 
human affairs than what we vainly calculate; 
•which, though the projeclors of this world over- 
look,— —or at leall make no allawance for in the 
formation of their plans, they generally find it 
in the execution of them*. And. though the fa*' 
^Miift may ur^e,^ that, ^.vcrjr event in this life is 

brought 
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iHPUght about by the miniftry and chain of na^ 
tvral caufesg— -yet, in anfurcr*— let him go one 
&ep higfaer^--«-«and confider^— «~whofe power tt 
fo> that enables thefe caufes to work, ' w hofe 
knowledge it is that forefees what will be their 
£ffe£ts,— — whofe goodnefs it is that is invifiblv 
€ondii£king them forwards to the beft and greateu: 
•nds for the happinefs of his creatures. 

So that, as a great reafoner jiillly diflinguifheS' 

ii^on this point, It is not only rcligioufly 

fpeakingi but with the ftri£le(l and moft pfailofo^ " 
(phical truth of expreffion^ that the fcripture telb . 
us, that God commandsih the ravens: that • 
they are his direftions, which the ivinds and the 
feas obey. If bis fervant hides himfelf by the 
brooky Cuch an order of caufes and effe£b ihaU« 
be. laid , that the fmiU of the air {hall mini* 
fter to his fupport, ■ ■ - W hen this refource fails^, 
and his prophet is directed to go to Zarephath,, 
... f or that he has cummanded a widow womaiv 
Aere to fitftain him ^ t he fame band which 
leads the prophet to the gate of the city— —(hall " 
lead forth the diftrefsM widow to the fame place,, • 
to take him under her roof , and tho> upon» 
the ijnpuUe of a different oocafion^ fiiall never-^. 
tbdefs be made to fulfil, his promife.and.intention& 

of their mutual prefervation." 

Thus much for the truth and illuflration of this* 
great and fundamental do£lrine of a providence • 
die. belief of which is of fuch confequence to us^, 
as to be the great fupport and comfort of our lives. 

Juflly, therefore, might the pfalmift upon this 

declaration,— —that the Lord is King, con— 

dude^ that the. earth may be glad therelbr, yea^ 
the multitude, of the ides may be glad thereof. 

« 

: May/ 
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May God grant, the perfaafion may make us 
* ' .as virtuMS, an k has T£»fon to make us joyful ; 
nnd that it may bring forth in us the fruits of 
. good living to nis praife and glory : to whom be 
all migbt, majefty and dominion^ now and for 
TCroiore. Amen* 
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Matthbw If. l^y ift 

\ 

Then was fuljilled that ivhich was fpohen by v 
* Jeremy the prophet ^ fayin g '^ ^ " I n Rama was 
there a voke beard^ lamentation^ and wiping^ 
and great meuming^ Rdchael weeping fir her 

. ehildren^ and wauld. he con^orted^ hecauje they 
are^mt. 



TH E words which St. Matthew cites here> 
as fbUiUed by die crudty and ambttioti of 

Herod, — are in the 31ft chapter of Jeremiah, 15th 
verfe. In the foregoing chapter, the prophet ha- 
ving declared Gaj>'a intention^ of turning the 
mourning of hk people into joy, by the reftora* 
tion of the tribes which had been led away cjip- ' , 
tive into Babylon v he proceeds, in the beginning 
of thid chapter^ which contains this, prophecy, to 
give a more particular defcription of - the great 
joy and' feftifity. of that proniiled day, when they 
were to return once moic ta their own land, to 
enter upon their ancient poficfiion::;, and enjoy 'a^ 
gain all the privileges they had lod, and, amonglt; 
othersj and what was above them all^-^tbe favour 

M 2 «nd 
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and prote£lion of Go d , and the continmtioii of 

his mercies to them and their pofterity. 

To make, therefore, the impreffion of this 
change the ftronger upon their minda— he gives 
a very pathetick reprefentation of the prec^ttg 
forrow on that day when they were firft led awa/ 
captive. 

Thus faith the Lord, A voice vras heard in 
Rama ; lamentation and bitter weeping, Rachae) 
weeping for her children, refufiftg to comfort- 

cd, becaufe they were not. 

To enter into the full fenfe and beauty of this 
defcription, it is to be remembered, that the tomb 
of Rachael, Jacob's beloved wife, as we read in 
the 3yth of Genefis, waa (ittrated near Rama, 
and betwixt that place and Bethlehem. Upon 
which circumftance, the prophet raifes one of the 
moil affe£iing fcenes that could be conceived ; fer> 
as the tribes,, in their forrowful journey betwixt ^ 
Rama and Bethlehem, in their way to Babylon, 
Avere fuppofed to pafs by this monumental pillar . 
of their anceftor Racbael, Jacob's wife, the pco- 
phet, by a common liberty , in rbetorick, intro* 
duces her as rifing up out or her fepukhie, mdy 
as the common mother of two of their tribes, 
weeping for her children, bewailing the fad cata- 
Arophe of her pofterity- led away into a (brange * 
land>«^>— ~refufiBg to be comforted, becaufe the^r 

were not, loft and cut ofF from their country, 

'dudy in all likelihood> never to be reilored back tp 
her again. 

TIk; JewUh interpreters fay upon this, diat the 

patriarch Jacob buried Rachael in this very place, 
forefeeing, by the fpirit of prophecy, that his 
poflerit^y Should that way be led captive, that fhe 

migbt^ ^ thef paifed her^intcsccedje Sot them. — 
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' But this fanciful fuperftructure upon tti* paf- 
fagc, feems to be little elfe than a mere dream 
of fome of the Jewilli do£l:ors ; and indeed, had 
they not dream'd it when they didi *tis great odds, 
but fome df the Romifh dreamers would have . 
hit upon it before now. For as it favours the 
docJtrine of intcrceffions — if there had not been 
undeniable Touchers for the real inventors of the 
toneeit, one (hould mtieh fooner have fought for 
it amongfl the oral trdditions of this church, thaa 
in the Talmud, -where it is. — 

BiK this by the by. There is ftill another in- 
terpretation of the words here cited bj St. Mat* 
thew, which* altogether excludes this fcenical re- 

prelentation I have given of them. l>y which 

^tis thought that the lamentation of Kachael^ 
here defcribed, has no Immediate reference to 
Rachael, Jacob's wife; but that it fimply ilU 
ludcs to the forrows of her defccndents, the dr- 
ftreiled mothers of the tribes of Benjamin and * 
£phraimy who might accompany their children^ 
led into captivity, as far as Rama, in their way 
to Babylon, whd wept and wailed upon this fad 
occafion, and as the prophet defcribes them in 
the perfon of Rachael, refufing to be comforted 
for the lofe (rf her chil^en, looking upon their 
departure without hope or proipcd! of ever be* 
holding a return. 

Which ever of the two fenfes you give tho 
words of the prophet, the application of them 
by the evangelift is equally juft and faithful. For 
^ the fornwf fcene he relates was tranfacicd up- 
on the very fame flage,— in the fame diftri6l: 

of Bethlehem near Rama,- where fo many mo- 

thera of the fame tribe now fufFered* this fecond • 
ftioft affiB&ing Uow^he words of JeremhAi W ^ 

M 3 the 
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the enogelift obfen es, were titnrally acoNiivliib-* 
ed| and no doubt, in that horrid day, a voice 

was heard again in Rama, lamentation and bit- 
ter weeping — Rachael weeping for her cbildren|. 
and refuling to be comforted every Bethle* 
piitifii motber involved in this calamity, behold-^ 
ing it with hopelefa forrow — give vent to it- 
each one bewailing her children, ami lamenting 
the hardnefs of their lot, with the auguiih of a 
heart as incapable of confolatioo, as they were 
of redrefs. Monftec !~couId no conGderation o£ 
all this tender forrow, (lay thy hands ? — Could 
no reile£lion upon fo much bitter lamentation 
throughout the coafts o£liethlehen), interpofe and 
plead in behalf of fa maay wretched oY^fs&B, as> 
^his tragedy would make r— Was there no way 
open to ambition, but that thou mufl: trample 
upon the affe£lioiis of nature i Could no pity foe 
the innocence of childhoood— 410 fympathy' foxr 
the yearnings of parental love, incline thee to Jbmo: 
other mealures for thy fecurity — but thou rauft 
, thus pitilefly rulh iu — take the vi£tim by vio-^ 
knee — tear it from th^ embcaces of the motheis 
•—offer it up befoi£ her eyes-<— kavei her difcon* 
folate for ever — btoken*-hearted with a lofs-«-ib* 

aft'efting in itfelf fo circumftanccd with hor- 

rori that no time, how fci/endly foever to tha 
mpnynfn l ( houkt ever be aUe. to wear out 
impreffion I' 

There is nothing in which the mind of man is^ 
more divided than in the accounts of this horrid 
nature. For when we conlldejc man, as falhioned 
iby his Maker— innocent and upright-— full of tfaei 
tendereft difpofitions^ — ^with a heart inclining him 
to kindnefs, and the love and protection of his 
:ljpeciesr«~*this id^ of him woHid alau>ft ihake 

the 

% 
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Ote tredit of fueh a^cimnts ; fo that'to clear 

them — wc are forced to take a fccond view of 
man— rvexy different from this favourable one^ iu 
which we infenfibly reprefent him to eur imagi- 
natiOM— — <-€hat i o. ■ w e are obliged to confider 

him — not as he was made ■ but as he is a 

creature, by the violence and irregularity of his 
pa ( &oi M » capable of being pervcFted from all thefe 
iiiendlv and . benevolent profienfities^ and fome- 
times nurried into excefles fo oppofite to them, 
as to render the moft unnatural and horrid ac- 
counts of what he does but too probable. — The 

. truth of this obfervation will be exemplified in 
the caife befdNTe us* Fcht next to the faith an4 
character of the hiftorian who reports fuch 
fa£ts, the particular character of the perfon 

. who committed them is to.be confidered«as a 
vpuehef for their truth and crediinlity t— <ind if^ 
upon inquiry, it appears that the man z&td but 
confiftent with himfelf, — and juft as you would 
have expe£led from his ptinciples, — the credit of 
the hiftorian is reftored>~~and the fadt related 
ftanda iaeoaleftaUey (torn fo ftrong and concur* 
ring an evidence on its fide.—- 

With this view, it may not be an unacceptable 
application of the remaining part of a difcourfe 
upon this day, to' giye wu a iketch of the ch»- 
racier of Uecod,^ not as drawn from fcripture,— ^ 
for, in general, it furnifhes us with few mate-r" 
rials for fuch defcriptions : — the f^icred fcripture 
cuts off in few words the hiftory of the ungodly, 
how great ibever they were in the eyes of tho 
world,— -and, on the^other hand,, dwells largely 
upon the fmalleft aftions of the righteous. — We 
find all the circumftances of the lives of Abraham^ 

liaac^ JzcQ^ and . JojCsph^ recorded in the mir 

uuteft 

* 
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nuteft manner. ' ^ T he wicked feem only fn«f!* 
tioned with regret; juft brought upon the ftage,, 
bn purpofe to be condemned. The ufe and ad^ 
Tantage of which eonduS:— is, I fuppofe, the 
j-eafon — «^as in general it enlarges on no cherrac- 
ter, but what is worthy of imitation, ^fis how* 
CTcr undeniable, that the lives of bad men are 
tiot \fithoitt ufe and whenever fuch a one i» 
drawn, not with a corFirpt ^4ew to be admired^ 
•^but on purpofe to be dcteftcd, — it muft excite 
fuch an horror againft vice, as will ftrike indi- 
teOAj the fame good intpreffion« And thougb 
it is painful in the laft d^ee to paiat a- man is . 
the fhades which hid vices^ha^e caft ttpon^him) — 
vet when it ferves this end, and at the fame time 
lUuttrates a point in facred hiftory — ^it carries its 
own eacttfe with it. . 

. This Herod, therefore, of whom theeinangei* 

lift fpeaks, if you take a fupcrfickl view of his 
iife^ you would fay, was a compound of good andi 
enl I that though he was certainly a bad man, — 
yel you wcroldr think' Ae wboSs was tempered at 
the fame time wkh a mixture o( good q^afittea.* 
So that, in courfe, as is not uncommon, he 
Ivould appear with two characters very different 
'from each' other. If you looked upon the more 
favourable fide, yon woudd £ct » itea^ of ^eat 
addrcfs — popular in his hehairtottr,— —genewMW, 
prince-like in his entertainments and cxpences,, 
tftd, in* SI word, fet off with all fuch virtue and 
(hewy properties, a« bid high for the counte* 
tiance and approbation of the wor]jd*- 
• View him in another light, he was an ambi- 

ttouSj defigning man,— fufpicious of all the 

•^ld>—— -rapacious, — implacable in his temper,, 
wididot felnfc of «eligion,-----ror Icdiiig of h^ma- 
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nJty. Now, in all fuch complex charaiiers as 

thi$) — the way the world ufually judges, is^—- ta 
fum up the good and the bad s^alnft each other^ 
— ^dedttd the lefler of thefe articles from the great- 
er, and (as we do in palling other accounts) give 
credit to the man for what remains upon the ba- 
lance. Now, tho* this feems a fair, — yet I fear 
'tis often a fallacious reckoning,— whicfay tho' it 
may ferve in many ordinary cafes of private life, 
yet will not hold good in the more notorious in- ' 
ilances of mens lives, efpecially when fo compli- 
cated with good and bad^ as to exceed all com- 
mon bounds and proportions. Not to be deceiv- 
ed in fuch cafes, we muft work by a different 
rule, which, tho' it may appear lefs candid, — yet, - 
;Co make sonends^ I am perluaded will bring us 
tn general much nearer to the thing we wanty— 
which is truth. The way to which is — ^in all 
judgments of this kind, tC) diflinguifh and carry 
in your eye the principal and ruling paiSion which 
leads the chara£ler«-and fi^arate that from the 
other parts of it, — and then take notice, how far 
his other qualities, good and bad, arc brought to 
ferve and fupport that. For want of this di- 
(Un£lion> — ^we often think ourfelves inconfiftent 
creatures, when we are^ the furtbeft from it, and 
all the variety of fhapes and contradidory ap- 
pearances we put on, are, in truth, but fo many 
different attempts to gratify the fkrne governing * 
appetite*— 

With this clew, let us endeavour to unravel 

this chara£ler oC Herod, as here given. 

The firft thing which ftrikc^ one in it, is am- 
bitiouj an immoderate thirfl, as well as jes^ouf]r 
of pow<ar;— — how inconfiftent foever in other 
jparts^ his chara<tter appears invariable in this, 

aad 
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and every aftion of his life was true to it. ■ > > 
From hence we may venture to conclude, that 
this was his ruling pafTion^-^-^nd that moft, if 
not all the other "wheels were put Jn ikiotion by 
this firft fpring. Now let us confider how far this^ 
jwas the cafe in faft. 

To begin with the worit part of him , I 
faid^ be was a, man of no fenfe of religion, or at 
leaft no oth^ fenie pf it, bnt that which ferved 
his turn — for he is recorded to have built temples 
in Judea, and credted images in them for idola* 
trous worfliip,-~— -not from a pcrfuafion of doing 
right,^ for be was bred a Jew, aaad coafequentlj 
taught to abhor all idolatrj-^-but he was in trutn 
facrificing all his time to a facred idol of his own,, 
bis lulixkg paflion; for, if we may trufijofephus,^ 
bi^ fole view in fo grofk a compliance was, to in» 
gratbte bimielf widi Auguftus and the grea;t men 
of Rome, from whom he held his power.—— 

With this he was greedy and rapacious : how 

CQold be be otherwife^ with fo devouring an ap^ 
petiie as ambiticm to provide for ?*-^He was jea« 
lous in bis nature, and fufpicious of all theworld« 
— Shew me an ambitious man that is not fo; for 
as fuch a man's band, like Ifhrnael's, is aeainfl 
every man, he concludes, tbat every man's nand, 
in coitrfe, is againft bim. 

• Few men were ever guilty of more aftonifh- 

ing afts of cruelty and yet the particular in- 

ftapces of them in Herod were fuch as he was 
liimied into, by the alarms this waking paflion 
r>erpetually gave him. He put /he whole Sana*-^ 
4irim to the fword, — fparing neither age, or wii- 
4om, or merit—— one cannot fuppole, fimply 
from an inclination to cruelty — ^no — they had op* 
ppfcd the eftabliftment of bis power at Jerufalem.. 

His: 
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His own fcm6> two hopefiBl youASf he cut off 
by a public execution. — ^The worft men have na- 
tural affeftion — and fuch a ftrokc as this would 
run fo contrary to the natural workings of it^ 
that you are forced to fuppofe the impiiUe of fome 
siore violent mdination to oirer-nile and conquer 
it. And fo it was ; for the Jewifli hiftoriaif tells 
'twas jealoufy of power, — ^his darling chjeCt 
—of which he feared they would one day or other 
^fpoflefii hini-->-<faffideiit taducement to tranfport 
a man of fuch a temper into the bloodieft ex- 
^cflTes. 

Thus far this one fatal and extravagant pafTion^ 
tecouati for the daric fide of Heiod's chsura&er. 
This governing prindple being firft laid opien— all 

bis other bad aftions follow in courfe, like fo ma- 
ny fymptomaac complaints from the fame diftem- 
per. 

XiCt us tcCf if diia wa6 notdie caie ereii of hia 

virtues too. 

At firft fight it feems a myftery — how a man, 
fo black as Herod has been thus far defcribed'^ 
ihould be able to fupport himfelf in the favour and 
friendfiup of fo wife and penetrating a body of 
men, as the Roman fenate, of whom he held his 
power. To counter-balance the weight of fo bad 
and detefted a chani£);er««-and be able to beat it 
Up, as Herod did, one would think he mnft have 
been mafter of fome great fecret, worth inquir- 
ing after — ^he was fo. But that fecret was no o- 
ther than what appears on this reverfe of his 
«hara£ker. H^ was a pcrfon of great addfefr— 
popular in his outward bebaviotir-^e was gene» 
rous, prince-like in his entertainments and cx- 

peoco* The world mu Ihca aa corrupt, at Icaft^ 
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as now^— «Qiid Herod underftood itn-knew at wliat 

price it was to' be bought — and what qualities 
would bid the higheft for its good word and ap- 
probation. " • ' 

And in truth, he judged this matter foweU; 
t hat not^thftanding the general odiam and 
prepoffeflion which arofe againft fo hateful a cha- 
rafter — in fpight of all the ill impreflions from fo 
many repeated complaints of his cruelties and 
oppreflMms-— he yet ftemmed the torrent-— and 
by the fpecious difplay of thcfc popular virtues, 
bore himfelf up againft it all his life. So that 
at leng|h, when he was fummoned to Rome, to. 
anfwer for his crimes^-rjofephus tells Q»*-that 
by the mere magnificence -of his e x pe n ces— 
the apparent generofity of his behaviour, he en- 
tirely confuted the whole charge — and fo ingra* 
tiated himfelf with the Roman fenate — and woi\ 
the heart of Auguftua— -(as lie had that of An- 
thony before) that He ever afterliad his favour 
and kindnefs ; which I cannot mention without 
adding — that it is an eternal ftain upon the cha- 
ra&er and memory of Auguftus, that he fold his 
countenance and prote£bioa to fo ,bad a man, for 
fo mean and bafe a conGderation. 

From this point of view, if we look back up- 
on Herod — ^his beft qualities will fhrink into litde 
room, and how glittering foever in appearance, 
when brought to this balance, are found wanting. 
And in truth, if we would not willingly be de- 
ceived in the value of any virtue, or fet of vir- 
tues info complex a charad^r——^e muft call 
them,to ,this very account; examine wlfom they 
ferve,* what paflion and what principle they 
have for their mafter. When this is under- 

the y^h . dew is unravelled at once^ 
«HB| m and 
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and the chara£ler of Herod, as complicated as it 
is given us in hiitory-^-^ — ^when thus analyjGed^ is 
fummed up in three words Tiat he was a man 

• 9f unbounded ambition^ nvho fluck at nothing to gra^* 

tify if; fo that not only his vices were mini- 

fterial to his ruling pafTion, but his virtues too 
(if they defcrve the name) were drawn in, and 
lifted into the fame fervice. 

' Thus much for the charader of Herod— —the 
critical review of which has many obvious ufes, 
to which I may truft you, having time but to 
mention that particular one which firft led me 

* into* this examination, namely, that all obje£^ions 
againft the evangeliiVs account of tMs day's 

flaughter of the Bethlemitifli infants from the 

incredibility of fo horrid an account — arc filcncccl. 
by this account of the man ; fince in this he a£ked 
but like himfclf, and juft lb as you would expcft 
in the fame circumitances, from every i\um of fo 

ambitious a head and fo bad a heart. Con- 

fider, what havock ambition has made— how 
often the fame tragedy has been a^ed upon larger 

theatres ^where not only the innocence of child- 

hood or the grey hairs of the aged, have 

found no proteftion— — but whole countries with- 
jout dillin£iion have been put to the fword; or, 
what is as cruel, have been driven forth to naked- 
nefs and famine, to make way for new ones, un- 
der the guidance of this pafhon. For a fpeci- 

men of this^ reflect upon the itory related by Plu- 
tarch ; w hen^ by order of the Roman lenate^ 
feventy populous cities were unawares falked and 
deftroyed at one prefixed hour, by P. ^'.mllius— 
by whom one hundred and fifty thoufand unhappy 
people were driven in one day into captivity 

to he fold to the high eft bidder, to end their tlays 
Vot.IV. N.;. • m 
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in cruel labour and anguilh. As aftonifliing as die 
account before us is, it vaniflies into nothing from 

fuch views, fince it is plain from all hiftory, that 
there is no wickednefs too great for fo unbounded 
a caufe^ and that the moft horrid accounts in hif- 
tory are, as I faid above, but too probable effeOs 

of it — — 

May God of his mercy defend mankind from 
future experiments of this kin d a nd grant, we 
may make a proper ufe of them, for the iake of 
Jbsus Christ, jimen. 
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Job XIV. i, 2. 



Man thai is hom of a nvmatiy is of few days^ and 

full of trouble :—He cometh forth like a foiver^ 
and is cut donvn j he feetb alfo as a Jbadow^ a^d 
continuetb not* 

% • 



THER.E is forrjetijing in this iefie£l5on of 
holy Job's upon the fliortnefs of life, and 
InftabiJity of human affairs^ fo beautiful and truly 
fublime ; that one might challenge the writings 
.of the moft celebrated orators of antiquity, to 
produce a fpecimen of eloquence, fo noble anj 
thoroughly aiFe£ljng. Whether this effe& be 
.owing, in fome.meafure, to the pathetic nature 
of the fubjeft reflefted on ; or to the eaftern 
manner of expreflion, in a ftilc more exalted and 
fuitable to great a fubje£l, or (which is tiie 
^Biore likely account) becaufe they, are properly 
the words of that Being, who firft infpired man 
"with language, and taught his mouth to utter, 
who opened the lips of the dumb, and made the 
tongue of the infant el()quent ; — to which of tliefe* 
we are to refer the beauty and fublimity of this, 
as well as that of numberlefs other paflages in ho- 
ly writ, may not fcem now material \ but furely,. 

N.j^. . withoutc 
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"veithout tbefe helps, never man was better qua- 
lified to make juft and noble reflections opon tfkc 
- ihortnds of human life, and inftability ot human 

affairs, than Job was, who had hiaifclf waded 
through fuch a fea of troubles, and in his pailkge 
bad encountered >inany viciffitudes of ftorms and 
fun-fhine, and hj turns had felt beth the extremes, 
of all the happinefs, and all the w retchednefs that 
mortal man is heir to. : 

The beginning of his. days w^s crowned with 
every thing that ambition ccHild wifh for ;—— he- 
was the greateft of all men of the Eaft^ — had 
large and unbounded pofl'eflions, and no doubt 
enjoyed ail the comforts and advantages of life, 

which they could adminifter. ^Perhaps you will 

fay, a wife man might not be inclined to give a . 
full loofe to this kind of happinefs, without fome 
better fecurity for the fupport of it, than the mere 
pofTeiTion of fuch goods of fortune^ which often, 
ilip from under us, and fometimes unaccountably 
make themfelves wings, and fly away.— But he 

liad that fecurity too ; for the hand of provr- 

dence, which had thus far prote£led, was ftiU 
leading him forwards, and feemed engaged in the 
prefervation and continuance of-thefe bleifliiigs 
God had fct a hedge about him, and about all 
that he had on every fide ; he had bleffed all the 
works of his hands, and his fubftance increafed , • i 
every day. Indeed, even with this fecurity, 
riches to him who hath neither child mr brothery 
as the wife man obferves, inflead of a comfort, 
prove fometimes a fore travel and vexation. — -The 
mind of man is not always fatisfied with the rea- 
sonable aflufance of its own enjoyments^ but will: 
Ipok forwards, and if it difcovcrs foiric imagina- 
ry void, the want of foine beloved objcft tp fill 
l:gs^ place after him, will often difquiet itfelf in 
- ^ * - vain,^ 
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vain, and fay,-«— — " For whota do I labotir> and 
bereave myfcif of >eft ?'' 

This bar to his hap))inefs God had likewife 
takea away, -in blclEng him with a numerous ofF- 
ipring of Tons and daughters, the apparent inhe^ 
ritors of aU his prcfent happineft.— ~FIeafing re- 
flexion ! to think the bleflings God has indulged 
one's felf in, fhall be handed and continued down 
to a man's own feed : how little doe» this differ 
froiA a ftcond enjoy melit of them, to an afl^i- 
cnate parent ? who Aaturally looks forward with 
as ftrong an imereft upon his children, as if he 
was to live over again in his own pofterity. 

What could be wanting to finifli fnch a pi^luf^ 
Of ah appy man ?*^urely nothing, except a vir- 
tuous difpofition to give a relifh to thefe bleflings, 

and direft him to make a proper ufe of them. . 

UeJbad that too ; for he was a perf^ft and upright 
man, one that feared God, and efchewed evil. ' 

In the midft of all this profperity, which w as 
as great as could well fall to the fhare of one 

man 5 ^whilft all the world looked gay, aild 

fmiled upon him, and every thing round him 
ieemed fo prdiifiife, if poflible, an increafe of hap- 
pinefs, in one inftant all is changed into forrovr 
and utter defpair. — 

It pleafes God, for wife purpo&s, to blaft the 
fortunes of his houfe, ahd cut off the hopes of 
Iris pofterity, and in one mournful day, to bring 
this great prince from his palace down to the 
dunghill. His flocks and herds, in which con- 
fifted the abuiidance of his wealth, were part 
confiimed by a fire from hfeaven, the remainder 
taken away by the fword of the enemy : his fons 
and daughters, whom 'tis natural to imagine fe 
good a man had fo brought up in a fchfe of their 
4uty, as to give him idl reafonable hopes of much 
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joy and pleafure in their future lives ; natural 

profpe£t for a parent to look forwards at, to re* 
coinpe9fe him for the many cares and anxieties 
which their infancy had coft him ! thefe dear 
pledges of his future happinefs were all, all 
fnatched from him at one blow^ juft at the time 
that one might imagine they were beginning to be 
the comf<»t and delight of his old age, which 
moft wanted fuch ftaves to lean on : — and as cir- 
cumftances add to an evil, fo they did to this 
for it fell out^ not 'only by a very calamitous acci- 
dent, which was grievous enough in itfelf ; but 
likewife upon the back of his other misfortunes, 
when he was ill prepared to bear fuch a fhock 5 
and what would flill add to it^ it happened at an 
hour when he had leaft reafon to expe£t it, when 
he would naturally think his children fecure and 
out of the way of danger. For whilft they 

were feailing and making merry in their ddeft 
<^ brother's houfe, a great wind out of the wil- 

demefs fmote the four comers, of the houfe, 

and it fell upon them." 

Such a concurrence of misfortunes are not the 
common lot of many : and yet there are inftances 
of fome who have undergone as fevere trials, 

and bravely ftruggled under them ; perhaps by 
natural force of fpirits, the advantages of health, 
and the cordial alliftance of a friend. And with 
thefe helps, what may not a man fuftain ? — But 
this was not JoVs cafe % for fcarce had thefe evils 
fallen upon him, when he was not only born 
down with a grievous diftemper, which afflifted 
him from the crown of his head to the fole of his 
fool, but likewife his three friends, in whofe kind 
confolatlons he might have found a medicine,— 
even the wife of his bofom, whofe duty it was, 
with a gentle laiandi to have foftened all bis for rows, 

inllead. 
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inftead of doing this, they cruelly iiifulted aitd be- 
came the reproachers of his integrity. O God 1 
what is man when thou thus bruifeft him^ and 
makefl his burden heavier, as his ftrcngth grows 
lefs : — Who, that had found himfelf thus an ex- 
ample of the many chances and changes of this 
mortal life; — ^when be confidered himfelf now 
dripped and left dcftitute of fo many valuable 
bleflings which, the moment before, thy provi- 
dence had poured upon his head; — when he reiie^t^ 
ed upon this gay delightfome ftru^iurej in appear- 
ance fo ftrongly built, fo pleafingly furrounded 
with every thing that could flatter his hopes and 
wiflies, and beheld it all levelled with the ground 
in one moment, and the whole profped): . vanifli 
with it like the defcription of an enchantment;-— 
who, I fay, that had fecn and felt the fliock of 
fo fudden a revolution, would not have been fur- 
niflied with juft and beautiful reflexions upon the 
occafion i - and faid with Job in the ^ords of the 
text, That man tbat is bom of a woman, is 

of few days, and full of mifery ; — that he com- 

eth forth like a flower^ and is cut down ; he 

fleeth alfo as a (hadow^^and continueth not." 

The words of the text are an epitome, of the 
natural and moral vanity of man, and cgntain two 
diftindl declarations concerning his ftate and con- 
dition in each refped. 

Firft) that he is a creature of few days ; and, 
fecondly, that thofe days are full of trouble. 

I ftiall make fome refleftions upon each of thefe 
in their order, and conclude with a practical lef* 
fon fiom the whole. ' ^ 

And, firft, that he is of few days. The corn- 
par i fon which Job makes ufe of, That man Com- 
eth forth like a flower, is extremely beautiful, 
and niore to the purpofe than the moft elaborate 

Tprooj^ 
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prooj^ which, in truth, the fubjed will not eafily 

admit of ^ — the flioctnefs of life being a point fo 
generally complained of in all ages fince the flood, 
and fo univerfally felt and acknowledged by the 
whole fpeeies, as to require no evidence beyond a 
fimilitude ; the intent of which is not fo much to 
prove the fa£l:, as to iUuftrate and place it in fiich 
a light as to ftrike u$; and bring the imprelUon 
home to ourfelves in a more affe&ing manner. 

Man comes forth, fays Job, like a flower, and 
is cut down : he is fent into the world the fairefl 
and noblell part of God's works, — fafhioned af- 
ter the image of his Creator, with refpe£b to rea- 
fon and the great faculties of the mind ; he com- 
eth forth glorious as the flower of the field ; as it 
furpaflTes the vegetable world in beauty, fo do^ he 
the animal world in the glory and excellency of 
bis nature* 

The one — if no untimely accident opprefs it, 
foon arrives at the full period of its perfe^on,-r- 
is fufl^sred to triumph for a few moments, and is 
plucked up by the roots in the very pride and gay- 
eft ftage of its being j — or if it happens to efcape 
the hands of violence, in a few days it necefluirily 
£ckens of itfelf, and dies away* 

Man likewife, though his progreis is flower, 
and his duration fomething longer, yet the periods 
of his growth and declenfion are nearly the fame, 
both in the nature and manner of them. 

If he efcs^pes the dangers which threaten his 
tenderer years, he is foon got into the full matu<-t 
^ rity and ftrength of. life ; and if he is fo fortunate 
asmot to be hurried out of it then by accidents, by 
his own folly and intemperance — if he efcapes 
tbrfe, he naturally defrays of himfelf ; — a period 
comes fafl upon him, beyond which he was not 
made to laft. — Like a flower or fruit which may 
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be plucked up force before the time of their 
maturity, yet cannot be made to outgrow tS^e pe- 
riod when they arc to fade and drop of them- 

felves 'j when that comes, the hand of nature then 
plucks them both off, and no art of the botanift 
can uphold the one, or {kill of the phydcian pre- 
ferve the other, beyond the periods to which Aeii^ 
original frames and conftitutions were made to 
extend* As God has appointed and determined 
the feveral growths and decays of the vegetable 
race, fo he feems as evidently to have prdTcribed 
the fame laws to man, as well as all living crea- 
tures, in the firft rudiments of which, there are 
contained the fpecific powers of their growth, du- 
ration and extin£kion ; and when the evolutions of 
thofe animal powers are exhaufted and run down, 
the creature expires and dies of itfelf, as ripe 
fruit falls from the tree, or a flower prefervcd be- 
yond its bloom^ drops and perifhes upon the ftalk. 

Thus much for this comparifon of Job's, 
-which, though it is very poetical, yet conveys a 
juft idea of the thing referred to« — " That hefleeth 
" alfo as a fliadow, and continueth.not/*— is no. 
lefs a faithful and fine reprefentation of the fliort- 
nefs and vanity of human life, of which one can- 
not give a better explanation, than by referring 
^ to the original, from whence the picture was ta- 
' ken.— With how quick a fucc^on do days, 
months and years pafs over our heads? — how tru- 
ly like a fhadow that departeth, do they flee away 
infenfibly, and fcarce leave an impreflion with us? 
•—when wc endeavour to call them back by reflec- 
tion, and confider in what manner they have gone, 
how unable arc the befl: of us to give a tolerlble 
account ? — and were it not for fome of the more 
remarkable flages which have diftinguilhed a few 
periods of this rapid progrefi-«i«we ftould look 

back 
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back upon it all as Nebuchadnezzar did upon his 
dream when he awoke in the morning ; — he was . 
fenfible many things had paiTed, and troubled 
him too ; but had pafTed on fo quickly, they had - 
left no footfteps behind, by which he could be 
* enabled to trace them back. — Mehmcholy account 
of the life of man I which generally runs on i^ 
fuch a manner, as fcarce to allow time to make 
refleftions which way it has gone. 

How many of our firft years Hide by in the in- 
nocent fports of childhood!, in which we are not 
able to niake reflexions upon them P-^-how many 
more thoughtlefs years efcape us in our youth, 
when we are unwilling to do it, and are fo- eager 
in the purfuit ox pleafure as to have no time ^o 
(pare, to flop and confider them ? 
• • When graver and riper years come on, and we 
begin to think it time to reform and fet up for 
men of fcnfe and condu£l, then the bufinefs and 
perplexing interefts of this world, and the endlefs 
plotting and contriving how to make; the moil of 
it, do 10 wholly employ us, that we are too bufy 
to make reficftions upon fo unprofitable a fubjc£k. 
— As families and children increafe, fo do our af- 
feXions, and with them are multiplied our cares 
and toils for their prefervation and eftablifliment ; 
— all which take up our thoughts fo clofe'y, and 
poilefs them fo long, that we are often overtaken 
Dy grey hairs before we fee them, or have found 
leifure to confider how far we were got, — ^what 
we have been doing, — and for what purpofc God 
fent us into the world. As man may juftly be 
faid to be of few days, confidered with refpecl to 
tYM hafty. fuccel&on of things, which foon car^ 
ries him into the decline of his life, fo may he 
likewife be faid to flee like a fliadow and continue 
not, when his duration is compared with other 

parts 
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parts of Gob's works, and «ven the works of hia 
ewn hands, which outlaft him many generations |^ 
*— whilft, as Homer obferves, like leaves, one pe^ 
neratioii drops^ and anoUier fprings up to fall a« 
gain knd be forgotten. 

But when we further coniider his days in the 
light in which we ought chiefly to view them, as 
they appear in thy fight, O God! with whom 
a thoufand , years are but as yeitcrday ; when 
we refledl what this band-brea4th -of liife is all 
that IS meafured ont to «s from that eternity 
for wliich he is created, how does his fhort fpau 
vanifli to nothing in the comparifon i 'Tis true^ 
the greateft pordon of time will do the fame» 
when conspired with what is to come ; andthere<« . 
fore, fo fhort and tranfitory a one, as threcfcore 

{rears and ten, beyond which all is declared to be 
abour and forrow^ may the eafier be allowed t 
mA yet how uncertain are we of that porttony> 
fliort as it is ? Do not ten thoufand accidents 
break off the (lender thread of human life, long 
before it can be drawn out to that extent The 
¥iew«born babe falls down an eafy prey, and moui<4 
•iters back again into duil:, like a tender bloffoni; < 

put forth in an untimely hour.- -The hopeful 

youth, in the very pride and beauty of life i§ cut} 
00*^ fome cruel diftemper, or unthought of acoU 
(lent, lays him ^roftrate upon the earth, to purfne 
Job's, comparifon, like a blooming flower fmit and 
flirivelled up with a malignantblaft.— In this ftage 
of lifei chanoes multiply upon us,«<»<the feeds o£ 
difordm-are fown by intemperance or negleft,— • 
infeftious diftempers are more eafily contraded, . 
when contracted they rage with greater violence, 
and the fuccefs in many cafes is more doubtful, in<^ 
fomuch tha( they who have e^cifipd themfelves 
, - Voi.. IV, Q in 
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in computntions of this kind tell us, That one 
haif of the whole fpecies which are born into 
the world, go out of it again, and are all dead 
in fo fliort a {pace as the firft fevcnteen years." — 
Thefe reflexions may be fuificient to illuftrate 
the firft part of Job's jdechr^tiWp Thai man is 
^ of few daysJ^ Let us eraminc the truth of the 
other, and fee, whether he is not likewkj Jul] oi 
trouble. * . 
. And here we muft not take 4>ar account from 
the flattering outfide of things, which are gene* 
rally fet off with a glittering appearance enough, 
.efpecially in what is called higher life. — Nor can 
we fafely truft the evidence of fome pf the mor^ 
merry and thougbtlefs amongft us, who are Cb fet 
tipon the enjoyment of life, as feldom to reflefl 
upon the troubles of it — or who, perhaps, be- 
,caufe they are not yet come to this portion of 
their inheritance) Imagine it is not the common 
}ot.— N^r, laftly, are we to film an idea of it, 
from the delufive ftories of a few of the moll 
profperous pafiengers, who have fortunately fail^ 
ed through and efisaped the rougher toils and diC^ 
trefles* ' But we are to take our account from a« 
clofe furvey of human life, and the real face of 
things^ ftript of every thing that ican paUiate or gild 
it^m. We jaiuft hear the general icomplaint of 
all ages, and md the faiftoma of maiiki.nd* If 
we look into them, and examine them to the 
bottom, what do they contain but the hiftory of 
iad and unconifortaDle pafl^g^es, which a good** 
natured man cannot reavd but with oppreiBEmi iii 
fpirits.— — Confidcr the dreadful fucceffion of 
wars in one part or other of the earth, perpetu- 
ated from one century to another with fo little in^ 

termiflSioni tM moxiloiid have fcarce ^^ine to 
. ^ breathe ' 
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fcrcatlic from themi fince ambition firft came in* 

to the world ; confkler the horrid effects of thcni 
in all thofe barbarous devaftations we read of, ^ 
where whole nations, have been put to the fword, 
or have been dliven out^ to nakednefs and famine . 
fo make room for new-comers. — Confider how 

freat a part of our fpecies in all ages down to this, 
ave been tro.de under the feet of cruel and capri- 
ciousF tyrants^ who would'neither bear their cries^- 
fior pity their diftreffcst—Confider flavery, i 
•what it is, — how bitter a draught, and how many 
millions have been made to drink of it ^~which, if 
it can poifon all earthly happiiiefs when exercifed 
barely upon our bodies, what muft it be, when 
it compre hends both the ilavery of body ^^nd mind ? 
—To conceive this, look into tUe hillory of liie 
Romifli church and- her tyrants^ (or rather exe- 
cutioners,) who £eem to nave taken pdeafure in* 
the pangs and convulfions' of' their fellow-crea- 
tures. — Examine the inquifition, hear the melan- 
eholy notes founded in' every cell. — Confider the- 
dnguiih of mock trials, and the eir^ui/ite tortures 
confequent thereupon,- mercilefsly inflicted upon 
the unfortunate, where the racked and weary foul 
has fo often wiihed to take its leave — but cruelly 
not iiiffered to dq>a]t;-«-Cottfider how mapy of 
thefe helplefs wretches have been haled- from' 
thence in all periods of this tytannick ufurp.ation,. 
to undergo the maiTacres and iiames to whicli 
f^lfe and a Uoody religion has condemned' them* 
If this fad hiftcM'y and detail of the more pubi- 
lick caufes of the miferies of man are not fulT.cient^. 
let us behold him in another light, with refpci6t 
to the moie private caufes of them, and fee vhe* 
X ther* he is not full ' of trouble likewife there, and 
almoft-boni to it as naturally a^? the fp.^rks fly up- 

O' wardir-/ 
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wards. W we confider man as a creature full oi " 
warns and necefiities (whether -real or imaginary 

which he is not able to fupply of himfelf, what 
a traiu of dilappointmentSy vexations and depen- 
dencies are to be feen ifltring from thence^ to per« . 
plex and make his being uneafy ? > Jiow many 
jofthngs and hard ftruggles do we undergo, in 
making our way in the world ? — ^How bar-* 
barouily held back ?-p-How often and bafely over-^ 
thrown^ in aiming only at getting bread ? — ^How 
many of us never attain it-^it leaft irot comfort- 
ably, — but from various and unknown caufes— 
cat it all their lives long in bitternefs? 

}f we ihift the fcene^ and look upwards^ to« 
wards tlK>fe whofe fituation in^ life feems to place 
them above the.forrowo of this kind, yet where 
are they exempt from others 1 Do not all ranks 
and conditions of men .meet * with fad' accidents^ 
and numberlefs cakmities in other refpedts^ 
which often make them go heavily .all- their lives 
long? 

. How many- faU into chronical' tnfirAittie^ 
which render both their days and nights reftleft 

and infupportable ? — How many of the higheft 
rank are tore up with aaibkion^ or foured with 
difappointments; and how many more^ from a 
thoufand fecret caufes of difquiet, pine away in 
iilence, and owe their deaths to forrow and de- 
jection of heart ? — rlf we ca(l our eyes upon the 
Joweft clafs and condition of life,— <-the fcenfe is 
more melancholy ftill.^Millions of otir fellow- 
.creatures, born to no inheritance but poverty 
and trouble, forced by the neceflity of their lots, 
to drudgery and painful employments, and hard 
iet with that too, to get enougn to keqp them- 
(elves and' families ajive..-*-^So that, upon the 
. . * * . / whole. 
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'i^lfiolc, when we have examined the true (jt^tc 
tfHd condition of human life, and have made- 
Ame allowances for a few fngacibus, deceitful 

pleafures, there is fcarce any thing to be found, 

which contradi6ls Job's defcription of it, r- 

Which ever wayr^ we iook abroad, we fee tome le^- 
glble chara&era of what* God firft denounced 
^gainfbus, " That in forrow we fliould eat our 

bread, till we return to the gj^ound,. ironi 

whence wc were taken." * 

But ibme one will fay^ Why are we thus to Be * 
put out of love w^ith human life h To what pur-** 
pofe is it to expole the dark fides of it to us, 
or enlarge upon the infirmities which are na- 
tural, .and ooniequently out .of our power to re* 
drefe? 

1* anfwer, that the fubjeft is neverthelefs of 
great importance,, fince it is neccfTary every crea- 
ture fhould underftand his prefent Itate and con* 
dition^ to put him in. mind of behaving fuitably 
to it. — ^Does not an impartial furvey of man — 
the.holding up this glafs to flicw him his dcfccls - 
9nd' natural infirmities, naturally tend to cure hi$ 
pride, and clothe hiip[) with humility,, which is a 
drefs that bcft become^ a {hort-lived and a wretch- » 
ed creature ? — Does not the canfideration ot the 
ihortnefs of, our life, convince us of thcwifdom^ 
of dedicating fo fmall a portion to. the.gjieail pur-? - 
pofea of eternity ? 

Laftly, When we reflefl that. this fpan of life,, 
fliort as it is, is chcqu4:rcd with fo many trou-- 
blesy that there is nothing in this V{orld fprings * 

• M3. Mc<^ ot t}u!ft.|efleiaQiMii|)|fta f|t mifttSea of life, ^ 
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tip, or* can be enjoyed without a mixture of ft>r»- 
f!OW| how infenfibly does it incline us ta turn our 
isjes and affe^ons froiiL fo gloomy a profpei^^ 
;md fix.them upon that happier country, where 

affliftions cannot follow us, and where God will 
•wipe away, all teaca from* oil uui.iaciesy, £os ever 
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If any man among you feem io he rcHgiotiS^ and bridm 
. Uih mt hu ton^m^ but dec^vetk Us ^wt htart^ 
that matti nligwn h vain*. 

s 

OF the many duties owing both to God and 
our neighbour, there are fcarce mj mta fa 

had, as not to acquit themfelvesof [omc, and few 
to good, I fear, as to prac^fe all. 

'Every man feems willing enough to compound 
the matter, and* adopt much of the fyftem, as 
will leaft interfere with his principal and ruling 
paflion ; and for thofe parts, which would occa- 
£on a more trouUefome oppofitiout ta. coniider 
ibem as h»l fayings, and fo leave tbem for thofe 
to pra£l;ife,^ whole natural tempers, are better, fuited 
for the ftrupgle. So that a man (hall be cove- 
tous, oppreUive, revengeful^ nekher & lover of 
truth, or common, hondfty, and- yet, at the fame 
time, fhall be very religfious, and fo fandified> at 
not once to fail of paying his morning and even»- 
. tng facrifice to God. So, pa the other hand, a 
' man fliall live without God in tbe world, have 
neith^any great fenfe of teligion, op indeed prer 
tend to have any, and yet be of niceft honour, 
eonfcientioufly jult and fair in all his dealings* 
And here it is that pien generally betray them* 
felves, deceiving, as the apoftie ^ys, their own ' 
hearts j of which the inftances are fo various, in 

one 
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one degr^e or other throughout human life^ thatr 
. one might fiifely fay, the bulk of mankind live iif 

fuch a contradiftion to themfclves, that there is 
no character fo hard to be met with, as one, which^, 
upon a critical examination, will appear altogo^ 
ther uniform^ and^ in every point, confident with 

itfclf. 

If fuch a contraft was only obfervable in the 
different ftages of a man's life, it would ceftfe to 
l>e either a matter of wonder, or of juft rqwoach* 
Age, experience, and much refleftion, may na- 
turally enough be fuppofcd to alter a man's fenfe 
of things, 9nd fo entirely to transform him, ^at 
not Only in oatward appearaneeSf but in the verjr 
caft and turn of bis mind, he may be as unlike 
and different from the man he was twenty or thirty 
years ago, as. he ever was from any thing of his 
own j^ecies. This, I fay, is naturally to be ac-* 
counted for, and m feme, cafes might be praife«i^ 
worthy too: but the obfervation is to be made of 
men in the fame period of their lives, that in the 
fame day, fometimes in the very fame z(kion^. 
they are utterly inconfiftent and irreconcileablt 
with tbemfelves. — Look at a man in one light,, 
and he lhall feem wife, penetrating, difcreet, and- 
brave: behold him in another point of view, and 
yott^fee a creature alt* owr folly and indiferetion, . 
weak and timorous,, as cowardice and indiferetion 
can make him. A.man lhall appear gentle, coui> 
teous, and benevolent to* all mankind ^ follow 
him into his-own houfe, may be you fee atyranti 
inorofe and favage to all whofe happinefs depends 
upon his kindnefs. A third, in his general bcha- 
viour, is found to be generous, dlfinterefted, hu« 
I mane and friendly % — «ear but the fad ftory of tJkr 
friendlefs orphans, too creduloufly trnfting * all 
their little iubilance into his hands, and he Ihall^ 

. ajypear. 
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appear more Ibrdid, more pitilefs and unjoft, than 
the injured themfelires have bittemefs to paint 

^ him. Another fhall be charitable to the poor, 
' .uncharitable in bis cenfures and opinions of all 
the i;eft-of the world befides s~-temperate in bis 
appetites, intemperate in his tongue $ ihall have 
too much confcience and religion to cheat the 
man who trufts him^ and perhaps^ as far as the 
t^ufinefs of debtor and creditor cxtendsi fball be 
juft and fcrupuloua to the uttermoft mite; yet in 
matters of full as great concern, where he is to • 
have the handling of the parties reputation and 
good name,— the deareft, the tendereft property 
^le man hw, he will do him irreparable damage, 
aod rob him there without meafure or pity. 

And this feems to be that particular piece of 
inconrifteacy ami contradiction which the text is 
levelled at; in which the wiqrds feem fo pointed, 
«B if St. James had known more flagrant inftances 
of this kind of dehifion than what had fallen under 
the obfcrvation of any of the reft of the apoliles | 
fae being more- remarkably vehement and copious 
upon that fitfajeft than' any, other. 

Doubrlels Tumc of his converts had been noto- 
rioufly wicked and licentious, in this rcmorfelefs 
fpraCiice of defamation and evir-fpeaking. Per«» 
baps the holy man, tho' fpotlefs as an angel, (lor 
iio chara£l:er is too facred for calumny to blacken) 
had gfievoufly fuffered bimfelf, and, as liis blef- 
^ fed Mailer foretold him, had been cruelly reviledi 
and evil /foign of. 

AH his labours in the gofpel, his unaffeflcd and 
perpetual folicitude for the prefervation of his 
tlock, his watchings, his failings, bis poverty, 
his natural fimplicity and innocence of life, W/, 
perhaps, were not Enough to defend him from this 
unruly weapon, fo full of deadly poifon. And wh at 

\ * - ill 
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in all Hkelih#od might move his forrow'and indig^ 
nation more, fomcwho fecmed the moft devout 
and zealous of all his converts, were the mofl mer- 
cilefs and uncharitable in that relpei^) having a 
form of godlinefe, full of bitter envyrogs and ftrife* 
^ ' With fuch h is that he expoftulates fo largel j 
in the third chapter of his epillle ; and there is 
fomething in his vivacity, tempered with fuch af-» 
feftion and concern, as well fuited thechara&er 
of an infpired man. My brethren, fays the^apo*- 
ftle, thefe thinrjs ought not to be. — ^The wifdom 
that is from aoove, is pure, peaceable, gentle, 
full of mercy, without partiality, vrithout hy« 
' pocrify. The wifiiom from above-^that hea« 
venly relignm which I have preached to you, is 
pure, alike and confiftent with itfelf in all its parts; 
like its great author, 'tis univerfally kind and be- 
ne^ent in all cafes and drcumilances. Its iirft 
glad*tidings were peace upon earth, good-will to- 
wards men ^ its chief corner ftone, its moft dif- 
tinguidiing character is love, that kmd principle 
^hich brought it down, in- the pure exerctfe of 
which conufts the chief enjoyment of haaven 
from whence it came. But this practice, my bre- 
thren, cometh not from above, but is earthly, 
fenfual, devilifh, full of confufion and every evil 
work* RefleA then a*moment; can a fountain 
fend forth, at the fame place, fweet water and 
bitter? can the fig-tree, nry brethren, bear olive- 
berries, either a vine, figs? Lay your hands up« 
bn your hearts, and let your confciences fpeak.— 
Ought not the fame juft principle which reftrains 
you from cruelty and wrong in one cafe, equally 
to withhold you from it in another ? — Should 
n6t charity and good will, like the principle of 
life, circiNSling through the fmalleft veflels ifi 
every member, ought it not to operate as regu- 
I laiJy 
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Jarly upon you, throughout, its well upon your 
-lirords, as upon your aftions ? 

. If a man is wife, and endued with knowled^e^ 
\ let him ihew it, out of a good conreiiation^ with 
tneeknefs of wifclom. But — if any man am<mgft 

you feemeth to be religious feemeth to be, — 

lor truly religious he cannot be, ■ and bridleth 
not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this 
man's religion is ▼ain.—This is the full force of 
St. James's reafoning ; upon which I have dwelt 
the more, it being the foundation upon which is 
grounded this clear deciiiou of the matter left us 
in the text. In which the apoftle dems to haf e ' 
fet the two chara£ters of a faint^nd a flanderer at 
fuch variance, that one would have thought they 
could never have had a heart to have met. toge- 
liter again. But there are no alliances too ftrange 
for this world. How many may we obferve eve- 
ry day, even of the gentler fex, as well as our 
own^ who, without conviftion of doing muck 
wrong, in the midfl of a full career of calumny 
and: defamation, rife up pundual at the ftated 
hour of prayer, leave the cruel ftory half untold 
till they return, go, and kneel down before the 
throne of heaven, thank God that he had not 
made them like others, and that bis Holy Spirit 
had enabled them to perform the duties of the 
day, in fo Chriftian and confcientious a manner ! 

This delufive itch for ilander, too common ia 
all ranks of people, whether to gratify a little un- 
generous refentment; whether oftener out of ar 
principle of levelling, from a narrownefs and po- 
verty of foul, ever impatient of merit and fupc- 
fiority in others ; whether a mean ambition, or 
the infatiate^luft of being witty, (a talent in which 
ill nature and malice arq. no ingredients or. 
Vox-. IV. P l^Y^' 
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lallly, whether, from a natural cruelty of difpofi- 
tion, abftrafted from all views and con fi derations 
of felf : to which one, or whether to ail jointly. 
We are indebted for this contagious malady ^ thus 
much is certain, from whatever feeds it fprings, 
the growth and progrefs of it are as deflru£Uve 
tO) as they are unbecoming a civilized people* 
To pafs a nard and ill-natured refle£lion, upon an 
undefigning action; to invent, or, which is equal- 
ly bad, to propagate a vexatious report, without 
colour and grounds ; to plunder an innocent maa 
of his character and good name, a jewel which, ' 
perhaps, he has ftarved htmfelf to purchafe, and, 
probably, would hazard his life to fecure ; to rob 
him, at the fame time^ of bis happinefs and peace 
of mind; perhaps his bread, t he lur^ad,. 

may bfc, of a virtuous family ; and all this, as So^ 
lomon fays of the madman, who cafteth fire- 
brands, arrows, and death, and faith. Am I not 
in fport ? all this, out of wantonnefs, and oftener 
from worfc motives; the whole appears fuch * 
a complication of badnefs, as requires no words 
or warmth of fancy to aggravate. Pride, 
tre^ichery, onvy, hypocrify, malice, cruelty and 
felf-love, ma/ have been faid, in one (hape or 
other, to have occafioned* all the frauds and ' 
mifchiefs that ever happened in the world : 
but the chances againil a coincidence of them all 
in one pcrfon are fo many, that one would have * 
fuppofed the charafter of a common flandeVcr m 
rare and diirtcult a producllon in nature, as that 
of a ^reat genius, which feldom happens above 
once m an age. 

But, whatever was the cafe^ when St. James 
wrote his epiftlc, we have been very fuccefsful ia 
later days, and have found out the art, by a pro- 

pec 
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per management of light and fhade^ to compound 
allthefe vices to^ether^ fo as' to give body and 
ftrenrgth to the whole, whilft no one but a dif? 

cerning artifl is able to difcover the labours that 
join in finifliing the picture. — And indeed, like 
many other bad originals in the world — it ftandii 
m need of all the difguife it has.— ?or who could 
•be enamoured of a charafter, made up of fo 
loatbfome a compound, — could they behold it 
naked,— in its crooked and deformed fhape, — • 
with all its natural and detefted infirmities laid 
open to publick view ? * 

And therefore, it were to be wiflied, that one 
could do in this malignant cafe of the mind^— =• 
jnrhat is generally done for the publick good, in 
the more malignant and epidemical cafes of the 
body, — that is, — when they are found In feflious, 
—to write a hiftory of the diftemper, — and af- 
certain all the fymptoms of the malady, fo that 
ievery one Itaight know whom he might venture 
to go near, with tolerable fafety to himfclf. — But> 
alas 1 the fymptoms of this appear in fo many 
ftrange and contradi£lory ihapes, and vary fo 
wonderfully with the temper and habit of the p^i- 
tient, tTiat they are not to be claflcd, — or reduced 
to any one regular fyftem. 

' Ten thoufand are the vehicles in which this 
deadly poifon h prepared and communicated to 

the world ; — and by fomc artful hands, 'tis done 
by fo fubtle and nice an infufion, that it is not 
to be tafted or difcovered, but by its efFefts. 
* How frequently is the honefty and integrity of 
a, man difpbfed of, by a fmile or a flirug ? — How 
many good and generous actions have been funk * 

into oblivion, by a diilruftful look, or ftamped 

with the imputation of proceeding from bad mo«* 
tive^i^ by a myfterioiis and feafonable whifper ? 

Pi - Look 
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Look into companks of thofe vhofe gemlfe nt'* 

tares fhould difarm them, — ^we (hall find no bet- 
ter account. How large a portion of challity 

is fcnt out of the world by diftant hints,——— • 
nodded awaTy, and crueDy winked into fuipicion> 
by the envy of thofe, who are paft all tempta- 
tion of it themfclves ? How often does the 

reputation of a helpiefs creature bleed by a re- i 

port :-which the party, who is at the pains 

to propagate it, beholds with much pity and 

fellow-feeling, that fhe is heartilv forry for 

it,,: ^hopes in God it is not true? however, 

as Archbiftiop. Tillotfon wittily obferves upon it, 
is refolved, in the mean time, to give the report 
her pafs, that, at leaft, it may have fair play to 

take its fortune in the world, to be believed 

or not, according to the charity of thofe into 
whofe hands it fhaH happen to fall ? 
' So fruitful is this vice in variety of expedients, 
to fatiate, as well as difguife itfelf. But if thcfe 
Smoother weapons cut fo ts^re,— what fhall we 

fay of open and unblufliing fcandal fubjeded 

to no caution — tied down to no reftraints ? If 
the one, like an arrow fliot in the dark, does 

neverthelefs fo much fecret mifchicf, this, 

like the peftilence, which rageth at noon-day, 
fweeps all before it, levelling, without diftinAion, 
the good and the bad ; a thoufand fall befide it, 

and ten thoufand on its right hand, they fall, 

^ fo rent and torn in this tender part of them, 

fo unmercifully butchered, as fometimes never to 
recover either the wounds, or the anguifli of 
heart, — whidi they have occafioned. — 

But there is notning fo bad, which will not ad- 
ipit of fomcthing to be laid in its defence.- ( 

And ( 
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And here it may be afked,«-whether the in-* 

eonvenlencies and ill efFefts which the world feels, 
— from the Hcentioufnefs of this practice — are 
not fufficiently counterbalanced by the real in- 
fluence it has upon mens lives and condud?— 
. That if there was no evil-fptJaking in the world, 

* thoufands would be encouraged to do ill, and 
would rufh into many indecorums, like a horfe 
into the battle, were they fure to. efcape the 
tongues of men. 

That if we take a general view of the world, 
— we fliall find, that a great deal of virtue, — at 
leafl of the outward appearance of it, is not fo 

* much from any fixed principle, as the terror of 
what the world will fay, and the liberty it will 

r take upon the occafions we fliall give. 

That if we defcend to particulars, numbers are 
every day taking more pains to be well fpoken of^ 
than what would aftually enable tbem to live' fo 
as to deferve it. 

That there are many of both fexes who can 
fupport life well enough without honour or chaf- 
tity, who, without 'reputation, (which is but the 
opinion which the world has of the matter), would 
hide their heads in fiiame, and fink down in ut-r 
ter defpair of happinefs. No doubt the tongue 
is a weapon which does chaftife many indeco- * 
rums which the laws of men will not reach,—- 
and keeps many in awe, whom confcicnce will 
not ; and where the cafe is indifputably ilagrantit 
the fpeaking of it in fuch words as it ,d«fervesj^ 
fcarce comes within the prohibitiom — th many 
cafes 'tis hard to exprefs ourfelves fo as to fix 
a diftin£lion betwixt oppofite charadlers, — and 
fometimes it may be as much a debt we t>we ta 

P 3 virtue,, 
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* Virtue, and as great a piece of juftice to expofe a 
vicious charaOer, and paint it in its proper co- 
lours, as it is to fpeak well of the deferving^ and 
dcfcribe his particular virtues. And indeed, when 
we ijiflift this punifliment upon the bad, merely 
out of principle, and without indulgencies to any 
private paflion of our own,^ — 'tis a cafe which hap->. 
pens fo feldom^ that one might venture to except 
it. 

However, to thofe, who in this objeftion are 
really concerned for the caufe of virtue, I cannot 
help recommending what would much more ef-^ 
fedually ferve her interefti and be a fureTtoken 
of their zeal and attachment to her. And that is, 

in all fuch plain inftances, where it fcems to be . 
a duty to fix a diftinftion betwixt the good and the 
bad,— 4o let their a£lions fpeak it inftead of their 
words, or at leaft to let them both fpeak one lan- 
guage. We all of us talk fo loud againft vicious 
characters, and are fo unanimous in our cry a«^ 
gainft them,r-^at an unexperioiced ma% who 
only trufted his ears, would imagine the whole 
world was in an uproar about it, and that man- 
kind were all afTociating together, to hunt vice 
utterly out of the. world. Shift the fcene^— and 
let him behold the reception which vice meets 
with, — he will fee the conduO: and behaviour of 
the world towards it fo oppofite to their declara- 
tions,*— he wi^l find all he heard fo contradi£led . 
by what he faw,— ^ to leave him in doubt^ which 
oi his fenfes he is to truft,— or in which of the 
two cafes mankind were really in earned. Was 
there virtue enough in the world to make a gene* 
sal ftand againft this contradi^ion, — that is-^-wasr 
CKveryr pnc who. deferved to be ill fpoken <tf-^fure . 

« > 
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to be ill looked on — too ; was it a certain confe- 
quence of the lofs of a man's charader, — to lofe 
hia friends,— to lofe the advantages of his birth and 
fbrtune9---4nd thencefoiA be QliiverM 

nniverfally flighted—— 

Was no quality a flicker againll the indecorums 
of the other fcx, but was every woman .without 
diftin£tion»-— who had jufUy forfeited her reputa- 
tion, — from that moment was flie fure to forfeit 
likewife all claim to civility and refpeft— — 
Or, in a word, — could it be eftabliihed as a 
in our ceremmtial,— 4hat wherever charaders in 
either fex were beeome notorious, — it fliould be 
deemed infamous, either to pay or receive a vifit 
from them, and that the door fliould be (hut a*^ 
gainfl: them in all publick places, till thev had 
tisfied the world, by giving teftimony 0/ a better 
life — A few fuch plain and honefl: maxims, faith-i^ 
fully put in pradlice, — ^would force us upon fome 
degree of reformation. Till this is done, it avails 
t Uttle that wie have no^merey upon them with our^ 
tongues, fince they efcape without feeling any 0- 
ther inconvenience. 

We all cry out that the world is comipt,-«<mft 
I fear too iuftly but we never refled, what we ' 
have to thank for it, and that it is our open 
countenance of vice, which gives the lie to our 
private cenfures of it, which is its chief protcftion 
and encouragement. To thofe, however, who ftill 
believe that* evil-fpeaking is fome terror to evil- 
doers, one may anfwer, as a great man has done 
upon the occafion, — that after all our exhortations 
againfl it, 'tis not to be feared, but that there will 
be evil-fpeaking enough left in the world to chaf- 
tife the guilty, and we may fafely truft them to 
an ill-natured world,, that there will be no failure 

of 
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of jufticc upon this fcorc. The paffions of mca 
'are pretty ferere executioners^ and to them let us 
leave this ungrateful taflc,— and rather ourfehres. 
endeavour to cultivate that more friendly one, re- 
commended by the apolUe, — of letting all bitter- 
nefs, and wrath, and clamour, and evil-fpeaking,. 
be put away from us,— of being kind to one an- 
other, — tender-hearted, forgiving one another, 

even as God for Christ's fake forgave u&». 
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Arid ivhen jfofcph'*s brethren faw that their fat hey 
ivas deady they faidj ' jfofeph will peradventta'e 
hate ufy and will certainly requite us all the -evil 
which we did unto hinU 



THERE are few inftances of the excrcife of 
particular virtues which feem harder to at- 
tain to^ or which appear more amiable and en- 
gaging in themfelves, than thofe of moderation 
and the forgiveneis of injuries j and when the 
temptations agaiall.them happen to be lieighten*^ 
ed by the bitternefs of a provocation on the one 
hand, and the fairnefs of an opportunity to reta« 
lialc on the other, the InfUnces then aic tiuly 
^reat and heroic. The worda of the text (which 
■are the confultation of the fons of Jacob amongft 
themfelves upon )their father Ifrael'a death, when, 
becaufe it was in Jofeph's power to revenge the 
vdeadly injury they had formerly done him, they 
^concluded in courfci that it wgs in his intention) 

wiU 
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win lead us to a beautiful example of this kind 
in the chara&er and behaviour of Jofqph xonfe* 
quent thereupon ; and as it feems a perfeft and 

very engaging pattern of forbearance, it may not 
be improper to make it ferve for the ground-work 
of a difcourfe upon that fubjcA. The whole 
tranfa^ion, from the firft occafion given by Jo- 
feph in his youth, to this laft a& of remiflion, at 
the conclufion of his life, may be faid to be a 
mafterpiece of hiftory. There is not only in the 
manner throughout (uch a happy, though uncom- 
mon mixture of fimplicity and grandeur, which 
is a double charafter fo hard to be united, that it 
is feldom to be met with in compofitions merely 
human ; but it is likewife related with the great- 
eft variety of tender and affe£king circumftsmces^ 
which would afford matter for reflexions ufeful 
for the conduit of almoft every part and ftage of 
a ' man^s life. But as the words of the text, as 
well as the intention and compafs of this difcourfe^ 
particularly confine me to fpeak only to one point, 
namely, the forgivenefs of injuries, it will be pro- 
per only to conGder fuch circumftances of the flory 
as will place this inftance of it in its juft light ; 
and then proceed to make a more general ufe of 
the great example of moderation and forbearance 
which it fets before us. 

; It feems ftrang^, at firft fight, that after the 
ions of Jacob had fallen into Jofeph's power, 
when they were forced by the forenefs of the 
famine to go down into Egypt to buy corn, and 
had found him too good a man, even to expoftu* 
late with them for an injury^ whkh he ibemed 
then to have digefted, and pioufly to have- re* 
iblved into the ov€g;-ruling providence of God, 
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for the prcfervation of much people, how they 

• i*oul(I ever after quefticn the uprightnefs of his 
intentions, or entertain the Jeaftfufpicion that his 
reconciltatibn was diffembled. Would not one 
liave imagined, that the man ^^lo had dtfcovercd 
fuch a goodnefs of foul, that he fought v/hcre to 
weep, btcaufe he could not bear the llruggles of. 
a counterfeited harfhnefs, could ever be fufpe£led 

aftdrwarda of intending a real one? ^and that 

•he only wi^ited till tlieir father Ifrael's death to re- 

* ^\xitc them all the evil which they had done unto 
him. What ftiit adds to this difficulty is, that his 
affedionate manner in making fatmfelf known to 
them ; — his goodnefs in forbearing, not only to 
reproach them for the injury they had formerly* * 
done him, but extenuating and excufing the fault 
to tfaemfelveSy his comforting and fpeaking kindly 
to them, and feconding all with the tendereft 
marks of an uudifguifed forgivenefs, in falling * 
upon their necks, and weeping aloud, that ail the 
houfe of Pharaoh heard him ; t hat moreover^ 
this 1behaviour»of Jofcph could not appear to them 
to be the efFedt of any warm and fudden tranfport^ 
which might as fuddenly give way to other re- 
fledionSy but that it icvidendy fprung from a fet- 
tled principle of uncommon generofity in his na- 
ture, which was above the temptation of making 
bfc of an opportunity for cevenge, which the 
courfe of God-s providence had put into hisv 
'iiands for better purpofes ; and what might ftill 

feem to confirm this, was the evidence of his ac- 
tions to them afterwards, in bringing them and 
all their houfliold up out of Canaan, and placing * 
them near him in the land of Gofhen, the richeft 
part iff Egypt, where they had fo many years 
experience of his love and kindncXs. And yet it 
Vol, IV. 
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18 plain all this did not clear Us motive from fyC- ^ 
picion, or at leaft themfelves from fome apprehen- 

fions of a change in his condudl towards them. i 
And was it not that the whole tran faction was 
wrote under the diredion of the Spirit of truths 
ond that other hiftorians concur in doing juftice to 
Jofeph's charafter, and fpeak of him as a com- ' j 
pai&onate and merciful man^ one would be apt^ 
you will fay, to imagine here, that Moies might 
poHibly have raiitted fome circumftances of Jo* 
ieph's behaviour, which had alarmed his bre- j 
thren, betwixt the time of his firft reconciliation ' 
^nd that of their father's death.-— For they could i 
not be fufpicious of his intentions without fome 
caufe, and fear where no fear was * B ut does 
not a guilty confcience often do fo ? and though 
it has the grounds^ yet wants the power to think 
itfelf fafe» 

And could we look into the hearts of tbofe 

who know they deferve ill, we Ihould find many 
un inftance, where a kindnefs from an injured . 
hand, where there was leaft reafon to tjjpei6tQn€$ ^ 
has ftruck deeper, and touched the heart with a 
degree of remorfe and concern, which perhaps 
no feverity or refentment could have reach^. ^ 
This reflection will in fome manure help to a- 
plain this difficulty which occurs m die iU^^y* J 
For it is obfervable, that when the injury they had 1 
done their brother was firft committed, and the 
fa& was frefh upon their minds, and moft likely 
to have filled them with a fenfe of guilt, we find 
aio acknowledgment or complaint to one another 
cf fuch a load, as one might imagine it had laid 
upon them i and from that event, through a long, 
courfe of years tb the time they had gone down ^ 
tQ Egyptj wg mi QUCe of any forrow or ) 
I ' y " ' ' gompuu^tion 
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, cmnpiin^Uon of heart which they had felt doring 
all that time,, for what they had done. They had. 

artfully impofed upon their parent-— (and as men 
are ingenious-cafuiils in their own adairfi^) they 
had, probaUyi as artfully impofed upon their 
crwn Confirfcnces;— and, poflibly, had never impar- 
tially reflected upon the aftion, or confidered it in 
its juit light, till the many a£ls of their brother'^ 
love and kindnefs had brought it before them, 
with ail the circuinftances of aggravation which 
his behaviour would n^tturally give it.— — ^^Fhey 
then began maturely to confider what they had 

done; that they had firft undcfervedly hated 

him in his childhood fof that, which, if it was. a 
ground of complaeint, ought rather to have been 
charged upon the indifcretion of the parent, than 
coniidered as a fault in him. That, upon a more 
kift esamiiiatioRi, and a better knowledge of their 
iifother^ they had vnmted even that pretence.——^ 
It was not a blind partiality whioh fcenied firft to 
have direftcd their father's affection to him, 
though then they thought fo^->*£c>r, doubtlefs, fo 
muck goodnefs and beMtbletfce* as fhone forth in 
his nature,^ now that he was a man, could not ly 
> all of it fo deep concealed in his youth, but the 
fagacity of a parent's eye would difcover it ; and 
that, iir conrfe, tbeii enmity towards him wan 
founded upon that which ougnt to have won their 
cfteem. — ^l^hat if he had incautioully added envy 
t to their ill-will, in reporting his dreams, which 
prefaged his future greatnels $ it was but the in* 
difcretion of a youth unpradifed in the world» 
who had not yet found out the art of difiemblin^ 
his hopes and expectations, and was fcarce arrived 
at an age to comprehend there was fuch a thing in 
the world as envy and ambition :-^Uiat if fuch of^ 

Q^z feacea 
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fences in a brother fo fairly carried their own ex^ 
cufvis with th^i, what could they fay for them-* 
felves, when they confidered it was lor this they 
had almoft unanimoufly confpired to rob him of 
his life? — and though they were happily reflrain- 
cd from Ihqdding his blood, upon Rcuben^S re- 
monftrance, that they had, neverthelefs, all the:. 
- .guilt of the intention to anfwer for. That, what-* 
ever motive it was, which then ftayed their hands, 
their confciences told them, it could not be a 
good one, fince they had changed the feiueaee foe 
one no lefs cruel in itfelf, and what, to an inge<« ' 

• nuous nature, was worfe than death, to be fold foe 
a fiave. — The one was common to all, — the other 
only to the unfortunate-' That it was not com* 
pafTion which then took place, foe, had there bee a. 
any way open to that, his tears and entreaties 
rnufl have found it, w^hen they faw the anguifh of 
his foul, when, be befought, and they would not' 
feeno-p-vThat if aught ftULcouW heighteo the re-» 
morfe of baniftiing a youth, without provocation, 
for ever from his country, aiul the protcOion of * 

• his parent, to be expofed naked to the buffetijng& 
of the world, and the rough band.of fome mer^ ' 
cilefs mafter, they would find it in this refleftion,.. 

' That the many airuclious and hardfliips which 
they might naturally have expelled would over- 
take the lad, confequent upon this action, h<ui 
a£tually fallen upon him." . 

"J hat, bcfides the anguifli of fufpefted virtue,, . 
he had felt that of a prifon, where he had long- 
lain nec^lefled in a frieadiefs condition ; aod where 
tbe affli£tion of it w^is rendered iitUi fharper,. by; . 
the daily expectation of being remembered by: 
Pharaoh's chief butler, and the difappointment 
0^ finding hiiufeli ungratefujlly foi gotten.— And 
.. . . . • tb.ougbi • 
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tfRmgh Mofes tells us, tliat he found favour in the- « 

fight of the keeper of the prifon, yet the Pfalmift 
acquaints us, that his fufFerings were ftill grievous;, 
*^TAat his feet were hurt ivith fetters^ and the iro* 
entered' enfen intb his fouL And no doubt, his bre- 
thren thought the fenfe of their injury muft have- 
cntered at the fame time, and was- then rivetted- 
and fixed in. his miud for ever- 
' It i» naturalita imagine ^ev arguedfand refie^^ed? 
m this manner ) and there teems no neceflity of 
^feeking for the reafon of their uncafinefs and dif- 
truft in Joieph's condud:, or any other external- 
taufe, fince the inward^ workings of their owiy 
mind^ v^ilt eafily account? for the evil they appre*- 
hended.— -A ferics o\ benefits and kindnefles 
from the man they had injured, gradually height- 
ened the idea of their own guilt, till at length 
they could not eonceive, how the trefpafs could 
be forgiven them \ — it appeared with fuch frefli 
eircumltances of aj:;gravation, that, though they 
were convinced his refentment flept, yet they 
thought it only flept, and was likely, fome time: 
m other, to siwake, and mod probaoly then, that 
their father was dead, when the confideration of 
involving him in bis revenge had ceafed, and all 
the duty. and compaflion' he owed to the greyr 
liairs and happinefs of a parent was diicharged^, 
and buried with him. 

This they exprefs in the confultation held^ 
amonglt themfelvcs, in* the words ot the text 
and in the following verfe, we find them accord*^ 
ingly fending to him, to deprecate the evil they , 
dreaded ; and either, becauie they thought their 
father's name more powerful than their own, in. 
this application — or rather, that they might not ^ 
Wmmit a ftelb injury, tafccming tg fufpeft hi^ 

i . tocerityy 

* 
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fincerity^ they pretend their father's dirc£lIon |i 
for we read they fent meiFengers unto Jofeph^» 
faying, Thy father did command before he died^ 
laying, — fo flniU ye fay unto Jofcph, " For- 
give, 1. pray thee now, the trefpafs of thy bre-^ 
thren|>and their fin, for they did unto thee evil % 
and now we pray thee, forgive the trefpaf»^o£ the - 
fcrvants of the God of thy father." The ad- 
«lrefs was not without art, and was conceived in 
fuch words as feemed to fugged an argument in. 
their favour,— as if it would not liecome hinr^. 
who was but a fellow-fervant of their father's 
God, to harbour revenge, or ufe the power 
th.ir father's God had given him againit lus> 
children. Nor was there a realbn in any things 
but the fears of a guilty confcience to apprehend 
it, as appears from the reception which the ad-^ 
drefs met, which was fuch as befpoke an uncom-^ 
xnon f oodnefs of nature ; for -when they tbu^^ 
jpake unto him, > the hiftorian fays, he wept*^ 
*>ympathy for the forrow and diftrefs of fo many, 
fona of his father,, all in his power, — • — pain at 
fO'Open and ingenuous a confeffion of their guilty 
—concern and pity for the long puni(hmei4t they* 
anuil have endured by fo ftubborn a remorfe, which 
lb niany year^ feemed not to have diyiinilned, — 
the affe£ling idea of ^thcir condition, which had^ 
• feemed to reduce them tor the neceffity of 
holding up their hands for mercy, when they 

had loll their protestor fo many tender paf- 

iidns ilruggling together at once, overcame him j> 

he burft into tears, which fpoke wihat nor. 

language could attempt. It will be needlefs,. 
therefore, to enlarge any further upon this in- 
cident, whicl/ furniHies us with fo beautiful a- 
|li(6toe Qf, a com^aiBoQate dnd^ forgiving tenh-- 
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Set, that I think no words can heighten it ; 
ut rather let us endeavotir to iind out by whalx 
helps and reafoning the patriarch might be 
fuppofcd to atc'ciin to fo exalted and engaging, 
a virtue. Peiliaps you will fay, " That one 
fb thoroughly convinced^, as Jofeph. fcemed to* 
be, of* the over -ruling providence of GoD^ 
whieh fo evidenily makes life of the malice 
and palhons of men, and turns them as inflru- 
ments in his hands to work his own righte*- 
ouinefe^ and bring about bis eternal decrees,— * > 
and of which his own hillory was fo plain an 
inilance, could not have far to ieek for aii 
argument to forgivends^ or feel ipuch Ibuggle: 
in liifijng an inclsuatioa againil it.'' B ut let 
any man lay his hand upon his heart and fay^. 
liow^ often, in inllances where aiigtr and revenge 
had feized him, has this do6iriue come in to 

bis aid ? ^In the bitternefs of an affront, how 

often, has it calmed his paflions, and checked 

the lurv of his refentment r ^True and uni- 

verfaliy believed as the doctrine is amongii us, it 
feldom does this fervice, though to well fuited 
for it, and, like fome wife ftatute, never executed 
or thought of, though in full force,, licii as ua*- 
heeded as if it was not in being. . 

'Tis plain *twas otherwife in the prefent in» 
fiance, .where Jofeph leems. to acknowledge the 
influence it had upon him, in his declaration, 
— That it was not they, but Goo who fcnt. 
him." /\nd does not this virtue Ihinc the bright** 
oft in fuch a pious application of the perfuafioa 
to fo benevolent a purpofe ? . 

"Without derogating from the merit of his for- 
bearance, he might be fupjjoled to have call aa 
oje upo9- the change and uncertainty of .hu« 
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man affairs which he had fecn himfelf, anil 
^hicb bad convinced him we were all in one 
another's power by turns, and ftand in need of 

one another'vS pity and compaffioii : and that 

to reftraia the cruelties, and flop the infolencies. 
of mens refentmencs. Gob haa ib ordered k iff 
tiie eourfe of his providence, that very often im 

this world our revenges return upon our 

own heads, and mens violent dealki^ upoa thei» 
own pates. 

That befides thefe con(idevatiom|~— that iir 

generoufly forgiving an enemy, he was the truefl 
friend to his own character, and fhould gam 
more to it by fuch an iniUtnce of fubduing hi^* 
^irit^ thait if he. had takes a- city* " ' ■ T he brave 
Jinow only how to forgive ■ ■ i t is the moft re- 
fined and generous pitch of virtue, human na- 
ture can arrive at.* — * Cowards have done good: 
and kind a£ti(mS|«'— <Mrward» have even fcught^^ 
my fometimes* even conquered 9— ^t a coward'. 

never forgave. ^It is not in^his nature ; — the 

power of doing it flows onJy from a- ilrengthi 
and greaitiieie of foal^ cpnfcious of ks -^wn^ force^ 
and fecurity, and above thc'^ittle temptations of 
rcfentiiig every fruitlefs attempt to interrupt its 
happineis. Moreover, fetting afide all . conlidc* 
rations, of bis character, in p^ng by an injury,, 
he waft the tmeft friend likewife to- hiii own hap> 
pinefs and peace of mind j he never feit that iret-^ 
ful florm of pafTions which hurry men on to afts 
ef Tevengc, or futfered thofe pangs of horror 
vfaick purfue it.- T hus he might poflibly ar« 
gue, and no further ;~for want a better 
foundation and better helps, he could raife the 
JbuUding uo higher sr-— to. carry it upwards to it« 

- perf^oni.. 

^ ' * Cbri/Ban Berp^ 
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perfeftion, we muft call in to our aid that more 
> fpiritual and' refined do£bine introduced upon it 
by Christ ; namely, to forgive a brother, not 
only to feven times, but to feventy times- fcven— 
tliiat is, wiihout limitation. 

In this the excellency of the gofpel is faid by 
fdme one, to appear to a remarkable advan«> 
tage; That a Chrifllan is as much difpofed to. 
love and lerve you, when your enemy, as the. 
mere moral man can be, v^hen he is your friend*". 

T his, no doubt, is the tendency of his re^ 

llgion ; — but how often, or in w hat degrees it 
fucceeds ; — how nearly the praftice keeps pace 
with the theory, the i^ll-wife fearch^ into the 
hearts of men, alone is able to determine. But k ia 
to be feared, that fuch great efl'e^ts are not fo fen*, 
fibly felt, as a fpeculative man would expeftfronx 
fuch powerful motives^ and there is many a 
Chriftian fociety, which would be glad to com^^ 
pound amongft themfelves for feme lefler degreey 
of perfe^lion on one hand, were they fiire to be 
exempted, on the other, from the ba4 eflc^ts oi 
thofe fretful paflions which are ever taking, af. 
well as ever giving the occafions of ftrife: the 
beginnings of which, Solomon aptly compares; 
to the letting out of waters, the opening^ a. breach. 
which no one can be fure to &op^ till it has pro^ 
ceeded to the moil fatal events. 

With jullice, therefore, might the fon of iSy- 
rach conclude, concerning pride, that fecrtt 
Itream which admiaiiters to the overflowings o£ 
refentments, that it was not made £01; man,, nor 
. furious anger for him that is born of a woman 
that the one did not become his fbtion, and that 
the other was dellrudlive to all the happineli he 
iutcoded. to receive from it. Uow ^iferabl y, 

theny^- 
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then, muft tbofe men turn tyrants againft them^i^ 
felvcs, as well as others, who grow fplenctic atwl 

revengeful, not only upon the little unavoidable 
oppofitions and offences they muft meet with in 
the commei ce of the world, but upon thofe whid^ 
only reach them by report v and accordingly tor- 
ment their little fouls with meditating how to re- 
turn the injury, before they are certain they have 
received one i Whether this eager fenfibility of 
wrongs and refentment, arifes from that general 
caufe to which the fon of Syrach feems to reduce 
all fierce anger and pafTion ; or whether to a cer- 
tain foumefs of temper, which ftands in every 
body's way, and therefore fubje£): to be often hurt ^ 
from which ever caufe the diforder fprings, the 
advice of the author of the book of Ecclefiailicus 
is proper : " Admonifli a friend, fays he, it 
may be he hath not done it ; and if he tiafe, that 
h.e do it not again. Admodifh thy friend, it may^ 
be he hath not faid it ; and if he have, that he 
fpeak it not again. There is that flippeth in his 
fpcech, but not Irom his heart: and who is he^ 
who hath not offended with his tongue ' 

I cannot help taking notice here of a certain? 
fpecies of forgivenefs which is feldom enforced or 
thought of, and yet is no way below our regard^ 
i mean the forgivenefs of thofe^ if we may be 
allowed the expreffion, whom we hare injured* 
ourfelvcs. One would think that the difficulty 
of forgiving could only reft ,on the dde of him 
who has received the wrong; Init the truth of the 
fad is often otberwife* The confetoufnefs of 
having provoked another's refentment, often ex* 
cites the aggreflbr to keep before-hand with the 
man he has hurt, and not only to bate him for 
the evil expeds in return, but eves to purfue 

him 
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him down, and put it out of hiB power to make 
reprifals. 

The bafenefs of this isfuch, that it is fufficient 
to make the fame obfervation which was made 
upon the crime of parricide amongft the Gre* 
cians :<-^t was ib hlack^^their legiflators did not 
fuppofe it could be committed, and therefore 
made no law to puniQi it* 
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a KiNGd IV. 13* 

And he /aid unto Am, Say now unto her^ Behold^ 
thou haft bim careful for us with all this care $ 
-^^hat it to be done for tSee f^^ouldef thou be 

fpokcn for to the k'wg^ or the captain of the hojl ? 
And jhe anfwered^ 1 dwell among mine, own peo-^ 



TH£ firft part of the text is the words 
which the prophet Eliiha puts into the. 

mouth of his fervant Gehazi, as a meflage of 
thanks to the woman of Shunem, for her gre.at 
kindnefs and hDfjutality) of which, after the acr 
Inowledgment of his juft fenfei which Gehazi is 
bul to deliver in the words, — Behold, tlioii 

hafl: been careful for us with all this care 

he direds him to inquire in what manner he 
may beit make*a return in difcharge of the ob- 
ligation; — — ** What (hall be done for thee? 
Wouldert thou be fpokcn for to the king, or the 
- Captain of the hoft?'* "The laft part of the text 
is the Shunamite's anfwer^ which implies a re- 

R % fufal 
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f ufal of the honour or advantage which the pro- ^ 

phet intended to bring upon her by fuch an ap- 
plication, which flie indireftly exprefles in her 
contentment and fatisfa£lion with what £he en- ' 
joyed in her pfefent fiatioii : I dwell amongft 
mine own people.*' This inftancc of felf-denial 
in the Shiinamite, is but properly the introduc- 
tion to her Itory, and gives rife to that long and 
very pathetick tranfa^ion which follows in the 
fupernatural grant of a ^bild^ which God had 

many years denied her 5 the aflecling lofs of 

him as foon as he was grown up and his re- 

iloration to life by Elifha, after he had been fome* 
time dead ; the w^hole of which, though extreme- 
ly interefting, and from fuch incidents as would 
afford fiifficicnt matter for inftruftion, yet as it 
will not fall within the intention of this dif- 
courfe, I ihali beg leave, at this time, bareljr to 
confidfr thgk previous circumftances of it, to 
which the text confines n^e, upon which I fhall 
enlarge with fuch fefle<!iions as occur, and then 
proceed to that pra&ical ufe and exhortation ' 
tirhich will naturally fall from it. 
. We find, that after filiflia had refcued the dif- 
trcfled widow and her two fons from the hands of 
the creditor, by the miraculous multiplication of 
her oii ; that he paiFed on to Sfaunem, wher^ 
we read, was a great woman, and flie conftrain- 
ed him to cat bread ; and fo it was, that as often 
as he palTed by, he turned in thither to eat bread. 
The facred faiitorian fpeaks barely^ of her tenipQ« 
ral condition and flation in lifc,-^- — Thatihe 
was a great woman but defcribef? not the more 
material part of her, her virtues and chara6ber, 
becaufe they were more evidently to be difcover- 
ed froA the tranfaAion itfelf, from whicK it ap- 
pears^ 
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pears^ that ibe was not only wealthy, butlikewife 
charitable, and of a very confiderate turn of 

mind. For, after many repeated invitations and 
entertainments at her houfc, finding his occa^* 
iions called him to a frequent paflfage that way j 
^^^e moves her huiband to fet up and fumifh a 
lodging for him, with all the conveniencies which 
the fimplicity of thofe times required: And 
fhe faid unto her huiband, Behold now I perceive 
that this is an holy man of God, which pafleth 
by us continually ; let us make him a little cham- 
ber, I pray thee, on the v/all, and let us fet for 
him there a bed, and a tabJe and a ilool, and a 
candleftick ; and it (hall be when he cometh to us^ 

that he ftiall turn in thither.** She perceived 

he was a holy man, — (he had had many opportu- 
nities, as he pafled by them continually, of ob- 
ferving his behaviour and deportment, which (he 
had carefully remarked, and faw plainly what he 
was. That the fanclity and fimplieity of his. 

manners, the feverity of. his life, his zeal 

for the religion of his God, and the uncommon 
fervency of his devotion, when be worihij^ed be- 
fore liim, which fecmed his whole bufinefs and 

employment upon earth ; all befpoke him not 

a man of this world, but one whofe heart and afr 
feftions were fixed upon another objedii which 
was dearer and more important to him. But as 
fueh outward appearances may, and often have 
been counterfeited, fo that the actions of a mitu 
are certainly the only. interpreters to be relied on, 
whether fuch ' colours are true or falfe ; — ^fo fhe " 
had heard that all was of a piece there, and that 
he was throughout ccnfiilent : that he had never, 
in any one inftance of his life, a£ted ns if he had 
any views in the afiairs of this world, in which 
. R '3 he 



«. Digitized by Google 



19S S E 11 M O N XUI. 



lie had never intercfted himfelf at all, but where 
the glory of his God, or the good and prcferva- 
tjon of his fellow creatures at fii (l inclined him i 

that in a late inftancei before Be came to 

Shunem, he had done one of the kindeft and 
moft charitable aclions that a good man could 
have done^ in allifling the widow and fathcrlefs ; 

a nd as the fa£i was Angular, and had juft 
happened before her knowledge of himj-^no doubt^ 
Ihe bad heard tfie (lory with all the tender circum- ^ 
ftdpces which a true report would give it in his 
favour, namely, That a certain woman, whofe 
hufband was lately dead, and had left her witb 

her chllvlfcn in a very helplefs condition very 

dcftitute — and what was ftill worfe, charged with 
a debt fhe was not able to pay , t hat her cre- 
ditor bore exceedhig hard ti]7on her, and finding 
her little worth in fuhftance, was coming to take- 
the advantage which the law allowed, of feizing 
her two fons for his bondfmen j — fo that (he had 
not only loft her hufband, which had made her 
miferable enough already, hut was going to be be^^ 
Teavcd of her children, which were the only 
comfort and fupport of her life : that upon her 
coming to Eliiha with this fad ftory, he was; 
touched with compaffion for her misfortunes, and 
had ufed all the power and intereft which he had 
with his God to relieve and befriend her,, which^ 
in an unheard of manner^ by the miraculous in- 
^reafe of her oil, which was the only fuhftance 
fhe had left, he had fo bountifully eflcfled, as not 
only to difintangle her from her diflicuhies in pay- 
ing the debt, but withal, what was ftill more ge- 
nerous,^ to enable her to live comfortably the re-- 
mainder of her days. She confidered, that cha- 
lity and compaCioa was fo leading a virtue, 

^ and 
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and had fuch an influence upon every other part 
of a man's chara£ter, as to be a fufficient proofs 
byjtfelf, of the inward difpofition and goodncft 
of the heart; but that fo engaging an mfiinee of 
it as this, excereifed in fo kind and feafonable a 

manner, was a demonftration of his, and that 

he was in truth, what outward circumftances be* 
fpoke^ a holy rokn of ^Gom As the Shuna* 
mite's principle and motive for her hofpitaHty to 
Elifha was juft, as it fprung from an idea of the 
worth and merit of her gueft, fo likewife was the 
manner of doing it kind and confiderate. It is^ 
dbfervable, (he does not folieit her hufband' to 
affign him an apartment in her own houfe, but to 
build him a chamber on the wall apart ; ■ ■ ■ f he 
i (%>iifidered,^ — ^that true piety watited no witneiTeSji 
and was always moft at eaie when moft private %- 
« that the tumult and din;ra(Stion of a large fa- 
mily were not fit for the filent meditations of fo 
holv a man, who would perpetually there meet 
with ibmething either to interrupt his devotionj^ 
or offend the purity of his manners :— -that, more- 
over, under fuch an independent roof, where he 
could take (belter as often as his occafions requir- 
ed, fhe thought he might tafte the pleafure which 
was natural to man, in pofleffing fomething like 
what he could call his own, — and, what is no 
fl^iall part of conferring a favour, he would fcarce 
fbel the weight of it, or at kaft much feljomer^ 
in this manner, than where a daily invitation and ' 
repetition of the kindnefs perpetually put him in 
mind of his obligation. If any thing couid ftiJl 
add to this — it was-— that it did not appear to be 
the dry offer of a faint civility, but that i^^ame 
dirccify <ri)m the heart. There is anicetv in 
hoadl uunds^ whkhwi// not accept of a cold nnd 

fufpeci^d 
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fufpefled offer^^and evpi when it appears to hfL 
fincere and truly meant^ there is a roodefty in , 

true merit which knows not how to accept it ; and ' 
no doubt flie had one, if not both thefe diflicul-' 
ties to conquer in their turns. For we read, that 
fhe conftrained him, and in all likelihood forced 
his acceptance of it with all the warmth and | 
friendly openncfs of a humane and hofpjtable 
temper. 

It is with benefits as with injuries in this re-^ 

fpeft, that we do not fo much weigh the acci- 
dental good or evil they do us, as that which they, 
were defigned to do us* — That is, we coniider no 
part of them fo much as their intention ; and the. 
prophet's behaviour confequent upon this, fhews. 
he beheld it through this medium, or in fgme fuch. 
advantageous light as I have placed it. 

There is no burden fo heavy to a grateful mindj^, 
as a debt of kindnefs unpaid y a nd we may 
believe Eliflia felt it fo, from the earneft defire 
which he had, upon the immediate receipt of 
this, to difcharge himfelf of it, which he ex« 
{urefles in the text in the warmeft manner 
" Behold, thou haft been careful for us with all 
this care : — what (hall be done for thee ? Would- 
cft thou be fpoken for to the king, or the captaia 
of the hol,l — ^There is a degree of honeft im- j 
patience in the words, fuch as was natural to a. | 
good man, who would not be behind-hand with 
his benefactor. — ^But there is one thing which 
may feem ftrange at firft fight, that as her ftation^ 
and condition in life were fuch, that ihe appeared 
rather to have abounded already than flood in. 
want of any thing in this, world, which fuch an 
application could iui>ply,-— why the prophet ihould ^ 
fiotTather have prdpoied fome^picitual advantage,^ * 

which. 
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Vhkliv ai8f it btf^ h«f7e bcrc^Mie the {mc* 
tity of his charafter on th6 4ne hand, fo, on thd 
other, it would have done a more real and lailing 
fervice to his friend< 

Biic we are to ttfie£k^ tbdt in nsturning fa« 
vours, we aft differently from what we do iii 
conferring them :*-*-In the one cafe, we fimply 
confider what is beily^in the other^ what is moft 
acceptable* The re^on that we haTc a right 
to a£k according to our own idea9 of what will 
do the party moft good, in the cafe where wCtbe-* 
flow a favour;— but where wc return one, we lofe 
this right, aftd ad accdrding to hid conceptions who 
has oUtged U9, and etldeatouf to repay in fuch a 
manner as we think is moft likely to be accepted 
in difcharge of the obligation,—^© that, though 
we are not to imagine £liiha cotdd be wanting in 
religious dntied, as wdl as wifh^s t<^ fo bo^pitahle 
a friend, we may yet fuppofc, he was directed 
here by this principle of equity— and that, in' 
reflefting in what manner he fliould requite his 
b«nefa£trefs9 he had confidered, that to cme of 
her afKueiit condition, who had all the reafonable 
comforts of an independent life, — -if there was 
any palTion yet unfattsfied, it muft ccrtai^l^ be 
ambition : that though in getieral it wa^ an irre^ 
gular appetite, which in moft cafes 'twas danger 
rous to gratify, yet in efFeO, *twas only fo far 
criminal^ as the power which is acquired was 
perverted to bad and vicioiis purpdes, which k 
was not likely to be here, from the fpecimen (he 
had already given of her dlfpofition, which flicw- 
ed, that if ihe did wifli for an increafe of wealth 
and honour, ihe wifhed it only as it would enable 
her more generouily tQ extend her arm in kind 

ofRce^^ 



Digitized 



S £ R M O N XIU. 



officesj and incres^e the power as well as the op« 
portunities of doing good* 

In juftice to Elima's motive, which muft have, 

been good, we muft fuppofe, he confidered his 
offer in this light; and what principally led him to 
propofe it, was the great intereft which he had- 
with the king of Ifrael at that time, which he 
had merited by a fignal fervice; and as he had no 
views for himfelf, he thought it could not be em- 
ployed fa we^l as in eftablifliing the fortune of one, 
whofe virtue might be fo fafely trufted with it*. 
It was a juftifiable prepofleffion in her favour, — * 
though one not always to be relied on ; for there 
is many a one, who in a moderate ftation, and 
with a lefler degree of power, has behaved with, 
honour and uriblemifhed reputation, and who has. 
even born the bufFetings of adverfc fortune well, 
and manifefted great prefence and ftrength o£ 
mind under it, whom ncverthelefs a high exalta- 
tion has at once overcome, and fo entirely changed, 
as if the party had left not only his virtue, but evea 
himfelf behind him. 

Whether the Shunamite dreaded to make this, 
dangerous experiment of herfelf,— *^r, which ia 
more likely, that ftie had learned to fet bounds to 
her defires, and was too well fatisfied with her 
prefent condition to be tempted out of it, flia 
declines the offer in the clofe of the text ; — I 
dwell amongft mine own people as if (he had 
faid, " The intended kindiiefs is far from being 
linali, but it i& not uleful to me ; I live, here, as 
thou art a witnefs, in peace, ia a contented ob- 
fcurity ; ■ n ot fo high as to provoke envy, nor 
fo low as to be trocWcn down and tlclpilcd. In 
this fafe and middle ilate, as I have lived amongft; 
my own people, ib let me die out of the reach,. 

bgtlk 
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botli of the! cares and glories of the world. ■ ■ ■ 

. *Tis fit, O holy man of God! that I learn fomc" 
time or other to fet bounds to my defines; and if 
I cannot fix them now, when I have already more 
than ihy wants require, when (hall I hope to do 
it? — Or how fhould I expeft, that even this in- 
creafe of honour or fortune would fully fatisfy and - 
content my ambition, (hould I now give way to it.** 
So engaging an inftance of unaffe£ted modera-* 
tion and felf-denial, deferves well to be confider- 

cd by the buftlers in this world ; becaufe, if 

we are to truft the face and courfe of things, we 
fcaree fee any virtue fo hard to be put in pra^ice^ 
and which the generality of mankind feem fo 
unwilling to learn, as this of knowing v:hen they 
have enough, and when it is time to give over 
their worldly purfuits . Aye ! but nothing is 
moreeafy, you will anfwer, than to fix this point, 

and fct certain bounds to it, " For my own 

part, you will fay, I declare, I want and would 
wilh no more, but a fufiicient competency of 
thofe things which are requifite to the real ufes 
and occafions of life, fuitable to the way I have 
been taught to expefl from ufe and education." — 
But recollect how feldom it ever happens, when 
thefe points are fecured, but that new occafions 
and new neceflities prefcnt themfelves, and every 
day as you ^row richer, frefti wants are difcover- 
ed, which rife up before you, as you .afcend the 
hill; fo that every ftep you take— every accef- 
fion to your fortune, fets your dcfires one degree 
further from reft and fatisfaftion : — that fome- 
thing you have not yet grafped, and poflibly never 
ihall that devil of a phantom unpoflefled and 
unpofTeflable, is perpetually haunting you, and 
ilepping i;^ bctwiitt you and your contentment.— 
* Unhappy 
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Unhagpy creature 1 tQ iHnk b£ ^^joyis^ itlmt 
Jilefiiiig widHNii moderation limgiM <hat 

' fo facred a temple can be raifed upon the fouad^ 
lion of wealth or power — If the ground-work 

is not laid within yoMT own wn^ tbey wUl rs 
iboo add a icnbit to yourAaturc;* tp yonrinq^pi^ 

nefs.-— To be convinced it is fo, pray look up to 
thofe who have got as high as their warmeft wiflies 
ci)uid carry them in (fais atceat^^^o obferve 
they live th^ betteTy tbe lofigsfj the merrior^^'Hir 
that they fleep the founder Hi their beds, for hav- 
ing twice as much as they wanted, or well know 
hi)w todifpoiCe Qf?^(^ ruks fpr calculating 
happinef3| this is dbe jo^ft deceitful, md which 
. few but weak mtnds, and tb^le itinpra^ifed in 
the world too, ever think of applying as the 

meaCure in iuch an eilimatipn* Great and in- 
expr4drihle may ih» h^ppin^^ which a :mo- 
derat€ fortune and moderate deHrea, with a con^^ 

fcioufnefs of virtue, will fccure. Many are the 
liient pleafures of the honeft peafant, Ki^bo rifes 
chearAil to his labour; — ^wby (hould they not?^ 
}jOok into his houfe, the feat of naeh mw*^ h»p* 
pincfs ; has he not the fame domeftick endear* 
ments, — the farne joy and comfoct.in bi3 cbildreny 
and ;is flattering.hppe^ of their dojing "weUt to en- 
liven his houc9» and glad his heart, as yon could 
conceive in the higheft ftation?— -And I make no 
doubt, in general, but if the true ftate of his joy 
and fufferings wnid he fairly bal^oisd with fbote 
of his better^ whether my thing wtMU -Appear 

at the foot of the account, but what would re- 
commend the moral of this difcourfe.— This, I 
own, is not jlio attained to, by the .cynical ftak 
trick of haranguing againft the goods of foctone^ 
^thejr WW cPwr intended to be talked out m 

the 
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die worlds— as virtue and true vifdom lie ill 

the middle of extremes,— <m one hand, not to 
negleft and defpife riches, fo as to forget our- 
felfesy and on the other, not to purfue and love 
diem, fo as to forget God ; - to hare them 
fometimes in our heade^— bat always fomething 
laore importwt iu our hearts^ 
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S'ie ox hnoweth his ownery and the off bis majlei^i 
crib but Ifrael doth mot kmwy^y people daib 
. mt e$nfider^ 



^'TT^IS a fevere but an afFeflionate reproach of 
X the prophet's, laid againft the Ifraelites,, 
«^which may fafely be applied to eveiy heedleis 
and unthankyil people, who are neither won by 
God's mercies, nor terrified by his punifliments. 
There is a giddy, thoughtlefs, intemperate fpirit 
gone forth into the worlds which poflefies the 
generality of mankind ; and the reafbn the 
world is undone, is, bccaufe the world does not 
confider, — confiders neither awful regard to God,. 

nor the true relation themfelves bear to him. 

Gould they confider this, and learn to weigh the 
caufcs, and compare the confequenccs of things, 
and to exercife the reaJbn which God has put 
into us, for the government and dire£lion of ouc 
fives,^there would be fome hopes of a reform^ 
tion : — ^but as the world goes, there is no Icifure 
for fuch inquiries, and fo full are our minds of 
otiier matters, that we have no time to aik, or a. 

S3 ^ heartt 
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heart to anfwer^ the queftions we ought to put tm 

ourlelves. 

Whatever our condition is, 'tis good to be ac- 
quainted with it in time, to be able to fupply 
what is wanting,— and examine the ftate of our 
accounts, before we come to give them up to an 
impartial judge. 

The moll inconfiderate fee the reafoaablene& 
of this , t here being few, I believe, either fa 
* thoughtlefs, or even fo bad, but that Acy fome- 
times enter upon this duty, and have fome fliort 
intervals of felf-examinationy which they are for- 
ced upon, if from no other motive, yet at leaH: 
to free themfelves from the load and oppreifion 
of fpirits they mud necclTarily be fubjeft to with- 
out it. But as the fcripture frequently intimates, » 
—and obfervation confirms it daily,— that there 
are many miAakes attending the difcharge of this * 
duty, — I cannot make the remainder or this dif- 
courfe more ufeful, than by a fhoit inquiry into 
them. I fhall therefore, iirlt, beg leave to remind 
you of fome of the many unhappy ^wavs by. which 
we often fet about this irkfome talk at examining^ 
our works, without being either the.bQ.tter or the 
wifer for the employment. 

And firft, then^ let us begin- with tbat whick 
is the foundation of almoft all the other faUe mea-^ 
fures we take in this matter, — that is, thefetting 
about the examination of our works> before we* 
are prepared with honed difpofitions to. ainend 
them. This is beginning the work at the wrong* 
end. Tliefe previous difpofitions in the heart,' 
are the wheels that fliould make* this work go ea- 
£ly and fuccefsfully forwards,— and to take them< 
.oft]^ and proceed without them, 'tis no miracle, if,. 

like- 
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like Pharaoh's chariots, they that drive them,— 
drive them heaviiy^along. 
' . BefideSy if a man is not finoerely inclined to 
reform his faults, — not fikefy be fliould be in- 
clined to fee them, — nor will all the weekly pre- 
parations that ever were wrote^ bring him nearer 
' the point i — that, with bow ferious a face fb* 
ever he begins to ezattiine9----he no longer does the 
office of an inquirer, — ^but an apologift, whofe bu«» 
fincfs is not to fearch for truth, — but fkilfully to 
hide it. So long — therefore^ as this pre-engage- 
ment hfis betwixt the mm and his oU habits,— « 
there is little profpeft of proving his works to any . 
good purpofe — of whatever kind* they are, with 
fo ftrong an interefl and power on th^ir fide. — As 
in other trials, fo in diis, 'tis no wonder if the eyi« 
denee is puzzled and cobfounded, and the fererai 
fadls and circumftances fo twiftcd from their na- 
tural fbapes, and the whole proof fo altered and 
confirmed on the other fide,— <is to leave the laft 
ftate of that nian even worfe than the firft. 

A feoond unhappy, though general miftake in 
this great duty of proving our works, — ^is that 
which the apoftk hints at ; iia the doin^ it, not ^ 
by a dired examination of our own anions,* btt 
' from a comparative viev<^ of them, with the lives 
and actions of other men. ^ *^ 

When a man is goinc to enter upon this work 
- of idf-examinjition,-*--there is nothing fo com«^ 
mon, as to fee him look rwnd him — inftead of 
looking ivlthin him. He looks round, — finds 
out fome one who is more malicious, — ^fees ano^ 
dier diat is more covetous, a third that more 
proud and imperious than hhnfelf) — and fo indi-* 
reftly forms a judgment of himfelf, not from ^ 
xeviiew of bis Ufe^ and a proying of bis own works^ 

as. 
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as the apoftfe direfts him, but rather from provi-" 
ing the works of others, and from their infirmi- 
ties and defeifls drawing a deceitful condufion in 
favour of himfelf.t— Jn all competitions ^of this 
kind, one may venture to fay, there will be ever 
lb much of felf-love in a man, as to draw a flat- 
tering likenefs of one of the parties — and 'tis well 
•--Hif he has not fo teuch malignity tod, as to give 
but "a coarfe pi£lure of die othoCy-i-finilhed witfv 
fo many hard ftrokes, as to make the one as un-^ 
like its original as the other. 

Thus the phariiee, when he entered the tem-^ 
pie, — no fooner faw the publican, but that mo*^ 
ment he formed the idea to himfelf of all the viceSf 
and corruptions that could poflTibly enter into the 
' man's chara£ter, — ^and with great dexterity ftated 
all his own virtues and good qualitieaover'-againft 
them. His abftincnce and frequent fallings, ex>» 
aftnefs in the debts and ceremonies of the law 
not balancing the account as he ought to have 
done, in this manner :~Whatl though this mam 
i^ a publican and a finner, have-not I my trices as 
well as he ? 'Tis true, his particular office expofes 
him to many temptations of committing extortion 
and injuftice ; — ^but then— Kim not l a devourer of 
vi^dows houfes, and guilty of one of the moit 
cruel inflances of the lame crime ? He poflibly is 
a profane perfon, and may fet religion at nought ; 
but do not I myfelf, for a pretence, make lon^ 
prayers, and bring the greateft of all fcandals up-^ 
on religion, by making it the cloalc to my ambi- 
tion and worldly views ? If he, lallly, is debauch- 
ed or intemperate, am npt I confcious of as cor- 
rupt and wanton difpoiitions ; and that a fair and 
guarded outfide is my beft pretence to the oppofite 
charaftcr^ , 

.I£ 
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rativc view of them with others ; this, no 

' doubt, would be the faicer vay^ and lead likelyt 
tch miflead him* But 9S tfiia is feldom the me- 
thod this trial ia gone dirough, hi Mt it gene^ 
rally turns out to be as treacherous and delufive . 
to die man himfclf, as it is uscandid to die man 
vfao is dn^ged into the comparifon ; and- who^ 
ever judges of htmielf hy this infey^ ib Icng as there 
is no fcarcity of vicious characters in the work!, 
—-'tis to be feared, he will often take the occafi- 
ons of triumph and rejoicing, where,, in truth, > 
he ought rather to be fbrrf and aihamed. 

A third error in the manner of proving em 
works, is what we are guilty of, when we leave 
out of the cakulatioa the oolf material parts o£ 

them I mean, the mothes, amad ficft priocU 

pies fromt whence they proeeed. Tbevris^ manj 
a fair inftancc of gcnerofity,. chaftity, and fel^* 
denial, whicii the world may give a man the cre- 
dit o^^which^ ii he would gite faia&lf the lei-* 
five t» oAeEt upon, and trace baek ta their firft 
Iprings — he would be confcious, proceeded from 
fuch views and intentions, as, if known, would 
not be to his ^honour. The truth of this may hm . 
a»de evident by a thoufitnd inftances in life 
and yet there is nothing more ufual than for a 
man, when he is going upon this duty of felf-ex- 
aminatioiv— inftead of calling his own ways to 
^ femenibrance,~-— to ck)fe tM whole inqnirf aS 
mce, with this ftiort challenge v ^ Thai he de^ 
^ jies the world to fay ill of him.^^ If the world 
has no exprefs evidence, this indeed may be an 
argument of his good luck butno iatisfa^iory 
(He of the real goodnefs and innocmee of his liie« 

A man 
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A man may lie a vwrf bad many-— «md yet, througli 
caution,— through deep-laid policy and defign, 
may fo gua^d all outward appearances, as never 
to want this negative teftimony on his fide, tiiU. 
tie world kmwi no evil of bim^'^aw little foevex 
he deferres it. Of all aflays upon a man's felf, 
this may be faid to be the flighteft ; this method 
of proving the goodnefs of our works — differing- 
but little in kind from that unhappy one^ whick 
. many unwary people take in proving the good- 
nefs of their coin - w ho, if it happens to be 
fufpicious, inftead of bringing it either to the ba- 
lance or the touch-itone to try its worth, — ^they^ 
ignorantly go forth; try if they can pafs it upon 

the world : if fo, all is well, and they are- 

faved all the expence and pains of inquiring after^ 
and detecting the cheat. 

A fourth error, in this duty of examination, of 
mens works, ^ i s that of committing the taik ta 
others an error into which thoufands of welU 
meaning creatures are infnared in the Homiih^ 
church) by her do&ine^ of auricular confei&oo». 
of works of fupererogation, and the many lucra- 
tive practices raifed upon that capital flock. The 
trade of which is carried to fuch a height in Popifh 
countries, that if you was at Rome or Naples, 
now, and was difpofed, in compliance with the 
apoftle's exhortation in the text, to fet about this 

duty, to prove your own works, *tis great 

odds whether you will be fuffcred to do it your- 
felf, without interruption; and y ou might bo 
faid to hhve dcaped well, if the torft permi you 
confulted upon it did not talk you out of your re- 
fblution, and poflibly your fenfes too, at the fame: 
time. Prov« your works I ■ ■ f or heaven's fake^ 

defitt. 
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defift from raft an undertaking what 

truft your own (kill and judgment in a matter of 
fo much difficulty and importance — when there 
are fo many whofe bufineTs it is, — who underfland 
it well, and who can do it for you with fo 
much fafety and advantage ? 
- If your works muft be proved, you would be 
advifed, by all means, to fend them to undergo 
this operation with ibme one who knows what be 
is about, either (bme expelt and noted confeflbr 
of the church,— or to fome convent or reh'gious 
Ibciety, who are in pofTefllion of a large ftock of 
good works of all kinds, wrought up by faints 
and confeflbrs, where you may fuit yourfelf,— 
and either get the defefts of your own fupplied, 
—or be accommodated with new ones, ready 
proved to your hands, fealed and certified to be 
fo by the Pope's commiflary, and the notaries of 
his ecclefiallic court. There needs little more to 
lay open this fatal error, than barely to reprefent 
it* So I lhall only add a fhort remark, — that they 
who are perfuaded to be thus virtuous by proxy, 
and will prove the goodnefs of their works only 
by deputies, — will have no reafon to complain a- 

fainft God's juflice, if he fuiFers them to go to 
eaven only in the fame manner, that is, by de- 
puties too» 

The laft miftake which I fhall have time to 
mention, is that which the Methodiits have re« 
Tived} for 'tis no new* error, but one which has 
mifled thoufands bisfore thefe davs, wherever en« 
thufiafm had got footing, and that is, th at* 
tempting to prove their works by that very argu- 
ment which is the greateft pfooi of their weak- 
«els and fuperftition } I mean that extraordinary 

impulfe 
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imimlfe Md jtttoffQDttcfe mA ^ fpirk «of Goo 
ivliidh they pretend to, and whofe operations (if « 

you truft them) are fo fenfibly felt in their hearts 
and foula^ as to cender, at once, all other proofs 
of i;heir weA$ tieedkft to tkenifdifies. Thm^ I 
omnf is one of the moft fimunnry ^moys-of 
ceeding in this duty of felf-examination ; and as 
it proves a man's works in the ^cofs^ it faves him 
a world of &ber thoagbt and iflN|mry after many 
iresatioiHi f>articiikiro« 

Indeed, if the premiffes were true, the inference 
is dire£t. For when a man dreams of thefe in« 
• w»rd workingaf and wakes with the iaapnflion of / 

tliem ftrong upon bte brain ; 'tis not ttrange he 
' Ihould think himfelf a chofen vcflcl, fanSified 
within, ftnd fealed up unto the perfeft day of re- 
demption ; and ib long as fucb a one is led ca^ 
tive to this error, there k nodiing in nature to 
induce him to ttlis duty of examining bis own 
works in the fenfe of the prophet : for however 
bad they are, io long as bis credulity and enthu- 
fiafm €q«nl them, 'tis impoffible they ibould di» 
ftnrb bis eonfcienee, or frighten hxm into a refer* 
mation. Thefe are fome of the unhappy miftakes 
in the many methods this work is fet about, which 
in a great meafnre 10b t» of the fruits we tafeA^ 
ed, and fometimes fo entirely blaft them, that wc* 
arc neither the better or wifer for all the pains 
we have taken. 

There are matiy other falfe ftepa which lead n^ . 
the fame way, bi^ the delineation of thtStj how» 
ever, may f<rrve at prefent, not only as fo mtiny 
land-marks to guard us from this dangerous coall 
wbieh I have diefcribed, but to dire& ns likewife 
into that fitie one, where wc.caa only esqpcSt the 

reward 
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reward the gofpt 1 promifes. For if, aGCordinp^ to 

the firfl rccired caufcs, a man fails in examining 
his works, from ;i dirinclination to reform them, 
irom partiality of coniparifons, from flattery to 
his own motives, and a vain dependence upon the 
opimon of the world ; the concltrfion is imavoid- . 
able, that he unift fcarch for the (]ualitics tl>e 
moil oppulite to thefc for his conckitlors. And 
if he ho;>es to difcharge this work fo as to have 
advantage from it, that he muft, fet out upon the 
principles of an honell head, Avillinir to reform 
itfcif, and attached principally to that ohjeti^ 
without regard to the fpiriruai condition of o- 
thers, or the mifguided opinions which the world 
may have of hinnVlf. 

That, for this end, he muft call his own ways 
to remembrance, and fearch out his fpirit 
iearch his ai^ions with the fame cri^al exafk* 
nefs, and the fame piercing ciiriofity, we are wont 
to fu in jud;Tment upon others ; varnlihing no- 
thing, and -difg\iiiing nothing. If he proceeds 
thus, and in every relation of life takes a full 
view of himfclf without prejudice, traces his ac- 
liions to tnc:'r principles without mercy, and looks 
•into the dark corners and recelTes of his heait 
without fear — ^and if, upon fuch an inquiry-^he 
afts confident with his view in it, by reforming 
his errors, feparating the drofs, and purifying 
the whole mafs w ith repentance ; this will bid 
fair for examining a iiian's works in the apofllc's 
fenfe: — atvd whoever difcharges the duty thu% 
. with a view to fcripture, which is the rule in this 
cafe — and to reafon, w^hich is the applier of this 
rule in ail -cafes — need not fear but he will have 
what the prophet calls rejdcing in himfelfy and 

Vol. IV. T that 
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diat he will lay the foundation of bis peace and 
comfort where it ought to ly— that is, within 

himfelf — in the teftimony of a good confcience, 
ind the joyful expectation^ that having done his 
4itmoft to examine his own works here, that God 
will accept them hereafter, through the merits of 
Christ j which God grant. Ameti. 
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WT^at I^Jball nve receive good at the hand of God^^ 
and Jball w mt ^nceive evil alfo .f 



THESE are the words of Job, uttered in* 
the depth of his misfortunes, by way of: 
reprocrf to hU wife^ for the cornvfel weiiiid flte* 
had given him in the foregoing verfe; namely,, 
not to letain his integrity any longer, but to 
cxirje God and die. Though it is not very evident^. 
"%faat was particularly meant and implied in the* 
words — ^* Curfe Go d and die,**-— yet it- is cer^* 
tain, from Job's reply to them, that they direct- 
ed him< to fome flcp which was ralh and unw^r** 
rantable, and probably, as it is generally explain-*' 
ed, meant^ that he (hould openly caU God's ju-r 
flicc to an account, antl by a b].irphcmou.s accn"-*- . 
/ation of it, provoke CjOD to dcltroy his being:: 
as if (he had faid, After ib many fad things; 
i!?hick have befallen thee, notwithftanding thy in-*- 
tcgrity, what 'gaiAeft thou by ferving Got), fee- 
ing he bears thus hard upon thee, as thou^^h thou 
wail his enemy \ Ought fo faithful a fervaut as* ' 
thoii haft been^ to receive fo unkind treatment at . 
bis hands ?'*^d tamely to fubmit to iti-^pa-i*- 

♦ 
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tiently to fuflain the evils he. has brought upom 
thy houfe, and neither murmur with thy Hps^ nor 
charge him with injuftice,??-^bear it nor thus 

and as thy piety could not at fiifl protedl thee 
from fucb misfortunes^ nor thy behaviour under, 
tliem could iince move God to take pity on thee 
<;hange thy condud towards him, boldly expoftu— 
late with him, upbraid' him openly with unkind- 
iiefs, — call his jurtice and providence to an ac- 
count for opprefling thee in jfo undeferved a man^ 
2ier, and get that benefit by provoking, him^ which 
tliou haft not been able to obtain by ferving hini :. 
to die at once by his hands, and be freed, at leaft,. 
from the greater mifery of a.lingeringi and a more? 
tormenting death. 

On the other- band^ fome interpreiers tell us| 
—that the word curfe^ in the original, is equivo- 
cal> and does more literally fignify here, to blefs^ 
than to hUfphemcp and confequently^. tbftt tho 
iNrh(rfe is rather to be confidered as a fareafticat 
feoff at Job's piety. As if it bad been faid,— 
Xio to, blefs God, and die; fincc thou art fo 
ready, to praiie him in troubles as thou haft^ione|. 
go on in thv own way, and fee how God will re-^ 
ward thee, by a miferable death wliich thou canft- 
xioK avoid* 

Witl^ut difputing the merit of thefe two in— 
terpi;etatii»n«^ it' -may not feem an improbable - 

conjc£lure, that the" words imply fomething ftill 
different from what is expreffcd in either of themi: 
■ and inftead of fuppofing them^as an incite- 
ment to hlafpheme God^ wbtcb was madneibi. 
—or that they, were intended as an infult, which 
was unnatural ; that her advice, to curie God 
and die, was meant here, that he fhould refolve 

i^on. a. voluntary, death himfclf| . ^luch . was an 
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a£t not only m his own power^ but what oarriei 
fome 'Appearance of a remedy with it, and pro^ 

mifed, at leall at firft fight, fome refpite from * ' 

pain, as it would put an end>. botb.to his life. and 

his misfortanes tpgetber« ^ . 

» One may fuppofe, that with all the concern^ , - 

and alTcction which was natural, ftie beheld her 

lord afflicted both with poverty and ficknefs ; — by 

one fudden blow brought down from his. palace t^ • 

the dunghiU.<^*— In. one mournful day, ihe faW|> 

that not only the fortunes^of his houfe were hlaft* 

ed, but likewife the hopes of his polierity cut oiF 

for ever by the untimely lofs of his children. She 

Jenew he was^ a. virtuous and an upright«many and x 

deferred : a better fate ^her hear^ bled the 

more for him, — (he faw the profpecl before him 

was dreadful,- that there appeared no poffible 

means which could retrieve the fad fituation of ^ 

. his afiairs v— that deaths the laft^the fureft friend 
to the unfortunate, could only fet him free ; — - 

. and that it was better to refolve upon that at once, . 
than vainly endeavour to wade through fuch a fea. 
of troubles^ . which in the end woold overwhelm 
him. We may fuppofe her fpirit^fmking under • 
thefe apprehenfions, when fhe began to look up- 
on his conftancy as a fruitlefs virtue, and from 
that perfuafion to have (aid unto him,— Curfe 
God,— depend no longer upon him, nor wait the 
iflbcs of his providence, which has already for- 
fakea thee ; — as there is no help from that quaiv 
tcr,— refolve to extricate thy felf — and ilnce thou 
haft met with no juftice in this-, world, leave 
it, — die — and force thy paflage into a better coun- 
try, where misfortunes cannot follow thee. 
Whether this paraphrafe. upon the words is 

jMft,^ Qt the former. interpretations be admittedyr- 

the 
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the reply in the text is equally proper WKatr 
•*-(hall we receive good at the hands God,. 
and lhall we not receive evil alio ? Are nor both' 
•alike the difpenfations of an all-wife and good be- 
ing, whc^ knows and determines what is beji i - 
and wherefore (houM 1 make myielf the judge, to» 
receive the one, and yet he fo partial as to rejeft- 
the other, when, by fairly putting both into tlic. 
fcale, I mav be convinced how much the good- 
outweighs tne evil in all cafes ; in nty own, con*- 
fidcr how ftrong this argument is againft me. 

In the beginning of my days, how did God- 
crown me with honour? in how remarkable at 
manner did his providence fet a hedge about me^, 
and about all that I had on every fide ; how he 
prolpered the works of my hands, fo that our. 
4ubitance and bappinefs increafed every day i 

And now, when, for reafons heft known to hitt 
infinite wifdom, lie has thought fit to try me with^t 
"affliftions, — fliall I rebel againft him in finning 
with my lips, and charging him foolillily ?— 
Gob iforbid. O rather may. I look up towards* 
- thar hand which has brui(jfd me ; for h© makethi^ 
fore, and he bindeth up; he woundeth, and his 
hands make whole \ from his bounty only has. 
ifTued all 1 had ; from his \Vifdom,— ^-all I have loft ; 
for he giveth and he hath taken. away,~bldQed '. 
be his name. 

Theie are few inftances of particular virtue- 
more engaging than thofe of this heroic cait %, 
and if we may take the teftimony of a Heathen 
iphilofopher upon it, there is not an obje£l in this 
world which God can be fuppofed to look down 
upon with greate^ pleafure, than that of a good 
tnan involvM in misfortunes, furmunded on all • 
£des with difficulties^ y£t cheerfully bearing up- 

his- 
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his heady and ftruggling againft them with firm*- 
nefs and conftancy of mind* Certainly to oulr con*- 

cepHons, luch objefts miift be truly engaging ;— 
and the reafon of io exalted an enconnum from this 
hand is eafy to be guefl'ed ; no doubt thewifed o£ 
the Heathen philoiophers had found, fronv obfer** 
vation upon the life of man, that the many trou-* 
bles and infirmities of his nature, the ficknefl'es, 
difappointments, forrows for the iofs of children* 
er property, ^ith the mimberlefs other calamitiea 
and crofs accidents to which- the life of man' itf 
• fubjcct, were in themfelves fo great j — and fo //V- 
. iJe foiid comfort to be adminiilered fiom the 
mere refinements of [diiloibphy in fuch emergen^i^ 
cies, that there was no virtue which required 
greater efforts, ofwhich was found fo difficult to 
be achieved upon moral principles ; upon moral 
principles— rwhich had no foundation to fuftain 
this great weight, which the infirmtties of ow 
nature had laid upon it. And for this reafon 'tis ob- 
fervable, that there is no fubje£b upon w^hich the 
moral writers of antiquity have exhauiUd 
much of their eloquence, or where diey have - 
fpent fuch time and pains, as in this, of endeavour* 
ing to reconcile men to thefe evils. Infomuch, 
that from thence, in moft modern languages^ the 
patient .enduring of aiHi£kions has by degrees ob- 
' tained the name ef pbihfophy^ and almoft mo- 
nopolized the word to itfclf, as if it was the 
chief end or compendium of all the wifdom 
^ which philofophy had to offer. And indeed, 
confidering what lights they had, feme of them 
wrote extremely well \ yet, as what they faid 
proceeded more from tLc head than the heart, 
!twas generally more calculated to iilence a man 
' in his troubles, than to convince, and teach him 

how 
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how to bear, them. And therefore^ however 
iubtk and ingeniow their arguments might ap-* 

pear in the reading, 'tis to be feared they loft 
much of their elTicacy, when tried in the applica- 
tion. If a man was thrufi. back in the world 
by difappointments, or-^s was Jd^'s cafe^had 
rfolFered a fudden change in his fortune ; froto^anp . 
affluent condition was brought down by a train of 
cruel accidentvS, and pinched with poverty, — phi-^ 
lofophy would come in, and exhort him to ftamt 
bis ground -it would tell him, that the famer 
greatnefs and llrength of mind, which enabled 
him to behave well in the days of his profperity, 
ihould equally enable him to behave weU in tke 
4ays of his sidverfity ; — >that it was the property 
of only weak and bafe fpirits, who were inlolent 
in the one, to be dejefted and overthrown by th^ 
father ; whereas great and ^nerous UmLs were at 
all times csdbtn . and ecpial. they enjoyed, diet 
advantages of life with indifFcrcnce, — they were* 
able to refign them with the fame temper, — and' 
coiifcquently,— -were out of the reach of fortune.. - 
- AU whichi however fine, and likely to £ditisfy the 
fancy of a man at eafe, amid convey but little, 
confolation to- a heart already pierced with for— 
row ^ — ^noi: is it to be conceiyed how an unfortu-*^ 
nate creature fhould any more reodve relieC* 
fronv fuch a. le^re, however juft, than a maif 
racked with an acute fit of the gout or ftone,. 
eould bcfuppafed to be fet free from torture, 
by hearing from his phyfician a nice diiTertatiOTL 
upon his aaie. The- philefophic coniblatibns irt 
fickncfs or in affli£V»ons for the death of friends and 
kindred, were juft as efficacious, — and were ra- 
ther in* general to be confidered as good faying^ 
than good seaie4ies<^So thafti.if a man was he^ 

reaved 
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¥eftved of a promifing child, in whom all hiB^ 

hopes and expeftations centered — or a wife was 
left deititute to mourn the lofs and protection of a 

' Und and tender hufband, Saieca or £pi£tetus 
^ould tell the penfive parent, and difconfolate wi« 
tlow^ — that tears and lamentations for the dead 
were fruitiefs and abfurd ; — that to die, was the 
tieceflaiy and unavoidable d^t of nature ; — and 
fisil could admit of no ramedy-^'twas impious 
and foolilli to grieve and fret themfclves upon it* 
Upon fiich fage counfel, as well as many other 

• leflbns of the fame ftamp, the fame reflediion 
might be applied, which is faid to have been 
made by one of the Roman emperors, to one wha 
adminiltered the fame confolations to him on a 
like occafion— to whom, advifing him to be com^ 
forted, md make litmfelf ^eai^, ikice the eireitt 
liad been bibught about by a nitality, and conid 
not be helped, — he replied,—** That this was fo 
far from leii'ening his trouble, — that it was the 
very circumftance which occafioned it." So 
that, upon the whole,— ^when the true rvalue of 
thefe, and many more of their current arguments, 
•have been weighed and brou;];ht to the teft, — one 
is led to doubt, wliether the greateil part of 
their heroes^ the moft renowned for conitancy, 
were not much more indebted to good nerves 
land fpirits, or the natural happy frame of their 
tempers, for behaving well, than to any extraor^ 
^ dtnary helps which they could ^ fuppofed to re^ 
teive from their inftrii^ors. And therefore, I 
fhould make no fcruple to aflert, that one fuch 
inilance of patience and redgnation as this, which 
the fcripture gives us in the perfon of Job ; not of 
^ne moft pompoully declaiming upon the con- 
tempt of pain and poverty, but of a man funk in 
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die loweft condition of humanity, — to behold him^ 
when ftripped of hi$ eftate» ^his wealth, his 

friends, his children,— cheerfully holding up his 
head, and entertaining his hard fortune with 
iirmnefs and ferenity, — and this, not from a ftoi* 
cal ftupidityy but a juft fenfe of God's provi- 
-dence, and a perfaafion of his juftice and good- * 
nefs in all his dealing; — fuch an example, 1 fay, 
as this, is of more univerfal ufe, fpeaks truer to 
, the heart, than all the hercnck precepts, which the 
pedantry of philoibphy has to offer. 

This leads me to the point I aim at in this » 
difcourfe*, — namely, that there are no principles 
but thofe of religion to be depended on in cafes 
of rueal ftrefs, a^id that thefe are abk to encounter 
the worft emergencies, and to bear us up under 
all the changes and chances to which our life is 

Confider, then, what viitue the very firft prin- 
ciple of religion has, and how wonderfully it is 
conducive to this end; That there is a Goi^, a 
powerful, a wife and good being, who firit made 

the world, and continue^ to ^vern it j ^by 

whofe goodnefs all things arc deiigned — ^and by 
whofe providence all tllin^rs are conducted to 
bring about tlie greareil and beil ends. The for« 
rowful and penfivc wretch that was giving way to 
bis misfortunes, and monrnfully £ftking 4inder 
them, the moment this doctrine comes in to his ' 
aid, hulhes all his complaints — and thus fpeaks 
comfort to his foul,—" It is the Lord, let him 
do what feemeth him good : — ^w^thout his direc- 
tion, I know that no evil can bcfal me, — without 
his permiflion, that no power can hurt me ; — it 
is impoffible a Being fo wife ihould miilake my 
happinefs!^ or that a Being fo good (bould contra** 
di£k it* If he has denied me riches, or ofher ad-» ^ 

I vantages^—* 

# 
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'v6ifit^cs,*^perhap8 he. fbrefees the gratifying my 
wiflies would undo mc, and by my own abufc 
of them be perverted to my ruin. If he has de- 
nied me the requeft of children,— or^ in his pro- 
>ridence had thought fit 10 take them from me— ^ 
how can I fay — ^wchcther he has not dealt kindly 
with me, and only taken that away which he 
forefaw .would embitter and Ihorten my days.-— ^ 
It does to ten thoufands,. where' the difobedi** 
wee of a dianklefs' child has brought down the 
parent's grey hairs with forrow to the grave. Has 
.he vifited mc with ficknefs, poverty, or other 
difappointmentd ?^*«-^ah I fay, but thefe are 

bleffings in difguife ? fo many diflfcrent ex- 

preflions of his care and concern, to difintangle 
^y thoughts from this world, and fix them upon 
anothe r another, a better world beyond 

this P'-:^ This thought opens a new fcene of 

hope and conrolation to the unfortunate and 

as the perfuafion of a providence reconciles him 
to the evils he has fuffered, — this profpcft of x 
future life gives him ftrength to defpife them;^ 
and efteem the light affliftions of his life, as they 
are, not worthy to be compared to what is referved 
for him hereafter. > . 

Things are great or fmall by comparifon— • 
and he who looks Ho further than this world, and 
balances the accounts of his joys and fufferings fron% 
that confiideration, finds all his forirows enlarged^ 
and, at the dofe of the^, will be apt to look b^ck^ 
and call the fime fed reflexion upon the whole, 
which the patriarch did to Pharaoh That 

few and evil had been the days of his pilgrim* 

age/' But let fiim lift up his eyes towards 
heaycn, and ftedfaftly behold the life and immor- 
tality of a future ftate,— ^hc then wipes away all 

YoUlY. U tear% 
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ftom off hi$ eyc8 for ever and «ver } — like 
idle exiled captive, big with the hopes that he n 
returning home, h e feels not the weight of 
his chains, or counts the days of his captivity $ 
but looks forward with rapture towards the coun^ 
•try where his heart is fled before. 

Thefe are the aids which religion offers us to- 
wards the regulating of our fpirit under the evils 
of lifel;-^ — ^but, like great cordialsyt-^hey aiie 
leklom ufed but on greater occitivences* In 
the lefler evils of life, we fcem to ftand unguard- 
ed and our peace and contentment are ovcr- 

thrown, and our happinefs broke in upon bya 
little impatience df fpirit under the cfols and un* 
toward accidents we meet with. Thefe ftand 
unprovided for, and we negleft them, as we do 
the ilighter indifpoiitions of the body — ^which we 
think not worth treating feriottfly-*-4iad (b leave . 
them to liature. In good habits of the body, this 
may do, — and I would gladly believe, there are 
fucb good habits of the temper^-^-fuch a com- 
]dexional eafe and health of hearti as may often 
lave the patiitat much medicine. We are ftill 
to confider — that, however fuch good frames of 
mind are got— they are worth prcferving by all 
xoles; patience and comentment^ — ^wl^ichy like 
the treafiire hid in the field, for which a msui 
fold all he had to purchafe, is of that price, that 
it cannot be had at too great a purchaie^ fince^ 
without it) the beft condition in life cannot make 
lis happy,— <ind with it, it is impoffihie we 
fliould be mifcrable, even in the worft. Give me 
leave, therefore, to clofe this difcourfe with fomc 
fefle^ions upon the fubje£): of a contented mind, 
and the duty in man of regulating his fpirit, in 
our way through life } — a fubje£l; in every body's 

mouth— 
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inouth — preached upon daily to our friends and 
kindred — but too oft in fuch a ftyle, as to con- 
vince the party le£hir«d» only of this trutfaj — That 
we bear the misfortim^ isf othen with ezdeUent 

tranquillity. 

I believe there are thoufands fo extravagant in 
their ideas of contentment^ as to imagine that it 
muft oonfift in having every thing in this world 
turn out the way they wifh — that they are to fit 
down in happinefs, and feel themfelves fo at eafe 
at all points, as to defire nothing better and no- 
thing more. I own there ai« inftances of feme, 
who feem to pafs through the world as if all 
their paths had been ftrewed with rofe-buds of 
delights 'j but a little experience will convince us^ 
^ a fatal expo£hitioir to go upon. We are bora 
to trouble ; and we may depend upon it, whilft 
we live in this world, we lhall have it, though 
with intermiffions, — that is, in whatever ftate we 
are, weihali find a mixture ot good and evil ;^ asnd. 
thereforcj the true way to contentment', is' to 
know to receive thefe certain viciflitudes-of life, — 
tiie returns of good and evil,, ib as neither to be, 
exalted by the one, or overthrown hf the other; 
but to bear onrfelves towards every thing which 
• happens, with fuch eafe and indifference of mind, 
as to hazard as little as may be. This is the • 
true^ temperate climate fitted for us by natare, 
and in which' every wife man would wim to live. 
God knows, we are perpetually ftraying out of . 
it) and by giving wings to our imaginations, in 
the tranfports we dream o^ froiti fuch or fiich a 
fitoation in life, we are carried away, alternately 
into all the extremes of hot and cold, for which, 
as wc are neither fitted by nature, or prepared by 

y a • expe£latiqa^ 
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txpedation^ we feel them with all their Tiotence^ 

suid with all their danger too. 

G0P9 for wife reafons, has made our aiFairs 
in this world almoft as fickle ,and capricious as 
ourfelves. Pain and pleafure, like. light and 
darknefs, fucceed each other ; and he that knows 
how to accommodate hihifelf to their periodical 
retumSf and can wifely extra£l the good from the 
etil, — ^knows only how to live this is true con- 
tentjfnent, at leaft all that is to be had of it in this ' 
world, and for this every man muft be indebted^ 
not to his fortune, but to himfelf. And, indec^^ 
it would have been ftrange, if a duty fo becomings 
us, as dependent creatnres — and fo neceflary^ 
befides, to all our well-beings, had been placed out 
.of the reach of any, in fome meafure, to put in. 
ppa£kice— and for this reafon, there is.fearire any 
lot fo low, but there is fomething in it to fatisfy 
the man whom it has befallen ; providence having 
fo ordered things, that, in. every man's cup^ how 
bitter foever, there are fome cordial drops — fome 
good circumftances, which, if wifely extraAed^ 
are fufficient for the purpofe he wants them,— ► 
that is^ .to make'bipi contented, and, if not hap- 
py, at leaft refigned. May God blefe us all with 
this fpirit, for the. fake of Jesus ChrxsTi^ 

Amen. 

• • • 

% % * 

* ■ ■ ' • 
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2 Samuel xix. 21. iftPart. - 

JBut Abifijai Juidp Shall not Skitmi be put to dmti 



* 

•I— T T has not a good a^ft — This Is the fecond 
. X time Abifliai has propofed Shimei's deftruc- 
tion ; once in the i6th chapter, on a fudden tran- 
Iport of indignation, when Shimei curfed David, 
— JVhy Jhould this dead dog^ cried Ahijhai^ .curfe 
my lard the king f kt me go wir^ I pray tbeifand 
«i* aj^ his Aftfrf."— This had fomething at leaft 
of gallantry in it ; for in doing it, he hazarded his 
own ; and beiides, the offender was not otherwife 
to be come at : the fecon4 time^ is in the text } 
.when the offender was abfolutely in their power 
— -when the blood was cool ; and the fuppliant 
was holding up. his bands for mercy. 
V —-Shall not Shimeif aniwered Abifhai, be put 
to death for this ? So unrelenting a purfuit lookt 
lefs like juftice than, revenge, which is fo cowardly 
a paffion^ that it renders Abifhai's firft inftance al- 
moft. inconfiilent with the fecond. f ihali not 
cspdeavour to reconcile thesi; but confine the 

difcourfc 
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difcourfe fimply to Shimei ; and make fuch re- 
ile£lions upon his chara^er as may be of ufe ta 
fociety. 

Upon the news of his fon Abfalom's confpiracy, 
David had fled from Jerufalem, and from his own 
houfe^ for fafety : the reprefentation given of the 
manner of it^ is truly afieding never was ar 
fcene of forrow fo full of diftrefs ! ' * 

The king fled with all his houfhold to fave him- 
felf from the fword of the man he loved : he fled, 
with all the marks of humble ibcrow—- " with his 

head covered and barrfoot and as he went hy 
the afcent of mount (Jlivet, the facred hiftorian 
fays he wept — fome gladfomp fcenes, perhaps,, 
wnich there had pafsM— fome hour6 of feftivity 
*he had (hared with Abfalom in better days, prel- 
fed tenderly upon nature, — he wept at this fad 
viciffitude of things -and all the people that 
were with him, fmitten with his afflifidon, cn^oet^d- 

each man his head — sweeping as he went up. 

It was on this occafion, when David had got 
to Bahurim, that Shimei the fon of Gera, as we* 
tead in the 5tli Terfe, eame out was it with the; 
choiceft oils he could gather from mount Olivet, 
to pour into his wounds ? — ^Tiraes and troubles- 
had not done enough ; and thou cameft out, Shi«^. 
mei^ to add thy portion-— 

*• And as he came^ he curfcd Davldy and threiv: 
Jiones and cqft dull at him ; and thus faid Shimei^. 
when he curfed: Go to^ thou man of Belial^ 
^ thim hajl fought bhadj-^-^nd behold thou art caught: 
in thy own mifchief ; for now hath the Lord r^- 
turned upon thee all the. blood of Saul and his 
boufe:' 

TTicrt- 



4f 
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Ther^ i» no fiuall degree of malidottfi craft in 
Sxing upon a feafon to give a mark of enmity and 

ill-will : ^ word, a look, which at one time 

would make no impreffion at another time 

ivpunda the heart ; and, like a lhait flying with ' 

' i£e wind, pierces deep, which, with its own na* 
tural force, would fcarce have reached the objc£t 

# aimed at. 

Thia feemed to have been Shimei's hq>e8 ^ but 
•excefs of malice makes men too quick-fighted 

even for their own purpofe. Could Shimei pof- 
fibly have waited for the ebb of David's paflions, 
and till the firft great confli£fc within him bad been 
over — then the reproach of being guilty of Saul's 
blood muft have hurt him — ^his neart was poflef- . 
fed with other feelings — it bled for the deadly fiing 
3»rhiqh Abfalom had given him— he felt not the . 
indignity of a ftranger— Behold^ my fon Abfalom^ 
nvho came out of my bowels y feeketh my life— 
how much more may Shimei do it ?—4et him alone s 
H may be the Lord fhay look upon my affliSiony 
and requite me good far this evil** 
An injury unanfwered, in courfe, grows weary 
^f itfelff and dies away in a voluntary remorfe. 

In bad difpolitions, capable of no reftraint but 
fear — it has a different effeft — the filent digeftion 
of one wrong, .provokes a fecond. He purfues 
him with the fame inventive ; and as David and 
bis men fuent by the ivay^ Shimei went along on tb^ 
hi IPs ftde over againfl him; and ciirjcd as he went^ 
and cajl duji at him. 

Tbeinfolence of bafe minds in fuccefs^ isboundr 
lefs ; and would Icarce admit of a comparifon, 

did not they themfelves furnifh us with one in the 
^icgrees of their abjedion when evil returns upon 

than-<^the fame poor heart wUch excites unge* 

nerou^ 
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tieious tempers to triumph OFer a tHUm adver&nr{ 
in (bme inftances feeme to exalt them above tne 

point of courage, finks them in others even beloMT 
cowardice. Not unlike fome little particles of 
matter ftruck oflF from the fiiiface of the dirt fay 
funfliine— dance and fport there whilft it lafts^ 
but the moment 'tis withdrawn — they fall down 
—for duft thev arc — and unto duft they will re-» 

- turn — whilft nrmer and larger bodies preferre the 
ilations vAiich nature has amgned them, fubje£):ed 
to laws which no change of weather can alter. 

This lad, did not fcem to be Shixnci's oUc; in 
all David's profperity^ .there is no mention made 
of him — ^he thruft himfelf forward into the circle, 
and poilibly was numbered amongfl friends and 

. well-wiftiers. 

When the fcene changes, and David's troubled 
force him to leave his houfe in defpair— Shimei is 
the ikft man we hear of, who comes out againft 
him. 

. The. wheel turns round onee more ; Abfalom 

is caft down, and David returns in peace — Shimei 
fuits bis behaviour to the occafion, and is the firft 
man alio who hades to greet him-^and had the 
wheel turnM round an hundred times, Shimei, I 
dare fay, in every period of its flotation, would 
have been uppermoft. 

O Shimei ! would to heaven when thou waft 
Sain, that all thy family had been flain with thee i 
and not one of thy refemblanoe left ? but ye have 
multiplied exceedingly and replcnifhed the earth ; 
and if I prophefy rightly — Ye will in the end 
fubdue it. 

There is not a charafter in the world, which 

has fo bad an i-iifluence upon the affairs of it, as 

this of Shimei ; whilit [tower naeets with honeft 

checks^ 
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clieclcs, aiid the evils of life with honeft refu^re, 
the world will never be undone ; but thou Shi^ 
mci, haft Tapped it at both extremes; for thou 
corruptedft profperity— and *tis tbou who haft bro* 
ken the heart of |>overty : and To long as worth- 
lefs fpirits, can be ambitious ones, 'tis a charac- 
ter we fliail never want. 01 it rnfefts the court 

' «^the camp— the cabiIle^-^t iufefts the church^ 
go where you Will — in every quarter, in every 
profcfiion, you fee a Shimci following the wheels 
of the fortunate, through thick mire aud clay.-— 
— Hafte, Shimei! — ^afte; or thou wilt be 

undone for ever — Shiniei girdeth up his loins and 
fpeeddth after him — behold the hand which go- 
verns every thing,- — takes the wheels from off 
his chariot, fo ^at he who drivetfa^ driveth on 
heavily — Shimet doubles his fpeed — ^but *tis the 
contrary way 5 he flies like the wind o'er a fandy 
defart, and the place thereof ihall .know it no 
jnore~— ftay, Shimei ! 'tis jour patron-'-^your 

"firiend — ^your bencta€lor 5— '*tw the man who has 
raifed you from the dunghill- — 'tis all one to Shi* 
aiei; bhimei is the barometer of every man's ' 
fortune ; marks the rife and fall of it, with all 
the variations fronfi fcorching hot to freezing 
cold upon his countenance, that the fimile will 
srdniit of. Is a cloud upon thy affairs ?— fee-*-it 
bangs over Shimei's brow-— haft tioit bem fpokett 
for to the king or the captain of the hoft without 
fuccefs ? look not into the court-kalendar — the- 
vacancy is filled up in Shimei's face*— art thou in 
debt ? tho' not to Shimei — Ho matter^he worft ' 
officer of the law (hall not be more infolent. 
. What then, Shimei — is the guilt of poverty fo 
black — is it of fo general a concern, that thou 
smd all thy family muft rife up as oHe man to rt^ 
, Vol. IV, X proach 
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preach it ? — when it loft every thing — did it lofe 
the right to pity too ? or did he, who maketh poor 
as well as maketh rich, (trip it of its natural pwers 
to mollify the hearts and ftipple the temper of your 
race ? Trufl: me, ye have much to anfwer for; it is 
this treatment which it has ever met with from 
J|urits like yours, which has gradually taught tho 
world 4o look upon it as the greateft of evils, and 
ftun it as the wiorft difgrace — and what is it, I be- 
feech you — what is it that man will not do, to 
keep clear of fo fore an imputation and punifh^ 
mwVi is it not, t^ fly from this, that 6e nfes^ earty 
'^late takes refl ; and eats the bread of carefulnefs 
— that he plots — contrives — ^fwears — lies — ^fhuf- 
Acs— :put8 on all Ihapes-^-tries all garments,-—— 
vears tbem^ with this, « that fide antwar d 
Juft as it favours his efcape. 

They who have confidered our nature, ajffirm,' 
that (hame and difgracc are two of the moft in** 
fopportftble iCvUs ;el human life \ the courage and 
fpirits of miny have maftered other misfortunes, 
and born themfclves up againft them j but the 
wifeft and heft of fouls havt not been a match 
for thefe ; and we have many a tragicai ifiihtnire 
on* record, what greater ^vils have been run into^- 
merely to avoid this one. 

Without this tax of infamy, poverty, with all 
the burdens it hys upon our fle{b«-^o long as it is* 
virtuous, eould never break the (pirfes of a man ; 
all its hunger, and pain and nakednefs, are no- 
thing to it, they have fome counterpoife of good 
and fcefides the^ sure dire^ed by providence, and 
muft be fubmitted to : but th^ are affli^ions^ 
not from the hand of God, or nature— — fi^ 

they do iQme forth of the DXJ ST, and moft pro- 
■J perly ^may bc fij^d. $o J^^g Pfft ^ /A^^ROUKD i- 

[f.and 
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and this is the feafon they lay fach ftreft upon 
our patience, — and, iii the end, create fuch a' 

diilrull of the world, as makes us look up — 
and pray^ Let me J'all into thy, handsy O God 
kut lit me tt&t fall tnto the hands of men*** 
Agreeable to this was the advice of Eliphaz to * 

Job in the day of his diitrefs " acquaint ihy^ 

felf^ faid he, now ivlth Gi?rf."— Indeed his po- 
verty feemed to have kft him no other: the fwords 
of the Sabeans had f lightened them away— all* 
but a few friends; and of what kind they were, 
the very proverb, of foos comforters— id^^^ euougiu 
It is an initance which gives one great cbncera 
for human nature, " That a rnm^ nvbo ahi^ays' 
iv^pt for him who was in trouble ; — ivho never 
^' fa'w any pcrijh for want of cl{4hing- — who ricvtr 
^ fuffered the fir anger to lodge in the Jtrcet^iut 
cpentut his door to the trai)eller :^that ^ man of 
fo good a Qii^i(^.t\j^X'^*->^that h^ nev^r caufcd" 
the eyes of the widow to faily— — ^or ].\ui eaie^^, 
his tmrfel by himf$lf akne^ and the ffUberlefs 
^ had not eaten /Ai^iv^/';"— — that fuch«a man^. 
the moment he fell into poverty, fliould have oc^ 
jeaGon to cry out for quarter, — ^^Have mercy upon 
O my piends^ for the hand of God bos touch* 
^ M^*-~«*^Gent}enefs and humanity, (one would 
think) would melt the hardcfl he^irt,. and eharin 
the licrccft fpiritj.bind up the moll violent 
hand, . attd Aili the nioft abufive tongue but the 
experiment failed in «a ftronger' inilance of him, 
whofe meat and drink it was to do us good \ and 
iu purfuit of w hicli, whofe whole life was a coiv- 
tinued fcene of kindnefti and, of infuUs, for which 
live muft go back to 'the fame explanation with 
whieh we fet out,— auii that i^^ the fcandal of 
Rgverty.— * . 

X 2* • « This 
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Tits fel/ow^ Hve know not whence *be ii^^-^ 

•was the popular cry of one part; and with thole 
who feemed to know better, the qucre did not 
leilbn the difgrace : — Is not this the carpenter, the 
fon of Mary i—oi Mary h — great Goi> af Ifraef! 
What !-^f the meaneft of thy people ? [for he 
had not rcgtirdcd the loiv ejlaie of his hand-maiden) 
-T^and of the pooreft too ! (for fhe had not a lamb 
to ofiToc, but was purified as Mofes directed in fuch 
a cafe, by the oblation of a turtle dove.): — 

That the Saviour of their nation could be 
poor, and not have where to lay his head,— 'Was 
a crime never to be forgiven-: and tbo' the puri<- 
ty of his doftrine, and the works which he had 
tioiie in its fupport, were ftronger arguments on 
it&fide, than his humiliation could be againlLit,-^ 
yet the offence ftill remained ; — they looked lor 
the redemption of Ifrael \ but they would have 
it only in thofe dreams of power whicbfUlejd their 
imagiuatiovK — 
• Ye who weigh the worth of all things only in 

the goldfmith^s balance, ►was this religion for* 

you ? — a religion whofe appearance was not great 
a!id fplcndid, — 4}Ut looked thin and meagre, and 
whofe principles aad promifes fliewed more like 
the curfes of the law, than its bleflings !•— for they 
called for fufferings, and ^-oniifed little but pei'« 
fecutions. 

In truth, it is not eafy for tribulation or diftrefSf^ 

for nakednefs or famine, to make many converts* 
out of pride \ or reconcile a worldly heart to the 
fcora and reproac;hes, which were fure to be the 
portion of every one who believed a myftery fo 
difcredited by the world, and fo unpalatable to- all 
its paffioos and pleafuies.. 

^ . But 
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But to bring this fermon to its proper conclu-- _ 
tton. 

' If Aftrea or Juftice never -finally took her leave 

of the world, till the day that poverty firft be- 
came ridiculous, it is matter of confolation, that 
»the God of Juftice is ever over us: — that what- 
ever outrages the lownefs of our conditien may be ' 
expofed to, from a mean and undifcerning world, . 
— that we walk in the prefence of the greateft , 
and moll generous of Beings, who is infinitely 
removed from crudcy and ftraitnefsof miml) and2 
sdl thofe little and illiberal paflions, with which* ' 
we hourly infult each other. 

The worft part of manidnd^ are not always to*» 
Be conquered— but if they are-^'tis by the imita-* - 
tion of thefe qualities which muft do it : — 'tis true 
— as I've ihewn — they may fail ; but ftill all is • 
not loftj— for if we conquer not the world— in 
the very attempts to do it, , we fhtll at leaft -con- * 
quer ourfelves, and lay the foundation of our* 
peace (where it ought to be) within our owiu. 
hearts*. 
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The Cafe of Hezeki ah and tlia 

MSSS£NGER.S.. 
^reached before his Excellency the Earl of 
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And he faid^ What have they feen in thine houfe ! 
and Hezektab anfwered^ All tie things that are 
in my hbufe^ have they feen; there is nefhing 

an 1011^ all /wji treafura that 1 kav^ not Jhewn 
them*. 



A 



ND ^vhere was the harna, youll fay, in 
all this? 

An eaftern prince, the Ton of Baladine, had 

fent meffengers tvith prefents as far as from Ba- 
bylon, to congratulate Hezekiah upon the reco- 
very from his ficknefs , and Hezekiah, who was 
Z good prince, zGttd confidently with himfeif: 
be received and entertained the men and heartened 
unto them; and before he fent them away, he 
courteoufly (hewed them all that was worth a 
ftranger's curiolity, in his houfe, and in his king* 
dom,— --^nd in this, feemed only to Bave difc 
charged himfeif of what urbanity, or the etiquette 

q£ courts might rec^uire^ Notwitbftanding this, 

in 
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in the verfe which immediately follows the lext^ 
we find he had done amifs ; and as a punifhment 

for it, that all his riches, which his forefathers 
had laid up in ftore unto that day, were threat- 
ened to be carried away in tsiumph to Babylon^, 
the. very place from whence thr mdfcngera* 
had come- 

A hard return ! and what his behaviour does 
not feem to have deferved. To fet this matter in 
a clear light, it will be neceflary to enlarge upon 

the whole ftory, — the reflexions which will arife 
out of it, as we go along, may help us — at leaft,. 
I hope they will he of ufe on their own account, 
^ After the miraculous- defeat of the Aflyrians^. 
we read in the beginning of this chapter, that 
Hezekiah was fick even unto death ; and that/^ 
God fends the prophet Ifaiah, with the unwell- 
cometfieffage, That he Jfjould fet his houfe in order ^ 
Jfir that he JJjould dicj mtd not live. 

There are many inilances of men, who have* 
leceived fucbnews with the greatcft cafe of rhlnd^, 
and evoB entertained the thoughts of it with fmiles: 
• upon their countenances, — and this, either from 
ftrength of fpiriLs, and the natural checrfulnefs of 
their temper, — or that they knew the world,--^ 
and caced not for it,-^r expend a better : — ^yefc* 
thoufands of good men, with all the helps of 
ghilofophy, and againft all the afTuranccs of a 
'Well i^ent life,, that the change mufl be to their 
* acedunt,~— upon the approach of death, have ilill' 
leaned to\v«irds this world, and wanted fplrits and 
refolution to bear the ftiock of a fcparation from 
. ii for ever. 

This, in £ome meafure, feemed to have been- 
Hezekiah's cafe ; for tho* he had walked before 
Go J? in truth, and with a perfeil heart, and^ 
* ' had 
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had done that which was good in his fight, — yet 
we find that the hafty fummons afHi^ed him 
greatly,— —that upon the delivery of the roeffagc, 

he wept fore; that he turned his face towards 

the wall, — perh;ips for the greater fecrecy of his 
'devotion, and <hat, by withdrawing himfclf thus 
from all external objedVs, he might ofFer up his. 
prayer unto his GoD, with greater and more fer- 
vent attention. 

. And he prayed, and faid, O Lord! I be- 

fecch thee remember — O Hezekiah ! How eouldft 
thou fear that God had forgotten thee? or, How 
jcouldft thou doubt of his remembrance of thy in- 
tegrity, vihcn be called thee to receive its recom* 
pcncer 

But here It appears of what materials man is 
ma<le: he purfucs happinefb and yet is fo con- 
tent with mifery, that he would wander for ever 
in this dark vale of it~and fay, It is good^ 
Lord ! to be hcrej and to build tabernacles cf rejl 
and fo long as we are clothed with flefli, and 
nature has fo great a fliare witliin us, it is no 
wonder if that part claims its right, and pleads 
for the fwecrnefs of life, notwithftanding all its^ 
care and difappointments. 

This natural weaknefs^ no doubt, had its weight 
In Hezektah's eameft prayer for life: and yet, 
from the fucccfs it met with, and the immediate 
change of God's purpofe thereupon, it is hard to 
imagine, but that it mull have been accompanied 
with fome meritorious and ipore generous motive r 
and if we fuppofe, as fome have done, that he 
turned his face towards the wall, becaufe that part 
of, his chamber looked towards the temple, the' 
care of wbc^e prefervation lay next his heart, we. 
may confidently enough give this fenfe to his 
prayer. - ' 

«OGod! 
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O GodI remember how I fcavc walked W 

fore thee in truth how much 1 have done 

to refcue ^hy religion from error and falfhood ; 

^thou knoweft that the eyes of the world 

are fixed upon me, as one that hath forfaken 

^« their idolatry, and reftored thy worfhip - 
that I ftand in the midft of a crooked and cor- 
rupt generation, which looks thro' all my adi- 
ons, and watches all events which happen to 
me: if now they fliall fee me fnatched away, 
in the midft of my dap and fervice, how will 
thy great name fuflPer m my extindion ? Will 
not the heathen fay, Thus it is to ferve the God 

" of Ifrael! — How faithfully did Hezekiah walk 
before him? — ^What enemies did he bring upon 
himfelf, in too warmly promoting his worlhip? 
and now, when the hour of fickneTs and di- 

" ftrefs came upon him, and he moft wanted the 
aid of his God — ^behold how he was forfa- 

« ken^' 

It is not unreafonaUe, to afcribe fome fuch 

pious and more difinterefted motive toHezekiah's 
defire of life, from the iffue and fuccefs of his 
prayer:— /or it canie to pafs^ before Ifniah had gone 
cut into the middle court y that we ivord of the Lord 
tame to h'lmy fay'vT^^ TiirJi agaifiy and tell HiZc'hahy 
I have heard his prayer^ l lmve J^en his tears^ and 
behold J will heaLkifn. 

It was upon this occafion, as we read in the 
lath verfe of this chapter, that Baradock-baladan, 
fon of Baladine king of Babylon, fent letters and 
a prefent unto Hezekiah: he had heard the fame 
of his ficknefs and recovery, for aS the Chal-- 
deans were great fearc+iers into the fecrets of na- 
ture, efpecially into the motions of the celeftial 
bodieSy in all probability they had taken notice at 
4 . that 
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that diftance, of the ftrange appearance of the 
fhadow's returning ten degrees backwards upon 
(heir dials^ and had .inquired and learned upon 
what account, and in whofe favour fuch a fign 
was given i fp that this aftronomical raiiacle, be- 
fides ihe political motive which it would fuggeft, 
of courting fuch a favourite of heaven, had been 
fufficient by itfelf, to have led a curious peof le as 
fajr as Jerufalem, that they might fee the man 
for whc^e fake the fun had forfook his courfe. 

And here we fee how hard it is to ftand the 
fliock of profperity, — ^and how much tn:cr a proof, 
we give of our ftrcngth in that extreme of life, 
than in the other. 

In all the trials of adverfity, we find that Hc- 
zekiah behaved well, — nothing unmanned him ; 
when bcfieged by the, Afl'yrian hofl, which Ciut 
him up in Jerufalem, and tbreaten'd his dcilruc* 
tion, — he ftood unfliaken, and depended upon 
GoD^s fuccour. When cafl down upon his bed 
of ficknefs, and threatened with death, he meekly 
turn'd his face towards the wall, wept and pray'd, 
*nd depended upon God's mercy: but no foon* . 
cr does profperiiy return upon him, itnd the mef- 
fengers from a far country, come to pay the flat* 
tering hoihage due to his ^reatnefs, and the ex- 
> traordinary felicity of his life, but he turns giddy, 
and finks under the \vei^i;ht of his good fortune, 
i^d, with a tranfix)rt unbecoming a wife man 
upon it, 'tis &id, be hearken'd unto the men, 
and fliew*d them all the houfe of his 'precious 
things, the filver and ihi gofd, the fpices and 
the precious ointments, and all the houfe of his 
armour, and all that was found in his trearure$| 
that there was nothing in his houfe, nor in his 
dominions, that Ilci^ekiah fncw'd them not: 

Vol. IV. Y for 
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for tho' it is not exprefly faid here (the* it 
is in the parallel paflage in Chronicles) nor is 

he charged by the prophet, that he did this out 
of vanity and a weak tranfport of oftentation ; — 

iet as we are f^re^* God could not be ofFended 
ut wheFe there was a real crime^ we might rea- 
fonably conclude that this was his, and that he, 
Avho fearches into the heart of man, beheld that 
his was corrupted with the bleflings he had given 
him \ and that it was juft to make what was the 
occafion of his pride, become the inftrument of 
his punifliment, by decreeing, that all the riches 
he had laid up in ilore until that day^ fhould be 
carried away in' triumph to Babylon^ the very 
place from whence the meflengers had come who 
had been eye-witncfles of his folly. 

" O Hczekiah ! How couldll thou provoke 
« God to bring this judgment upon thee! How 
could thy fpirit, all meek and gentle as it was, 
" have ever fallen into this fnare? Were thy 
treafures rich as the earth-— What! was thy 
t< heart to vain as to be lifted up therewith? 
Was not all that was valuable in the world-^ 
nay, was not heaven itfclf almoft at thy com- 
" mand, whilft thou waft humble? and, how was 
it, that thou couldft barter away all this, for 
what was lighter than a bubble, and defecrate 
*^an aclion fo full of courtefy and kiiidncfs as 
*^ thine appeared to be, by fuflering it to take its 
rife from fo polluted a lountain ^ 
. There' is fcarce any thing which the heart more 
unwillingly bearvS, than an analyfis of this kind. 

We are a ftrangc compound ; .and lomcthing 
foreign from what charity wouM fuiped, fo eter* 
nally twifts itielf into what v^ e do, that not on- 
ly ia mQinciUgus concerns, where iatercft lifts 
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under it all the powers of difguife, — but even in 
the moft indifferent of our actions, — not worth a 
fallacy — ^by force of habit^ we continue it : fo 
that whatever a man is about,— obferve him, — he 
ftands armM Infide and out with two motives ; tin 
oilenfible one for the world, and another which 
he referves for his own private ufe ; — ^this, you 
may fay, the world has no concern with : it might 
have been fo ; but by obiruding the wrong mo- 
tive upon the world, and Healing from it a cha- 
ra&er, inftead of winning one^ — ^we give it a 
right and a temptation along with it^ to inquire 
into the affair. 

The motives of the one for doing it, are often 
little better than the other for defer ving it* Let 
us fee if fome focial virtue may not be extrafted 
from the errors of both the one and the other. 

Vanity bids all her fons to be generous and 
brave,— and her daughters to be ehalle and cour- 
teous. — ^But why do we want her inftruftions ? — 
Afk the comedian, who is taught a part he feels 
not. — 

* Is it that the principlesof religion want ftrength, 
or that the real paflion for what is good and wor- 
thy, will not carry us high enough — ; God ! 

thou knoweft they carry us too high we want 
not to 3^— -but to feem^ 

l^ook out of your door, ^take notice of that 

Iprian : fee what difquieting, intriguing and iliitt- 
ing, he is content to go through, merely to be 
thought a man of plain dealing ; t hree grains 
oif honefty would fave hirii all this trouble ; > ■ 
alas ! he has them not. 

Behold a fecond, under a fhew of piety hiding 
the impurities of a debauched life : — ^he is jult 
entering the houfe of God:— —would he 
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was more pure — or lefs pious : — ^but then he could 
not gain his point. 

Obfenre a third going on almoft in the fame 
track, ^with what an inflexible fanftity of de- 
portment, he fuftains himfelf as he advances : — 
every line in his face writes abftinence j— every 
ftride looks like a chegk upon his defires : fee» I 
befeech you, how he is cloak'd up with fermons, 
prayers and facraments ; and fo bemufiled with 
the externals of religioni that he has not a hand 
to fpare for a worldly purpofe ;— 4]e has armour 
at leaft — ^Why does he put it on ? Is there no 
fcrving Gon without all this ? Muft the garb of 
religion be extended fo wide to the danger of its 
rending ? — ^Yes truly, or It will not bide the fc- 
cret — and, What is that ? 

— 7— Thiit the faipt has no religion at all. 

^But here comes Generosity J giving—, 

not to a decayed apft— ^ut to the arts and fci-« 
ences themfelves.— See, — he btalds not a cham^ 
bcr in the ivall apart for the propket^s but whole 
fchools and colleges for thofe who^come after. 
iiORD ! how they will magnify his name l~^tis 
in capitals alreatly; the firft~— the higheft, in 
the gilded rent-roll of every hofpital and afylum— * 

— One honeft tear (hed in private over the un- 
fortiinate^ is worth it all* 

What a problematic fet of creatures does fimu- 
lalion make us ! Who would divine that all that^ 
-anxiety and concern fo vifible in the airs of <me 
half ot that great aflembly fhould arife from no* 
thing elfe, but that the otner half of it may think 
them to be men of confequence, penetration, 
parts and conduft ? — ^What a noife amongft the 
claimants about it I Behold HumUity^ out of mere 
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pride,— and Honejiy^ almoil out of knavery , 
Chajiity^ never once* in harm's way, — ^and C^- 
rage^ like a Spaniih foldier upon an Italian llage 
—a bladder full of wind.— 

— Hark ! that — the found of that trumpet,—- 
let not my foldier run,— tis fome good Chriftian 
giving alms. O, Pitt ! thou gentleft of hu- 
man paffions ! foft and tender are thy notes, and ^ 
ill accord they with fo loud an inftrument. 

Thus fomething jars, and will for ever jar in 
thefe cafes : impomire is all diflbnance, let what 
mailer foever of it undertake the part ; Jet him 
harmonize and modulate it as he may, one tone 
will contradid): another ; and whilft we have eara 
to. hear, we (hall diftinguifh it : 'tis truth only 
which is confiftent and ever in harmony with it- 
felf : it fits upon our lips, like the natural notes 
of fome melodies, ready to drop out, whether 
we will or no \ it racks no invention to let ourfel ves 
alone, — and needs fear no critic, to have the fame 
excellency in the heart which appears in the action. 

It is a pleafinff alluKion the fcripture makes ufe 
of, in calling us lometimes a houfe, and fomerimes 
a temple, according to the n^ore or Icfs exalted - 
qualities of the Ipiritual gucil which . is lodged 
within us : whether this is the precife ground of 
the diftinftion, I will not affirm ; but thus much 
may be faiil, that, if we are to be temples, 'tis 
^truth and fmglenefs ot heart 'vhich muft make 
, the dedication : 'tis this .which muft firft diftin- 
gttifh them from the unhallowed pile, where 
dirty tricks and impor.lioiib are pracAifcd by ilic 
holt upon the travelic:r, who tarries but for a mo- 
ment, and returns not again. 

We all take notice, how clofe and refcrved 
people arc ; but we do not take noiicc at the fame 

Y 3 ' time. 
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time^ that every one may have fomething tB- 
conceal, as well as ourfelves ; and that we are only 

marking the diftances, and taking the meafures of 
felfrdefence from each other, in the very inflances 
we* complain of: this is fo true, that there is 
Tcarce any character fo rare, as a man of a real 

open and generous integrity, who carries his 

heart in his hand, — who lays the thing he thinks | . 
and does the thing he pretends. Tbo^ no one can 
diflike the charaScr,— yet, Difcretion generally 
ihakcs her head, — and the world foon lets him 
into the reafon. 

O that I had iff' the wtdernefs a M^mg af 
^way-faring men ! that I might leave ftkh a people^ 
and go from thetn,^^ Where is the man of a nice 
fenfe of truth and ftrong feelings, from whom 
the duplicity of the world, has not at one time or 
other wrung the fame wHh ? and where lies the 
Avildernefs to which fome one has not fled, iiovch 
the fame melancholy impulfe ? 
• Thys much for thofe who give occafion to be 
thought' ill of :-^let us fay a word or two unto* 
thofe who take it. 

' But to avoid all common-place cant, as much 
as I can on this head,^ — will forbear to/iay, be- 
eaufe I do not think it,— that ^tis a breach of 

Chrillian charity to think or fpeak evil of our 
.neighbour^ i^c^ • 

— ^We cannot avpid it r ouropinkmsmuft follow 
the evidence ; and we are perpetually in fucfc 
engagements and fituations, that 'tis our duties to 
fpeak what our opinions are — ^but God forbid, 
that this ever flioukl be-done, but from its beft 
motive~the fi^ie of what is due to virtue, go» 
verned by ^lifcretion and ihe utmod fellow-feelingj 
wei:e we to go od gcherwiie, bcginukig with the 
^ greafe 
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great bmad cloak of hypocrify, and fo down 

through all its little trimmings and facings, tear- 
ing away without mercy all that looked feemly^ 

we ihould leave but a tattered world of it. 

But I confine what I htste to fay to a charafber 
Icfs equivocal, and which takes up too much room 
in the world : it is that of thofe, who, from a ge- 
neral diitruil of all that look» difintereiled^ finding 
nothing to blame in an a£tioh, and perhaps much 
to admire in it, — immediately fall foul upon its 
motives : Does Job ferve God for nought ? What 
a vile infinuation I — ^befides, the que^on was not> 
whether Job was a rich man or a poor man « 
- but, whether he was a man of integrity or no ? 
and the appearances were ftrong on his fide : in- 
deed it might have been otherwife ; it was poflible 
Job might be infincere, and the devil took advan* 
tage of the die for it. 

, It is a bad picture, and done by a terrible xnafter, 
and yet we are always copying it. Does a man 
• from real convi^^ion of lieart forfake his vices ?— 

the pofition is not to be allowed, — noj his vices 
have forfaken him. 

Does a pure virgin fear God and fay her pray« 
ers is in her clima^eric. 

Does humanity clothe and educate the unknown 
orphan ? — Poverty ! thou haft no genealogies : — 
fee ! is he not the father of the child ? Thus do 
we rob heroes of the beft part of their glory— <heir 
virtue. Tiike away the motive of the adt, you 
take away all that is worth having in it \ — wreft 
it to ungenerous ends, you load ihe virtuous man 
who did it, with infamy undo it all— I befecck 
you : give him back his honour, — reftorc the jewel 
you have taken from him, — icp^ace him iii the 

eye of the worl d i t is coo iate« 
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It is painful to utter the reproaches which 
ibould come in here. .1 will tni(t them with yojurr 
felves ; in coming from that quarter, they will 
more naturally produce fuch fruits as will not fet 
your teeth on edge — for they will be the fruits of 
love and good wUl^ to the praife of God and the 
happincfs of the world, which I wifli. 
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Judges xix. i, 2, 3. 



And it eame to pafs in thofe Jays, when there was 
no king in Ifrael, that there was a certain Levite 

fojourning on the ftde of Mount Ephrainiy luho took 
unto him a concubine.-^ 



— . A CONCUBINE !— but the text accounts 

XJL for It i for in thofe clays there ivas no king in 
Ifraelj and the Levite, you will fay, like every o- 
ther man in it^ did what was right in his own 
eyes, — and fo, you may add, did his concubihc 
too — for J]je played the whore againfl hlm^ and went 
&way\ 

— Then (hame and grief go with her, and 
wherever (lie feeks a fhekcr, may the hand of 

juitice fliut the door againd her. — 

Not fo J for fhe went unto her father's houfe in 
Bethlehem-judah, and was with him four whole 
months. Blefled interval for meditation upon the 
ficklenefs and vanity of this world, and its plea- 
sures 1 X fee the holy man upon his knees^ — with 
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hmds comprefled to his bofomi and with uplifted 
eyes, thanlcing heaven, that the oh\e(k which had 

fo long fliared his afFeftions, was fled. — 

The text gives a di^erent piflure of his fltua* 
tiomf far be arofi and tvent after her to Jpeak frieneU 
ly to foer^ and to hring her bach again^ having his fer-^ 

vant luith h 'lm^ and a couple of ajjes ; and Jhe 
brought him into her father's houfe s a/id when the 
father of the dafftfel Jaw him, he rejoiced to meet 
him*'^ 

— A moft fenti][pental ci^roup ! you'll fay : and 
fo it iS) my good commentator^ the world talks of 
every thing : give but the outUnes of a ftory, — 
let fpleen or prudery fnatch the pencil, and thcv 
will finilli it with fo many hard ftrokes, and witn 
fo dirty a colouring, that candour and courtefv viiU 
fit in torture as they look at it*—- Gentle and vir* 
tnous fpirits ! ye wno know not what it is to be 
rigid interpreters, but of your own failings, — to 
you, I addrefs myfeif^ the unhired advocates Sot 
the condufi of the milguided^^whence is tjL 
that the world is not more jealous of your office r 
Ho\^' oft^n^ muft ye repeat it, That fuch a 
one's doing fo or fo,** — ^is not fufficient evidence 
by itfelf to overthrow the accufed? That our 
anions ftand furrounded with a thoufand circunrw- 
fiances which do not prefent themfelves at firlt 
fjght ; — that the firft fprings and motives which 
impeU'd the unfortunate, lie deeper iliU ; — and 
that of the millions whicli every hour are ar- 
raigned, thoufands of them nir.y have 'erred 
merely from the head, and been ai^ually outwit- 
ted into evil f and even when from the heart,-— 
that the difficulties atid temptations under which 
llicy a£led, — the force of the paffions, the fiiit- 
abkncfs of the objc<^, and the many ilruggles 
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of virtue before flie fell, may be fo many appeals 
from juftice to the judgment-feat of pity. 

Here then let us ftop a moment^' and give th^ 
ftory of the Levite and his concubine a fecond 
hearing : like all others, much of it depends upon 
the telling i and as the fcripture . has left us no 
kind of comment upon it, 'm a ftory on which 
the heart cannot be at a lofs for what to fay, or 
the imagination for what to fuppofe the dan- 
ger is, humanity may fay too much* 
< ^nd it came to pafs in thoft days^ when there fvaf 
no Ung in Ifrael^ that a certmn Levite fojourniiig on 
the Jide of Mount Ephrmm^ took unto himfelf a con^ 
cubine. ■ 

' O Abraham, thou father of the faithful I if 
this was wrong, — ^why didft thou fet fo enfnarinff 
an example before the eyes of thy defcendant^f 
and, Y^hy did the God of Abraham, the God 
of Haac and Jacob, blefs fo often the feed of fuch 
intercourfes, and promife to multiply and make 
. princes come out of them ? ' ' 

God can difpenfe with his own laws \ and ac- 
cordingly, we find the holieft of the patriarchy 
and others in fcripture, wboTe hearts cleaved molt 
unto God, accommodating thcmfelves as well as 
they could to the difpenfation : that Abraham had 
Hagar ; that Jacob, befides his two wives Ra- 
chael and Leah, took alfo unto ktm Zilpah and 
Bilhah, from whom many of the tribes defcend- 
ed ; that David had feven wives and ten concu- 
'bines; Reheboam fixty ; and that, in whatever 
cafes if became reproachable, it (earned not fo 
much the thing itfelf, as the abufc of it, which 
made it fo : this was remarkable in that of Solo- 
mon, whofe cKcfe J^came aft infult upon the 
• - Vol/ IV. ^ Z privileges 
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privileges of mankind for, by the fame plan of 

luxury, which made it necefl'ary to have forty 
thoufand ftalls of horfes 5 he had unfortunately 
mifcalculated his other want3^ and fo had ie^ 
ven bundred wives> and three hundi^d cpncu* 
bines. 

• Wife — deluded man ! was it not that thou 
madeft fpme aQiends for thy bad practice, l^y thy 
good preaching, what had becQme. of thee t -' ■ 
three hundred — but let us turn afide, I befe^ch 
thee, from fo bad a flumbling-block. 

The JLevite bad but pne. The Hebfc^ '^0^4 
imports a woman a concubine, or a wife a con- 
cubine, to diftinguifh her from the more infa- 
mous fpecies, who came under the roofs of the 
licentious without principle. Our annotators tell 
USi that in Jewiib (jfcomndchrf thefe differed little 
from the wife, except in fome outward ceremo- 
nies and ftipulatious, but agreed with her in all 
the trve efle^ices of marriage, and gave them- 
felves up to the hufband, (for ip he .is call'd) 
with faith plighted^ wijth fentimentS| and M^ith af- 
fe£lion. % • • 

Such a one the Levite wanted to. fhare his ib« 
Httide^ and fiU up that unoomfoctable blank in die 
heart in fuch a fituation ; for, notwithftanding all 
we meet with in books, in many of which, no 
doubt) there are a good nian^ h^^dfome thin^^ 
iaid^upon th^ fweets of retirement^, ^c. • • . • 
Yet ftill, it is not good fir man to be alone 
nor can all which the told-hearted pedant ftuns 
cur ears with upon t^e fubjeft^ ever give one an-r 
fwer of iatisfa&ion to .the mind \ in the i^idft <tf 
the loudeft vauntings of philofophy, Natiure will 
have her, y eajrxuag$. for fpci^ty ^i^d ij^i^uf^ip* A 
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good heart wants feme obje^i to be kind to, and 
the beft parts of our blood, and the pureft of our 
fpirits fuffer moil under the deilitution* 

Let the torpid Monk feek heaven comfort4efs 
and alone — God fpeed him ! For my own part, 
I fear, I fiiould never fo find the way : let nie be 
wife and religious, but let me be Man : where* 
ever thy providence places me< or whatever be 
the road I take to get to thee, give me fbme com- 
panion in my journey, be it only to remark to, 
How our iliadows lengthen as the fun goes down \ 
to whom I may fay. How frefh is the face of na- 
ture ! How fweet tlie flowers of the field I How 

, delicious are thcfe fruitb ! 

Alas 1 with bitter herbs, like his palTovcr, diM 
the Levite eat them : for, as they thus walked the 
path of life together,' ihe wanfonly turned afide 
into another, and fled from him. 

It is the mild and quiet half of the world, who 
are generallv outraged and born down by the 

-other half oi it: but in this they have the ad- 
vantjige ; whatever be the fenfe of their wron(^9, 
that pride ftands not fo watchful a centintl over 
their forgtvenefs, as it does in the breafts of the 
fierce and froward : we ihould all of us, I be- 
lieve, be more for-riving than wc are, would the 
world but give us leave \ but it is apt to interpofe 
its ill offices in remiflions, efpecially of this kind; 
the truth is, it has its laws, to which the heart is 
not always a party ; and acls fo lil:c an unfeeling 
engine in all cafes without diftinclion, tliPt it rc- 
(juires all the firninefs of the moit fettled huma-^ 
hity to bear up againft it. 

Many a bitter conllict would the Levite have to 
fuftaia witli hioifelf, his concubine, and the fen* 
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timents of his tribe, upofi the wrong done him : 
jnach matter for pleading, and many an embar- 

rafling account on all fide$ : in a period of four 
-whole months, every paflion would take its em- 
pire by turns ; and in the ebbs and flows of the 
lefe unfriendly ones, Pitt would find fome mo^ 
raents to be heard, — Religion herfelf would not 
be filent, — Charity would have much to fay 
^nd thus attuned, every obje^l he beheld on the. 
borders of Mount Epbraimy-^very srot and grove 
he pafled by, would folicit the rccolTeftion o? for- 
mer kindnefs, and awaken an advocate in her be- 
half, more powerful than them all. 

I gran t I grant it all," he would cry^ 
'tis foul ! ^tis faithlefs I but, why is the door 
" of mercy to be Ihut for ever againft it ? and, 
why is it to be the only crime that the in* 
jured may not remit, or reaibn or imaginatioa 
^* pafs over without a fear ? Is it the blacked ? 
In what catalogue of human ofFences is it fo 
marked? Or, is it, that of all others, 'tis a 

" blow moft grievous to . be endured i ^the 

• heart cries out, It is fo : but let me aflc my own. 
What paflions are they which give edge and 
force to this weapon , which has ilruck me ? 
5^ and, whether it is not my own pride, as much 
*^ as my virtues; which at this moment excite 
the greatelt part of that intolerable anguifh in 
*^ the wound which I am laying to her charge B 

But, merciful heaven! was it otherwife, why is . 
y an unhappv creature* of thine to be perfecuted 
by me witli fo much cruel revenge and ran- 
corous defpite, as my firft tranfport called for ? 
" Have faults no exferiuations ? — ^Makes it no- 
" thing, that, when the trefpafs was commit-* 

ted. 
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^ ted, flie forfook the pannei*- of her guilt, and 

^ fled direcll)^ to her father's houfe ? And is 
there no diirerence betwixt one propenfely go- 

'^^ ing out of the road, and continuing there 
thrbugh deprafity of will, and a haplefs/w^n- 
derer ftrnying by delufion, and warily tread*- 
ing back her fteps ? — Sweet is the look of for- 
row for an offence, in a heart determined ne- 
'ver to commit it more ! — ^Upon that i^ltar onlyv 

^ could I offer up my wrongs. Cruel is* the 
puniihment which an ingenuous mind will 
take upon itfelf, from the remorfe of fo hard 
a' trefpafs againft me $ and if that will not ba« 
lance the account j uft God! let me for- 
give the reft. Mercy well becomes the heart 
of all thy creatures, but moft of thy fervant, 

«* a Levitc, who offers up fo many daily fa- 
crinces to thee, for the tranfgrcfEons of thy 

•* people. — 

— " But to little purpofe, he w6uld add, have 
I ferved at thy altar, Where my bufinefs' was* 

^ to fafe for mercy, had I no* learned to praftifc! 

Peace and happinefs reft upon the head and 
heart of eVery matr who cnn thus think. 

* So y^ardfiy and went \^er bef tl> J^eak frtendli 
to her^ in the original, *• to fpeak to her heart 
to apply to their former endearments, and to alkf 
bow (he cbuld be fd unkind to him> and fo very 
unlond to hcrfclf •? ' 

E\en the upbraidings of the quiet and relent- 
ing, are fweet : not like the ftrivings of. the fierce 
ind inexorable, who bite and devour all who 
have thwarted them in their way ; but they ate* 
calm and courteous, like the fpirit which watches 

- ' Z 3 over 
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oner their charader : How could fuch a temper 
vroo the damfel, and not bring her back ? or, 
could the father of the damfd^ in fuch a fcene^' 

haye a heart open to any impreffions, but thofc 
mentioned in the text ? That /when he faw him, 
be ref^etd to mtet him : urged his ftay from day • 
to day, with that moft irrefiftible of all in^ita)- 

tions, Comfort thy hearty and tarry all nighty and 
let thine heart be iiurry^ 

If Mercy and Truth thus met together in fettling 
this account, Lme would furel j be of the party : 
great — great is its power in cementing what has 
been broken, and wiping out wrongs even from 
the memory itfelf : and fo it was, for the Levite 
arofe up, and with him his cpncubine and hte^ 
fervant, and they departed. - ' 

It ferves no purpofe to purfue the ftory fur- 
ther ;* the cataftrophe is horrid^ and would lead 
us beyond, the partteular 'purpofe for which I - 
have, enlarged upon thus much of it, and that is, 
to difcrcdit rafh judgment, and illuftrate, from the. 
.manner of condu£Uag this drama^ the couctefy 
which the drmmaih perfotue of every otlier piece^ 
may have a right to* Almoft one half of our " 
time is fpent in telling and hearing evil of one 
pother y fome unfortunate knight is always up* 
ea» thia ftage^ and every hour brings forth fome* 
thing ftrange and terrible to fill up our, dticourfe 
and our aftonifliment, " How people can be fo 
fooiiih — ^and 'tis well if the compliment ends, 
there: lb that- there is not a* fecial virtue far 
which there is fo conftant a demand,— or confe«> 

quently, fo well worth cultivating, as that which 

Qppofes this unfriendly current : ^^many and ra- ^ 

f id^e the fpiiu^s wluch feed it, and various and 

fddden^ 
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^fttddeny Goo knows, are die gufts which render 
it anfafe to us in this fliort paflsige of oar \m£c : 

let us make the difcourfe as ferviceable as we can, 
hj tracing fome of the moil remarkable of them^ 
up to their fource. 

And firft, there is one miferaUe iniet^ifo this 
evil, and which, by the way, if ipeculation is 
fuppofed to precede prafticc, may have been de- 
rived, for aught I know, from fome- of our bu- 
fieft inquirars after nature,-^and that is^ when " 
with more zeal than knowledge, * we account for 
phenomena, before we are fure of their exiftence. 
— ii^ if not the manner of the Rqukuu to condemn 
4iny man to death (much kis to be martyred) (aid 
Feftus 'y—^nd doth our Imw judge any man before 
it hear hiniy and know nvhat he doth P cried Nico- 
^lemus ; and he that an/zvereth, or determineth 
a matter before he has oeard itf-^it is folly and a 
Jbame^unto him. W e ace generally in ftich a 
hafte to make our own decrees, that we pafs o- ' 
ver the juftice of thefe, and then the fcene is fo 
changed hj it, that 'tia pur folly only which is 
real, and tnat of the accuifed^ wmch is imagtna« 
ry : through too much precipitancy it will happen 
fo ; and then the jefl; is fpoUed» or we have criti* 

. cifed our own fliadow. 

A 'fecond way is, when the procefs goes on 
more orderly, and we begin with getting infor- 
mation, but do it from thofe fufpeiSted evidences^ 
agalnft whicji our Saviour warns us^ wben he 
bids us not to Judge acemrdikg to appearance :^ 

" -in truth, 'tis behind thefe, that moftof the things 
which blind human judgment ly concealed; and 
on the contrary, there are many things which ap-* 
pear to bcj which are no t . Cbr^ canu eating 

. • and 
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and drinking y'^eho/d a nvine'Jn^bber / he fat witfi 

finners ; he was their friend : ■■ in many cafea 
of which kind, 7 ruth ^ like a modeft matron, 
fcorns art, and diftiAins to prefs hcrfclf forwartti 
into the circle to be fecn -^-ground fufficieitt 
for Sufptciori to draw up the libel, for Malice to 
give the torture, or raih Judgment to ftart up 
and pafs a final fentence. 

' A third way is, when the fa^ which denote 

ttiifconduft, are lefs difputable, l^t are com-i 
mented upon with an afperity of cenfure, which 
a humane or a gracious temper would fpare : ad 
abhorrence againft what is- criminal, is fo fair' a 
plea for this, and looks fo like virtue in the 
face, that in a fermon againft rafh judgment, it 
would be unfeafonable to call it in queftioni 
an^ yet, 1 declare, in the fidleft torrent of ex- 
clamations which the guilty can deferve, that 
the fimple apoftrophe, V^Tio made me to dif- 
fefr: why was not I an example ?^*— would touch 
ttrf heart' more, and give me a better' earned of 
the commentators, than the moft' corrofive pe- 
riod you could add. The punifliment of the 
unhappy, I fear, is enough without it *, and were 
it not, 'tis piteoiDi, the tongue of a Chriftian'^ 
whofe religion is all candour and courtefy, flioald 
be made the executioner. We find in the dif- 
.courfe between Abi'aham arid the rich man, tho* 
the one in' heaven, arid ther other in hell,' 
ijet ftiM the patriarch ttfcited him With miM lan- 
guage : Son ! — Soti^ remember that thou in thy life-^ 
tiine^ 8<c. &c. — and in the difputc about the 
body of Mofes, bettureen the Archangel and the 
devil, (himfelf,) St. Jufle^ tells us, he durft notf 
bring a railing accufatiou againlt him ; — 'twas 

unworthy 
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unworthy bis high character, and indeed might 
have been impolitic too ; for. if be had» (as .one 

of our divines notes upon, the paffage) the devil 
had been too hard for him at railing, — 'twas his 
own weapon^ — and the bafeft fpirit8> after his ex- 

I ample, are the moft expert at it* 

This leads me to the obfervation of a fourth 
cruel inlet to this evil, and that is, the defire of 
being thought men of wit and parts, and the 
vain expectation of coming honeftly by the title^ 
by ftrewd and farcaftick refledions upon what- 
ever is done in the world. This is fetting up 
trade upon the broken flock of other people's 
failings,— perhaps their misfortunes 4b much 
good may't do them with what honour they can 

, get, the furtheft extent of which, I think, is 

to be praifed, as we do ^ome fauces, with tears 
in bur eyes : It is a commerce moft illiberail i - 
and as it requires no vaft capital, too many em* 
bark in it, and fo long as there are bad paflions^ 
* to be gratified, and bad heads to Judge, with 
fuch it may pafs for wit, or at lean, like fome 
vile relation, whom all the family is alhamed of,^ 
claim kindred with it, even in better companies. 
Whatever be the degree of its affinity, it has 
helped to give wit a bad name, as if the main 
eflence of it was fatire j certainly there is a dif« 

, fcrencc between biiiernefs and faltnefs^ that is, 
I between the malignity and the feftivity of wit j 

the one is a mere quickneis of apprehenfion, void s 
of humanity, and is a talent of the devil ; the o* 
ther comes down from the Father of fpirits, fo * 
pure and abflraCted from perfons, that willingly 
' it hurts no man j or if it touches upon an inde^ 
. \. corumn 
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Comm^ 'tis with that dexterity of true ^enius^ 
which enables him rather to give a new colbuf to 

the abfurdity, and let it pafs. He may fmiie at 
the ihape of the obeliik raifed to another's fame^ 
but the malignant wit will level it at once With 
the ground^ and build his own upon the ruins of 
it. — 

What tben^ ye rafli cenfurers of the worltl ! 
have ye no maiifions for your credit, but thofe 
from whence ye have extruded the right own* 

ers ? Are there no regions for you to ihine in, 
that ye defcend for it into the low caverns of 

abufe and crimination ? Have ye no feats 

but thofe of the fcomftil to fit down in i If 
Honour has miftook his road, or the Vir- 
tues in their excelles have approached too near 
the confines of Vice, .arc they therefore to be- 
caft down the pflscipice? Muft Beautt for 
ever be trampled upon in the dirt for one — one 
falfe ftep ? And fhall no one viriiic or good qua- 
lity, out of the thoufand the fair penitent may 
bave left,-— ihall not ofie of them be fuffered 
to ftand by her ? J ufl God of heaven and 
earth ! 

But thou art merciful, loving and righteouS| 
and looked dovirn with pity upoh thefe wrongs 

thy fervants do unto each other: pardon us, 
we befeech thee, for thcni, and all our tranfrref- 
fions J let it not be remembered, that- we were 
brethren of th^ fame fleihi the fame feelings and 
infirmities. O my God ! write it not down in 
thy book, that thou madeft us merciful, after 
thy own image ^ that thou haft given us a reli- 
gion fo courteous, fo good temperedj that every 

precept 



^cd by Google 



SERMON XVin. 



275 



precept of it carries a balm along with it to heal 
the forenefs of our natures, and fweeten our fpi- 
rits, that wc might live with fuch kind intcr- 
courTe in this worlds as will fit us to exift togc* 
thei in a better. 
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Acts xxiv. a6. 



lie hoped alfo^ that money Jlyould have been given 
him of Paul^ that hi might loofe him* 



A Noble object to take up the confideratlon 
of the Ronfan governor ! 
, — He hoped that money JJjould have been given - 

•* him /** ^Far what ciid ? to enable him to 

judge betwixt right and wrong !— and, From ^ 
whence was it to be wrung ? from the poor fcrip 
of a difciple of the €aq>en(ev'8 fony^ who tefc iio«« 
thing to his foltowers but poverty and fuiFerings. 

And was this Felix ! — the great, the noble Fe- 
lix 1 Felix the happy ! the gallant Felix who 

V kept DrufiUa ! Could hr do ihi& ?— ~Bafe paf- 

^ ' fion ! what canft Aou not make us do ? 

J^ct us confider the whole tranfaclion. 
Paul,, in the beginning of this chapter, had 
been accufed before Felix, by TertuUus, of very 
grierous crimes, — of bei^g a pelUlent fellow*-^ 
mover of fcditions, and a profaner of the temple^ 
tSJ'r. To which accufatioiis, the apoflle having, 
liberty from FelijL to reply^ he makes his defence 

A a. 2. fronv - 
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from "the loA to the aid rerfe, to this purport. 

He ihews him, firft, that the whole charge was 
rieiiitute. of all proof j which he openly challenges 
them t»-produce agalnft him^ if they had it; that^ 
on the contrary, be was fo far from being the 
mati Tertullus had reprcfented, that the very 
principles of the religion with which he then 
itood charged, and which they called herefy, led 
him to be the moR, unexceptionable in his con- 
du£l, by the continual exercifc which it dcmandec! 
of him, of having a confcience void of ofl'ence at 
all times, both towards God and man ; that con- • 
iiilently wkb this, his adverfaries had neither found 
* him in the temple difputing with any man, nei- 
ther raifing up the people, neither in the fyaa- 
}^gue or in the city; for this be appeals to them- 
* lelves :•— that ic was but twelve days (Tnce he came 
up, to Jerufiilem for to worfhip: — that during that 
. time, when he purified m the temple, he did it a& • 
became him, without noife, without tumult ; thia 
hie calls upon* the Jews who came from Afia, ancf 
were eye-^witnefl'es of his behaviour, to atte/1 j 
and, in a ward, he urges the whole defence before 
Feli3L in fo ftrong a manner, and with fuch plain ^ 
' and natural arguments, of his innocemre, as to 
leave no colour for his adverfaries to reply. 
• There was, however, Itill one adverfaiy in this 
coMrt,-»r-tbo' fiient,. yet not fatisfied. — 

— Spare thy eloquence, Tertullus I roll up tho 
charge : a more notable orator than thyfelf is ri- 
fca up, — T-'tis Avarice, and that too, in the 
moD: fatal place for the prifoner it could have ta-t 
ken pofleffion of,-^'tis in the h^vt of the man 
wliQ judges him. . . - . 

If Felix believed Paul innocent, and a£l:ed ac- 

cordtngly^ that, i^;^ fciesiXed huu withpiu reward., 
. * . ' ' this. 
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fSkh fubtile.adrocate toU faim, he #ouId lofecmr 
ttf .the profits of his* ero{>}oypaent--r«4md if he ac* 

Knowledgcd the faith of Christ, which Paul 
eccaponaily explained in his defence, — ^it^old him^. 
he might lofe the employment klelf: fo^'not^' 
vithTlajiding the cbara£ter of the apoftte appe^>«- 
ed (as it was) moft fpotlefs ; and the faiih he pro-»- 
fiilled lo very cicar^ that as he urged it, the heait 
gave its confcnt,^ — yet, at the fame time,' the pal'-4- 
§Q« rebelled, und Jh ^rong an^ intei?cft ^rarform** 
cd thereby, againll the firft impreflions in favour 
of the man and his caufe^ that both were dilmif« 
ied; the one to a more convenient heartng, vrhich- 
fi'eVep pame the oth^ to the hardlhips of a pri^^^ 
fon fpr two whcle years, hoping, as the text in- 
forms us, thai money fliould have been givei>- 
him and even ot^the lafl^ u^him.he left the pco**- 

^ Tince, wi|lliiig 40 dd the Jews a pleafure^«*-thaf • 
is, — ^^to ferve his intereft in anotlier fhape with 
all the conviction upon his mind, that he had done 
nothing worthy; of bo^d^ never4,h^&^.kft» 
riie holy man bound/ and configned oveT'lo the 
hopclefs profpeft of ending his days in the fame 
(late of confmemi^nx^. iiu, which hf^ had ungen^^i^ 
ro.ully left him- »j 

One u*ould. imaging, as leov^ilfncife ii>8 vie#* 
not naturally cruel in itfelf, that there muft cer-^ 
.tainlv have been a mixaireof other motives in the 
governpur's breail, to account for^ a- proceeding fo^^ 
> oontrary toJmmanity and bis own' convi&ion ; and 
could it be of ufe to raife conjectures upon it, there 
fcems but too probable grounds for fuch a fuppo- 

^ Ction* It feems that Drufi 11a, whofe cuxiolity, 
upon a double account,, had led her fa bean Paul^ 
—•(for ftie was a daughter of Al>rabam-^SwelI ajl 
of £ve} — was a character, which might have iigu- 

iLa. 5. . red. 
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red very wcil even in our own tlmea : for as Jchr 
fephus telb Wp (he bad kfl tbe lew ber hufband^ 
and without any pretence in their law to juftify a 
divorce, had given herfclf up without eercmony. 
to I'elix ; for which caufe^ tho' ihe is btFe calJed 
bis wifcf flie- m r«aiba aad jitflke tbe wife of 
another man, and eonfequently Uved m an. opeii 
liate of adultery. So that when Paul, in explain- 
ing tbe.faith of CuKis 1^ took oecaiiou to argue 
upon the morality of the gofpel^.- and urged the 
eternal lawa of Jufticc, the iiBchangcaUeob]}ga<»' 
tioi|s to temperance, of whith cliallity was a 
branch, k waaliarcc polfible to iranie hisdiicourfe 
jby (bad be ^wilhed to temporize) but that eirheo 
htr intereft or ber love mutt have taken offence^ 
;and tho' wedo not read, like FeUx, that fhe trern- 
bled at the account^ 'tis natural to* imagine ih^ 
w^ affe&ed wi^ other pafliotis, of which the a«* 
yoftle might feel tbe «fFed8-^and 'twaa 'well .be 
fufFered no more, if two fuch vioknt enemies ^ 
luft and avarice wexe combined aganit him. ^• 

But this by^the way^ for as the text feems 
mAy to acknowledge one of thefe motives,, it ia 
not our bufinefs to allign the other. 

It is obfcrvable, that this lame apoflle,. fpeak- 
iiigi in« \m. epiftle to Timothy, of the ill eilcd^ 
<pf> tbiflr ibmt ruling p^^iion, affirms, that it is the 
root of all evil y and 1 make no doubt but the ic^ 
men^bjrancef of his own fuficrings had no fniaii. 
^ lhare in the feverky of the nefled^ion. — ^Infinitck 
are the- examples,^ wbere the love oCmoacy onlfi 
ii fubordinate and. miniilerial paffiony^xercifed for 
the fupport of feme other viees^ and 'tis generally- 
founds when, therje is either ambition, prodiga^ 
Sty,.* OF luft> tx> be fed by it^ that it then^ragea 
ywh the Icafl mercy and diiwietion ^ in vfhich 
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€0ik9f ftriOlf fpeakiiigt it is not the root of otkev 
cvi4s, but otner evils are the root of ft. 

Thii) forces me to recal what I have faid upow 
covetoulncls, as a vice Rot nataraily cruel ; it is not 
apt to feprefent ttfelt to oar inragYiiatioiis^ at firft 
fight^ umler that idea ^ we eoniider it only as z 
fnean^ wonhleis turn of mind, incapable of judg- 
ing or doing what is right ; but as it is a vice which 
does not ahrays fet tip for itfelf, to know truly 
what it i8 4n this refpe^, we maft knew what ma-* 
flcrs it ferves; they are rnanv, and of various caft 
and humoujrs,. and each one lends rt iometliing of 
its owni complexional tint and character » 

ThiSy I fiippofe,^ may be the eaufe that there 
is a greater and more w^hirafical myftery in the 
love of money, than in the darkeit and moftnon-^ 
tenfieal problem th&it ever was pored on. 

Even «t the heft) and when the paffion feemt- 
to feek nothrng more than its own amufemenry 
there is little- — very little, I fear, to be laid for 
its humanity. It may be a fporc to the n^ifer^ but 
confider, it muil be death and deftni£lion to o» 
thers. The moment this fordid hiumour begins 
to govern — farewell all honeft and natural affedli- 
ens ! farewell all he owes to parents, to childrerr, 
#0 frieiMls i-^how faft theoUigatiohs vaniih i fee \ 
—he IS now flripped of all feelings what evert 
the flirill cry ol Juftice, and the low lamentati- 
on of humble^ diitrefs^ are notes equally beyond 
Jiis eompaftir^' Eternal God I feei< — ^he paiTes by 
©ne whom thou haft juft bruifed, without one pen* 
five reflection ; he enters the cabki of the wi*» 
dow whofe bulband and child thou haft taken to 
l^yfelf^ exaAs his bond^ ^^ithout a figh i' Heaven I 
Vi I am to be tempted, — ^ler it be by glory, by 
aaabiuon^ b][ iome geueiou^ and noianly vice; . 

if 
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if I muft fall, let it be by fome paffion whicHr. 
I^ou haft planted in mj nature, which lhali not: 
harden mj leart^ but learn me room at laft to^ 

retreat ancf 'tomc back to thee. * 

It would be eaiy here to add the common argu«- 
afient6 which' reafon ofiets againft this vice | but 
they are' fo well underftopd^ both ih m^ei^ lindl 
form, — it is needlefs.. 

I might cite to you what Seneca fays upou it— ^ 
tut the niidfortune is, that at the fame time he; 
was writing againft riches^ he was enjoying 31 
great eftate,' and ufing every means to make that 
ettate Itill greater. ' . 

With iniinite pleafutc might a preaclfer ennch« 
fits difcourfe in this place, by weaving into it alfi 
the fmait things, which ancient or modern wins; 
have .faid upon the love of money ; . he might 
iftform you> 

~— That Poverty want^ feme things — thatr 

* covetoufnefs wantetn all." 

That a miler can only be faid to have riches-,, 
as a iick man has a fever, which holds and ty*; 
rannizcs over the man — not he over it J*. 
" That covcioulncfs is the lliirt of the foul,—*- 
the laft vice it parts with.** 

That nature is ccmtent with few thinjgs,— — * 
or that ndture is never fatisfied at all, (stcJ* 
•The refleftion of our Saviour, T^hat the life 
Jtf man conftfeth not in the abundance of the things^ j'* 
nohich he pojfejfethy fpeaks more to the heart — — 
and the fingle hint of the Camelyznd what a very' 
narrow paflage he has to go, has more coercion^ 
in it, than all the fee-faws of philofophy. 

- 1 (hall endeavour therefore to drawfuch other. re— 
fle£lions from this piece of facred ftory, as are appli^- 
^cable t€ l;iuman life^ and more likely to be of ufe.. 

' 'Ileie 
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There is nothing generally in wbich our hap-« 
pinefs and honour are more nearly concerned^ * 

than in forming true notions both of men and 
things I for in proportion as we think rightly of 
them, we approve ourfelves to the worlds and .as 
we govern ourfelves by fuch judgments^ fo we fe* 
cure our peace and well being in pafling through 
It : the fiilfe fteps and miicarriages in life, ifTuing 
from a dcfe£t in this capital pointy arc fo many and 
fatal, that there can be nothing more inftr.u&ive 
than an inquiry into the caufes of this perver(ionj 
which often appears fo very grofs in us, that were 
you to take a yiew of the world, fee what notions 
It entertains, and by what cohfiderations it is go*" , • 

verned, you would fay of the miftakes of hu-J^ . 

man jiuigmcnt, what the prophet does of the fol- 
ly of hunxin aftions, — That wetvere ivife to d: 
^ evil^ but to jitdge rightly^ bad m underJJanding.*^ • 
That in many dark and abftra£led queftions of 
mere fpeculation, we fliould err — is not ftrange : 
we iive amongil: myileries and riddles^ and almoft 
every thing which comes in our way, in one light 
or other, may be faid to baffle our underftand-ti- 
inr^s, yet fcldcm fo as to miflake in extremities^/ 
and take one contrary for anoiher \ 'tis very rare^. 
for inftance, that we take the virtue of a plant to- 
be hot, when it is extremly cold, or, that we try 
the experiment of oj)ium to keep us waking \ 
yet, this we are continually attempting in the 
CQndu£k of lifcj as well as in the great ends and 
meafures of it. That fuch wrong determinations 
in us, do not arife from any defed of judgment 

inevitably mifleadiug us, would refitt^ diC- . 

honotir upon God $ ^s if he had made and fent 
men into the world on purpofe to play the fooL 
Huj all-bovatiful lxa.tidj^ made bis judgment, like 

his. 
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his heart, upright ; and the inflaiices of his fa- 
gacity in other things^ abundantly confirm it ; 
tre are led therefore in courfe to a fuppofition^ 
that in all inconfiftent inftances, there is a fecret 
bias, fonie how or other, hung upon the mind, 
Mi^hich turns it afide from reafou and truth. 

What this is, if we do not care to fearck for 
it in curfelves, we fhall find h regfftered. in this 
tranfaftion of Felix : and we may depend, that 
in all wrong judgments whatever, in fuch plain 
cafes a8 this, that the fame explanation muft be 
given of it, which is given in the text, namely,, 
that it is fome felfifh confideration — ^fome fecret 
dirty engagement with fomc little ap|)etite^ wbiclk 
doe$ us lo much difhonom*. 
- The judgments of the more diffnterefled and 
impartial of us, receive no fmall tinfture from 
our afieftions : we generally confult them in all 
doubtful poiiit8, and it happens well if the mat* 
ter in queftion is not almoft fettled, before the 
arbitrator is called into the debate ; but in the. 
more flagrant inftances, where the paiTions go» 
vern' the whole man, 'tis melancholy to fee the* 
office to . which reafon, the great prerogative o£ 
his nature, is reduced ; fer\ ing the lower ap- 
petites in the diflionelt drudgery of finding out ar-» 
guments to juftify the "prefent purfuit. 

To judge rightly of our own wwtb, we (hontd^ 
retire a little from the world, to fee all its plca- 
fuies^r— ^ind pains too, in their proper fize and 
dimenfions ; this, no doubt,, was the reafon St»< 
Paul, when he intended to convert Felix, began 
his difcourfe upon the day of judgment, on pur- 
pofe to take the heart oft' from this world ^nd its 
j^leafucesj^ which diflionour the undexftapding, fo 

as* 
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to turn the wifeft of men into fools and chil-^ 

dren. 

If you enlarge your obfervations upon this 
planj you will nnd where the evil lies which ha| 
fupported thofe defperate opinions, which hav^ 
fo long divided the Chriftian world, and are 
likely to divide it for ever. 

Confider popery well i you will be convinced, 
^lat the trueft definition which can be given of it, 
18^— That it is a pecuniary fyftem, well contrived 
to operate upon mens paffions and weaknefs, 
whilft their pockets are o'picking : run through - 
all the pc^nts of difference between 'us,-«-*-and 
when you fee, that in every one of them, they 
ferve the fame end which Felix had in view, ei- 
ther of money or power, there is little room left 
to doubt whonee the douid arifes^ which is fpread 
over the underftanding. 

If this reafoning is conclufive with regard to 
thofe who merely differ from us in religion, kt 
118 try if it will not hold good with regard t» 
thofe who have none at all, or rather, who 
affect to treat all perfuafions of it, with ridicule 
alike* Thanks to good fenfe, good manners^ 
and a more enlarged knowledge, this humour is 
going down, and feems to be fettling at prefent, 
chiefly amongft the inferior claffes of people- 
where it is likely to reft : as for the loweft ranks, 
tho' they are apt enough to follow the modes of 
their betters, yet are not likely to be ft ruck with 
this one, of making merry with that which is 
their confolation ^ the^ are too ferious a fet of 
poor people^ ever heartily to enter into it.-— 

There is enough, however, of it in the world, 
to fay, that this all-facred fyftem, which holds 
the lyorld in harmony and peace, is too often 
tfie firft ohje&p that the giddy and inconfide* 

rate 
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rate make choice of to try the temper of their 
wits upon.' Now, 6f the numbers who make 

this experiment, do you believe that one in <t 
thoufand does it from conviftion^ or from ar- 
guments which a courfe of ihidyi much cool 
reafonhig, and a Ibber inquiry* into antiquity, 
and the true merits of the queftion, has furnifhed 

him with? Ihc years and way of life of the 

mod forward of thefe, l^adLus to a difiereat ex* 
planatton* 

Religion, which lays fo many rcftraints upon 
us, is a troublefome companion to thofe who will 
]^ay no reftraints upon themfelves i and fpr this 
reafon^ there is nothing more commcm to be ob- 
ferved, than that the little arguments and cavilSi 
which fuch men have gathered up againft it, in 
the earlv part of their lives, how confiderable 
foever mty may have appeared, when viewed, 
through their pamons and prejudices, which give 
an unnatural turn to all objefts ; yet, when the 
edge of appetite has been worn dovm, and tbe 
beat of the purfuit pretty well over, and realbn 
4mA judgment liave got pofleffion of dieir. em- 
pire — ' • 

— ^They feldom fail of bringing, the loil ilieep 
badk to bis fold. > 



May God bring us all there, jitmn. 
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JfnJ ncfi many days afhr^ the younger fon gathered" 

all he had together^ and took its journey into a far 
country.^ 

I KNOW not whether the remark is to our 
honour or otherwife, that leflbns of wifdom^ * 
kave never fuch power over us^ as when they are. 
wrought into the hearty .through the ground-* 
work of a ftory which engages tne paifions 19 it 
thcit we arc like iron, and nnift firll be beared 
before we can be wrought upon ? or^ Is the heart 
to in love witli ^dcceit^ that where a true^ report 
will not reach it) we Aiuft^ cheat it with a fablc^i 
in order to come at truth ? 

Whether this parable of the prodigal (for fo it 
k ufuaily called) is really fuch, or built upon 
fome ftory known at that time in Jerufalem, is - 
not much to the purpofe \ it is given us to en-^ 
large upon^ and turn to the bcfl moral account 

we caru 

fi b 2 A certain 

« 
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A certain man, fay$ our SaviouiI) had two 

fons, and the younger of them faid to his fa- 
*^ ther^ Give me the portion of goods which falls 
t0 me : and he dirided unto them his/ubftance* 
And not many days after, the younger fon ga- 
thered nil together and took his journey into a 
far country, and there wafted his fubftance with 
riotous living.'^ 

The account is ihort : the interefting and pa* 

thetick pallhges with which fuch a tranfaflion 
would be ncceflarily connected, are left to be 
fupplied by the heart : the ftory is filent— ~but 
nature is not : much kind advice, and many a 
tender expoftulation would fall from the father's 
lips, no. doubt, itpon this oecafion. 

He would diflbade his fon from the folly of fo 
f afh an enterprize, by ihewing him the dangers 
of the journey, the inexperience of his age, 
the hazards his life^ his fortune, his virtue would 
run, without a guide, without a friend: he 
would tell him of the many fnares and tempta* - 
tions which he had to avoid, or encounter at eve- 
ry ilep, the pleafures which would folicit him in 
^very luxurious courts the little knovrledge he 
could gain— except that of evil : he would fpeafcf 
of the lcdu£lions of \yomrn, their charms, their 
poiforisj what helpkfs indulgencies he might give 
way to, when far from reftraint^ and the check ol 
giving his father pain.- * 

The difluafivc would but inflame his defire. 

He gathers all together. 

■ ' I fee the pifture of his departure ; — — the 
tamiels and ailes loaden with his fubftance, de*-^ 
tached on one fide of the piece, and already on 
their way : the prodigal fon Handing on the fore- 
ground, with a forced fectatencfs^ ftruggling againft 
- * the 
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flutterinig movement of joyi upon bis deliver^ 
ance from reftraint : the elder brother holding his 

hand, as if unwilling to let it go : — the fa .lier,— - 
fad moment ! with a firm lapk^ covering a prophe- 
tick fentiment^ that all wduld not go well with 
^ his child," — approaching to embrace him, and 
bid him adieu. Poor inconfiderate youth ! From 
whofc arms art thou flying ? From what a fhelter 
art thou going forth into the ftorm ? Art thou wea- 
ry of a father's affedion; of a father's care? or, 
Hopefl thou to find a warmer intereft, a truer coun- 
fellor^ or a kinderjriendy in aland of ilr angers, 
where youth is made a prey, and £6 many thoufanda 
are confederated to deceive them, and live by their 

fpoils? 

We wiU feek no. further than this idea, for the 
extravagancies by which the prodigal fon added - 
one unhappy example to the number: .his fortune 
wafted, the followeis of it fled in courfe, the wants 
of nature remain, — the hand of God gone forth 
againit him, — Fgr wien be hud /pint all, a tnigkty 
• famine arofe in thai rMM/ry.'~Heaven I have pity 
upon the youth, for is in hunger and diftrefs, 
ftrayed out of the reach of a parent, who counts ^ ^ 
very hour of his abfence with anguifli, cut off from 

. all nis tender offices, by his folly, and from relief and 
charity from others, by the calamity of the times. 

Nothing fo powerfully calls home the mind as- 
diftrefs : the tenfe fibre then relaxes, the foul re- 
tires to kfelf, fits pcnlive and fufceptible of right 

' impreflfions : if we have a friend, 'tis then we 
think of him ; if a benefaflor, at that moment 
all his kindneflcs prefs upon our mind. Gracioqb 
and bountiful God I Is it not for this, that they 
who in their profperity forget thee, do yet rerneni— 
hfij: and return to thee in the hour of their forrow f. 

li b 3 Whfii: 

« 
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When our heart i$ in heavineldt. upon whom com 
wc thiok hut thee, who knonreft our necdfiacs alinr 
i>fF, putteft all our tears iit: thy bottle^ feefi every 
careful thought, hcarell every ligh. and nielan?- 
choly groan we utter. 

Strange !— thai we ihould only begin to think 
of Goo with comfort, when with joy tmd com^ 
fprt we can think of nothing elfe. 

Man (urely is a compound of riddle^ and con«* 
tradidions ^ by the law of his natuce, he avaids 

pain, and yet, unlej} he fuffers in the JUJhj he vnll 
not ceafc from fin ^ tho' it is fure to bring pain and 
-fnifery upon his head for ever. 

^W^ilft all went pleafurably on with the pix>di- 
gal, we hear not one word concerning hit 
« father, no pang of remorfe for the fufterings in 
which he .had left him, on refolution of returning) 
to make^up the account of his folly; hisfirft hoof 
of diftrefS) feemed to be his (irft hour of wifdom : 

When he came to hwifelf \ he faidy Hoiu many 

hired fervants of my father Ixive bread tmn^b and 

Of all tbe terrbrs of nature, that of one day or 

another dying by hunger,, is the greateft; and it is 
wifely woye into our frame, to awaken man to in* 
duftry, and call, forth^ his talents ; and tho' we . 
feem to go on carelefly, fporting, with it as we do 

^vith other terrors yet, he that fees this enemy: 

iairly, apd in his moil frightful fliape, will need 
no long r;Bmonftrancc;i to n)ake> him turn out of 
the way to avoid him. 

It was the cafe of the prodigal — Jhe arofe to go 
l^nto his father. — 

——Alas J how.lhall he tell his (kury ?• Te who 
l^ave trod this round, tell me in what words he 
flrall give in to his father the fad Items of his ej> 
and folly ?, . . ^TUi 
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• L T he feafts and banquets which he gan; to 
wbf4e ctticf in tli^ eaft, the eofts of Aiiatic ra^ 

rities, and of Afiatic cooks to drefs them, the 
expences of fmging men and finging women, 
the flute, the harp, the fackbut, and of all kinds 
of mufick^he dreis of the Perfian courts, how 
magnificent ! their flaves, how numerous ! their 
chariots, their horfes, their palaces, their furni* 
ture^ whjit immenfe fums they had devoured I 
what expedations from ftrangers of ccinditioa i 
what exaftions ! 

How (hall the youth make his father compre- 
•hend, that he was cheated at Damafcus by one 
of the beft men m the world ; that he bad lent si 
part of his fubftance to a friend at Nineveh, who 
had fled off with it to the Ganges 9 that a whorei 
of Babylon had fwaUowed his beft pearl, and a- 
ttointed the whole city with his balm of Gilead ; 
that he had been fold by a man of honour for 
twenty ftiekels of filver, to a worker in graven 
kns^es ; that the images he had purcha£^ had 
profited him nothing; that they could not ho 
tranfported acrofs the wildernefs, and had been 
burnt with fire at Shufan ; that the apes* and 
peacocks, whicii he had fent for from Tarfis^ 
lay dead upon* His hands ; and that the mummies 
had not been dead long enough which had been 
brought him out of Egypt : that all had gone 
wrougj fince the day he forfook his fatherV houfe^ 

—Leave the ftory ^itwill be told mor€ 

Concitdy.-'^—When he was yet afar of\ his fa^ 

ther faw hwu Compaffion told it in three ' 

im>rds— Jell upon his neck and kijed him. 

Great. 
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Great is the power of eloquence ; hut never is 
it fo mat as when Jt pleads altmg with nature^ 

and the culprit is a child ftrayed from his duty^ 
and returned to it again with tears : Cafuifts may 
fettle the point as they will : But what could a 
' parent fee mof e in the account, than the natural 
dne, of an ingenuous heart too open for the 
world, finitten with ftrong fenfations of pleafures, 
and fiiffered to fally forth unarm'd into the midft 
ef enemies fixonger than himffslf i - 

Generofity forrows as much for the oveiv 
matched, as pity herfelf does. 

The idea of a fan £0 ruined, would double the 
. lather's careffes ; every effufian of his tendernefr 
would add bitternefs to his fon*s rcmorfe.- ■ n 
" Gracious heaven ! what a father have I render- 
, ed miferableP' 

And be faid^ I haw finned agaitijl heaven f and in 
thy fight ^ and am no mere worthy to be called thy fon. 
' But the father faidy Bring forth the bejl robe. 

O ye afie^ions ! how fondly do you play at 
crofs-'puipofes with each other ? > ' ^ Tis the na* 
tural dialogue of true tranfport : joy is not me- 
thodical ; and where an offender, beloved, over- 
charges itfelf in the offence,~— words are toq 
cold ; and a conciliated heart replies by tol^eas of 
^fteem. 

• And he faid unto his fervants. Bring forth thf • 
be/i rsbe^ and put it on him i and put a ring on his 
iandt and Jhaes on his feet^ asul bring hither the fat^ 
ted calfy and let us eat and drink and be merry. 
■ When the affeftions fo kindly break loofe, Joy 
is another name for Religion* 

We look up as we tafte it : the cold Stoick. 
wiihout^^when he hears the dancing and the mu-*. 
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fick, may afk fullenly, (with the elder brother)^ 
- What it means? and refufe to enter: but the 
humane and compalTionate all fly impetuoufly to 
the banquet, given for a Jon who was tUati and U ; 
aKve again ^— who was lojt and is founds Gentle 
fpirits, light up the pavilion with a facred fire; 
and parental love, and filial piety, lead in the malk 
vith riot and wild feftivity i Was it not for this,^ 
that God gave man muuck to ftrike upon the 
kindly pafTions — that nature taught the feet to 
dance to its movements, and, as chief governefs 
of the feaft, poured forth wine into the goblet^ to 
crown It with gladnefs ? 

The intention of this parable is fo clear from 
the occafion of it^ that it will not be neceflary to 
perplex it with any tedious explanation : it was 
defigned by way of -indired rcmonftrance to the 
Scribes and Pharifees, who animadverted upon 
our Saviour's condu^, for entering fo freely 
into conferences with finners, in order to reclaun 
' them. To that end, he propofes the parable of 
the (hcpherd, v/ho left his ninety and nine flieep 
that were fate in the fold^ to go and feek for one 
flieep that was gone aftray, telling them in other 
places, that they who were whole, wanted not %' 
phyfician, — but they that were fick : and here, 
> to carry on the fame leflbn^ and to prove how 
acceptable fuch a recovery was to God, he relatea 
this account of the prodigal fon, and his welcome* 
reception. ' 
• I know not whether it would be a fubie^ of 
much edification, to convince you here, that our 
Saviour, by the prodigal fon, partieuhirly 

. pointed at thole who were fitmers of the Gentiles^ 
and were recovered by divine grace to repentance 
' . a nd that by the ddcr brother) he intended ast 

manifeftly 
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manifeftly the more fr<iwafd of the Jews, wh^ 

envied their converfion, and thought it a kind of 
vrrong to their primogeniture, in being made iel* 
low-heirs with them of the promifes of God. 
• Thefe Iife8 have been fo ably fet forth, in fa 
many good fermons upon the prodigal fon, that 
I fliall turn afide from them at prefent, and con- 
tent myfelf with fome reflections upon the fatal 
paflion which led him, and fo many thotifands 
after the* example, to gather all had together^ and 
take his journey into a far cowiiry. 

The love of variety, or curiofity t)f feeing new 
things, which is the fame, or at leaft a (iftor paf* 
fion to it, feems wove into the frame of every . 
fon and daughter of Adam j we ufually fpeak of 
k as one of nature's levities, tho' planted within 
us, for the foltd purpofes of carrying forwards the 
mind to frefh inquiry and knowledge : ftrip us of 
it, the mind (I fear) would doze for ever over 
die prefent page : and we ihould all of ns-reft at 
eafe with fuph objeds as prefented themfelvea 
^ in the parifli or province where we firlt drew our 
breath. 

' It is to this fpur which is ever in our fides, that 
we owe^he impatience of this defire for travelling : 

the paffion is no way bad, but as others 
in its milmanagement or excefs : order it rightly,. - 
the advantages are wcrch the purfuit ; the chief ^ 
' which a re to learn the languages, the la^s 
and caftoms, and underftand the governriient and 
iutereft of other nations, to acquire an urbani- 
ty and confidence of behaviour, and fit the mind 
more eafily for converfation and difcourfe; ta 
take us out of the company of our aunts and grand- 
mothers, and from the track of nurfery miltakcs \ 
and by fliewing us new ^ obje^s, or old ones in 

new 
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new lights^ to reform owe judgment— by tafting 
perpetually the varieties of nature, to know what 

is good by obferving the addrefs and arts of 

men, to conceive what is Jincere^-^d by feeing, 
tbe difference of lb many varioii» hrnnours and 
manners — ^to look into ourfelves, and form our 
own. 

* This is fome part of the cargo we might re^ 
turn with) but the impulfe of feeing new 

fights, augmented with that of getting clear 
from all leflbns both of wifdom and reproof at 
home^-^arries our jouth too early but^ to turn 
1^ venture to mucn aecount $ on the contrary, 
if the fcene painted of the prodigal in his travels, 
looks more like a copy than an original, — will 
it not be well, if fuch an adventurefi with fo 
imp fomififng a felting mit,— -widiout ^or/^— » 

without compafs, be not caft away for ever,—* 

and may he not be faid to efcape well — if he re- 
turns to his country, only as naked as he firft left- 
it? 

But you will fend an able pilot with your fon 
-^fcholar. — 

If wifdom can fpeak in no other language but 
Greek or Latin,— you do wsll—or if mathema* 

ticks will make a man a gentleman, — or natural 
philofophy but teach him to make a bow, — he 
njay be of fome fervice in introducing your ion 
into, good fodedtSf and fupporting him in Aem 
when he has done : — but the upfliot will be gene-' 
rally this, that in the moft prefling occafions of - 
addreis«--tf he is a mere mon^ of resuUng, the no- 
happv youth will hani die tutor to carry,-HUKl 
not tne tutor to carry him. ' • 

But you will avoid this extreme ; he fhall be 

^J^xted jbjF who kmw tke worlds aot mitte^^ 

. ly 
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ly from book^^lnif from hi& owa cxperienee : 
——a man who has been employed on fuch fcr- 
vices, and thrice made the tour of Europe^ %uUk 
^uccefs— 

, — ^at isy without breakiiur owo^ or hit 

pupil's neck for if he is fuch as my eyes have 
ieen ! feme broken Suolfs valet de chamhre^ — fome 
general undertaker, who will perform the joumeT 
in fe many months i.f God permit'' — imico 
knowledge will not accrue ; — fome profit at lead— 
he will learn the amount to a halfpenny, of eve- 
ry ft^e fi'oiti Calais to Rome \ he will be carried 
to the beft inns, inftm^d where there is the 
beft wine, and fup a livre cheaper, than if the 

i'outh had been left to make the tour and the 
]targain himfelf. I^ook at our governor ! I be* 
feech you : — fee, he is an incfa.taller as rdates 
the advantages—- 

— And here endeth his pride, bi^ knowledge, 
and his ufe« 

. But when ^our fon gets abroad, he will be ta-. 
ken out of \m hand, by his fociety with men of 
rank and letters, with whom he will pafs the 
greateft part of his time. 

Let me oK^rve, in tbefirft place, that com- 
pany which is really good, is very rare— and very 
fhy : but you have furmountcd this difficulty ; 
and procured him the belt letters of reconunen* 
dution to the. mod eminent and refpeAable in .e- 
very capital* 

And I anfwer, that he Will obtain all by them, 
which cpurtefy ftri£Uy ftands obliged to pay on 
fuch occafions,«-^iut no oiore. 

There is nothing in which we are fo flmch de* . 
ceived, as in the advantages propofed from our 
connexions ^nd diii^rfe with the literati, &c. in . 

foreign 
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foreign parts ; efpecially it the experiment is made 
before we are matured by years or ftudy. 

Converfation is atraffick ; and if you enter into 
it, without fome flock of knowledge, to balance 
the account perpetually betwixt you — the trade 

drops at once : and this is the reaibn^ how^ 

€ver it may be boafted to the contrary, tvhy tra- 
vellers have fo litrle (efpecially pood) converfation 
Avith natives, owing to their fufpicion, or perhaps 
ccmvi&ion^ that there is nothing to be ettra£^ed 
from the converfation of young itinerants, worth 
the trouble of their bad language, or tj^e interrup- 
tion of their viiits. 

The pain on thefe occafions is ufually reciprd- 
cal ; the confcquence of which is, that the dif- 
appointed youth fceks an eafier fociety ; and as 
bad company is always ready, and ever lying in 
wait, the career is foon finilned ; and the poor 
prodigal returns the {hmeobjc<^ of picy^ with the 
prodigal in the gofpel. 
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NATIONAL MERCIES 
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Deuteronomt VI. 20, 21. 

Atld ivhm thy Jon ajheth thee in time to come^ f^yi^gj 
IF Bat mean the tejiimonies^ and the Jlatutesy and 
the judgments^ which the Lord our God hatdf 
corr^manded you P then thou Jhalt fay unto thy fon^ 
We were Pharaoh's bond/men in Egyft^ and 
the Lord brought us out of J^gypt with a mighty^ 
hand* 



THESE are the words which Mofes left as a 
Handing anfwer for the children of Ifrael to. 
give their pofterity^ who in time ta come might 
hecome ignorant or unmindful of the many and 
great mercies which God bad rouchfafed to their 
forefathers ; all which had terminated in that one^ 
of their deliverance out of bondage. 

Iho' they were dire&e^ to fpeak in this man<* 
ner, each man to hisfon, yet one'cannot fuppofe, 
that the direftion fliould be neceffary for the next 
generation — for the children of thofe who had 
be^A eye-witneffes of G o d's Providences : it • 
does not feem likely, that any of thenl (hould ar- 
rive to that age of reafoning, which would put 
them upon alking the fuppofed queilion, and not 
bej lon|( bcfore^hand, inftru&ed in the .anfwer^ 

C c 3 Every ' 
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Every parent would tell his child the hardfhips of 
his captivity, and the amazing particulars of his 
deliverance : the feory* was iioi uncommon^ fo full 
of wonder, and withal, the recitaf of it would 
ever be a matter of fiich tranfport, it could not 
poiEbly be kept a fccret : the piety and gratitude 
of one generation would anticipate the curiofity 
of another *, their fons would learn the ftory witn« 
their language. 

This probably might be the cafe with the firft 
or fecond race of people, but in procefs of trme> 
things might take a dHFeretlt turn: a long and 
utidiflurbcd poflefTion of their liberties, might 
blunt the fcnfe of thofc providences of God,. 
which had procured them, and fet the remem* 
brance of' all his mercies, at too great a diftafice 
from their hearts. After they had for fomc years 
been eafed of every real burden, an excefs of 
freedom might make them reftlefs under every 
imaginary onje, and amongft others, that of their 
religion : fwm thence they might feek occafion 
to inquire into the foundation and fitnefs of its^ 
ceremonies, its ftatutes, and its judgments^ 

They might a(k. What meant fa many com-^ 
mands in matters which to them appeared indif- 
ferent in their own natures ? What policy in or- 
daining them I and, What obligatioQ could there* 
ly upon reafonable .creatures, to compTy with a 
rftultitude of fuch unaccountable injunctions, fc 
muvorthy the wildom of God ? 

Hereafter, poihbly, they might go further 
lengths ; and tho' their natural bent wa^ general* 
ly towards fuperftition, yet fome adventurers, as 
is ever the eafe, might fleer for the oppofite 
coaft, and as they advanced, might difcover that 
all religions^ of what denominations or eom^ 

j[)lexions 
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pJexions foever, were alike. That the religion of 
their own country in particular, was a contrivance 
of the Prieft8 ahcl Levites ; a phantom drefled oat 
in a terrifying garb of their own making, to keep 
weak minds in fear: that its rites and ceremo- 
nies, and numberlefs injun&ions, were fo many: 
difierent wheels in the fame political engine, put 
in, no doubt, to amnfe the ignorant, and keep, 
them in fiich a (late of darkneis, as clerical jug- 
gling requir(!s. 

' That as for the moral part of it,—* tho' it was^ 
unexceptionable in itfelf, yet it was a piece of in* 

telligence they did not ftand in want of ; men 
had natural reafon always to have, found it out,^ 
and wifdom to have pra&ifed withont MofesV 
affiftance. 

Nay, poflibly, in proccfs of time, they might 
arrive at greater improvements in religious con* 
troverfy ; — when they had given their fyllem of 
infidelity all the ftrength it could admit of from 
reafon, they might begin to embcllifli it with' 
fome more fprightly conceits and turns of ridi* 
cule. 

Some wanton Ifraelite, when be bad eaten ami 

was full, might give free fcope and indulgence 
to this talent ; as ari^uments and fober reafon*- 
ing failed, be might turn the edge of his wit a* 
gainft types and fymbols, md treat all the myfte* 
ries of his religion, and every thing that could 
be fcud upon fo fVrious a fubjccl, with raillery an4 
mirth : he might give vent to a world of pleafan* 
try upon many facred paiTages of his law: he 
might banta* the golden calf, or the brazen fer- 
pent with great courage, — and confound hinifelf in 
the diitintiions of clean and unclean lieaiis, by 
the deiperate tiilm of his wit againii them« 

He 
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He could but poffibly take one ftep further ; 
when the iaml which Howed with milk and honey, 
had quite worn out the imprefTicms of his yoke, 
and hleffing9 l^gan to ouiltiply upon his hands, 
he might draw this currous conclufion, that there 
was no iieing who was the author and beitower 
of them, — but that it was their own arm, and the 
migbtinefs of UrmlitiSh ftrength which ha^ put 
them, and kept them in pofleffion of fu itiuch 
happinefs. • 

C5 Mofesl how would thy meek and patient 
Iptrit have been put. to the toiture hj fuch a re« 
turn? If a propcnfity towards fuperftition in the 
* Ilraelites, did once betray thee into an excefs of 
anger, that thou thieweft the two t^hlea out of* 
thy hands, which. Go o had wrote, and carelelsly 
hazardedft the whole treafore of the world, 
with what indignation and honeft anguifh wouldft 
thou have heard the fcoifings of thofe who denied 
the band which brought them forth, and faid. 
Who is God, that we ihould obey his voice? 
With what force and vivacity wouldft thou have 
reproached them with the hiitory of their owi^. 
aatipn: tbsrt if too free an enjoymmt of Gon^s 
bleffings, had made them forget to look back-- 
wards, it was neceflary to remind them, thnt their 
forefathi;^^ were Pharaoh^s bondimen i;i Egypt, 
without profp<j^ of deliveninlce; that tbk chains 
of their captivity had been fixed and rivetted by 
a fuccelFion of four hundred and thirty years, 
without the interruption of one ikru^gleior theic. 
liberty : That after the expiration <S thae hope* 
ful period, when no natural means farourH the 

event, they ^vere fnatchcd, ahno(t aj^ainlt their 
o>vn wills, out of the hands of their oppreflbrs,^ 

and led through an cttan of dangji;rS|^ to the po£. 

feflion 
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feiTion of a laiid of plenty t that this change in 
their afi^irs^ uras not the produce of chance or 

fortune, or was it projected or executed by any 
achievement or plan of human device, which 
might foon again be defeated by fuperior ftrength 
or policy from without, or from force or acci- 
dents from within, from change of circumftances^ 
humours and paflions of men, all which generally 
had a fway in the rife and fall of kingdoms^— 
but that all was brought about by the power and 
goodnefs of God, who faw and pitied the af- 
fliflions of a diftrefled people, and by a chain of 
great and mighty deliverances, fet them free from 
the yoke of oppreffion. . ' 

That fince that miraculous efcape, a feries of 
fuccefles, not to be accounted for by fecond caufes,^ 
and the natural courfe of events, had dcmonftra- 
ted not only G o d's providence in general, but 
his particular providence and attachment to them ; 
that nations, greater and mightier than they, were 
driven out before them, and their lands given toi 
Aem for an everlafting pofleffien* 

This was what they ihould teach their children, 
and their children's children after them. — Happy 
generations, for whom fo joyfal a leflbn was prc- 
' pared ! happy indeed t had ye at aH times known 
to have made the nfe of it, which Mpfes continu-* 

ally exhorted,—^ dranuing tiigh unto Gody *witb 
uU sour hearts J who had been fo nigh unto you. 

And here let us drop the argument, as it re« 
fipe£^s the Jews, and for a moment turn it toward$ 
ourfelves: theprefentoccafion, and the recollefti- 
on which is natural upon it, of the many other 
parts of this complicated bleffing vouchfafed' to 
vs, fince we became a nation, making it hard to 
defift uonpi f«ch an applic^JCion. . r 

I hcgiiSk 
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I begin with the firft in order of time, as well 
a|S the greateft of national deliverances,-— our de- 
liverances from darkneis and idol^xXY^ by the cobh 
▼eyance of the light which Chriftianity brought 
with it into Britain, fo eariy as in the life-time of 
theapoftles themfelves,— -or, at fur theft, not many 
years after their death. 

Tho' this might feem a hlefluig conveyed and 
offered to us in common with other parts of the 
world, yet when you refledl upon this as a re- 
mote corner of the earth in re£pc£k to Judeai 
its fituation and inacceffiblenefs as an ifland ; the 
little that was then known of navigation, or Car- 
ried on of commerce J the large ttzOi of land 
which to this day remains unhallowed with .the 
name of CHttisT, and almoft in the neighbour^ 
hood of where the firft glad tidings of bim were 
founded :'*-on^ camiot but adore the goodnefs of 
pOQs and remark a more particular Providence 
ins sis conveyance and eftablifliment here, than 
amongft other nations upon the continent, — where, 
tho' the oppofitions from error and prejudice were 
fqa^ it had not thefe natural impediments to 
encounter* 

Hiftorians and ftatcfmen, who generally fearch 
every where for the caufes of events, but in the 
pleafureof Him who difpofes of them, jmay nul&e 
different refle^ons upon this. They may con« 
fider it *s a matter incidental, brought to pafs by 
the fortuitous ambition, fuccefs and fettlement oS 
the Romans here ; it appearing that in Qaudi*^ 
us'si^ign, when Cbriftianity began to get foot* 
ing in Rome, that near eighty thoufand of that 
city and people were fixed in this ifland : as thit 
Uiad^ a free commuaication betwixt the' two p]a« 
ceSf the way fdr the gofpel was in .(oi|r& Qp^, 

and 
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and its tranfition from the one to the other, natu- 
ral and eafy to be accounted for — and yet, never*- 
[ thelefa^ providential. God often fufFers us to 
^ puffue the devices of our hearts^ whilft he turns 
the coiirfe of them, like the rivers of waters, to 
bountiful purpofes. Thus^ he might make that 
purfuit of glory inherent in the Romans^ the en^ 
gitfe to advance his own, and eftaUifli it here : 
he might make the wickednefs of the earth to 
work his own righteoufnefs, by fufFering them to 
^vander a while beyond their proper bounds, till 
his purpofes tfere rtilfitled, and then put his hoot 
into theirnojlrilsj and lead thofe wild beafts of prey 
back again into their own land. 

Next to this bleiling of the light of the go^e)^ 
we muft not forget that by which it was prderved 
from the danger of being totally fmothered and 
cxtinguifhed, by that vaft fwarm of barbarous na- 
tions, which came down upon us from the north, 
and ihdok the world like a- tempeft % changing 
names and' cuftoms, and language and govern- 
ment, and almoft the very face of nature where- 
ever they fixed. That our religion (hould ^e pre«-^ 
ferved at ttU, when every thing elfe feemed to 
perifh, which was capable df change,— or, tBat it 
fhould not be hurt under that mighty weight of 
ruins, beyond the recovery of its former beauty 
and ftrength,— the whple can be afcrtfaed to no 
caufe fo likely as this, That the fame power of 
aGod which fent it forth, was prcfent to fupport it, 
vrhen the whole frame of other things gave way. 

Next in degree to this mercy or preferving 
Chriftiteity from an utter extin£Hon, we muft 
reckon that of being enabl^-d to preferve, and free 
it from corruptions, which the ruft of time, the 
'fibufi^s of meo, and the natural tendency o£ all 

things 
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tilings to degetiertcy, which are trufted to jthemi 

had from time to time introduced into it. 

Since the day in which this reformation was be- 
^un^ by how many (Irange and critical turns has 
at been per £e£^ and banded down, if not entirely 
uuithoiit fpot or ivrinkley at leaft, without great 
blotches or marks of anility- 
Even the blow which was fuffercd to fall upon 
it ftiortly after, in that period where our hiftory 
looks fo unlike herfelf, ftained, Mary, by thee, 
and disfigured with blood ; — can one reflect upon 
it, without adoring the Providence God, which 
So fpeedily fnatch^ t|^e fword of perfecuticm out 
of her hand, makipg her reigo as ihprt as it was 
inercilcfs! ' *• ' 

If God then made us, as he did the Ifraelites, 
fuck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the 
flinty rock, how much more iSgnal was his mer- 
cy in giving them to us without money, without 
price, in thofe good days >Yhich followed, when 
a long and a wife reign was as n<eceflary to build 
up our church, as a fl^t one was before to fave 

it from ruins. 



^1 he bleffing was neceffary,- 

a nd it was granted* 
God having multiplied the years of that renown* 

ed princefs to an uncommon number, giving her 
time, as well as a heart, to fix a wavering per- 
fecuted people, and fettle them upon fuch a foun- 
dation as muft make them happy ; the touch-ftone 
by which they are to be tried, whom Go p has 
cntrufled with the care of kingdomsi^ 

Blefled be thy glorious name for ever and ever^ 
In making that teftfo much eafier fbr the Britifh^ 
tbatf other princes of this earth; whofe fubjefts, 
whatever other changes they have felt, have fel* 
dom happened upon Uiat of changing their mifery, 

and 
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and it is to be feared, are never likely, fo long as 
they are kept fo itrongly bound in chains of dark* 
n^Sf ' a nd chains of power. 

Ftmn both thefe kinde.of erils, vhich are alni#ftr 
naturally connected together, how providential 
waa our efcape in the fucceeding reign, when ail 
die dioice blood was befpoke, and freparatdons 
made to oflFer it up at one facrifice f 

I would not intermix the horrors of that black 
projected feitival, with the glories of this; or name 
the forrows of the next reign, which ended in the 
6ibverioA of mir eonftitntion, was it not neeeflarv 
to purfue the thread of our deliverances througfr 
thofe times, and remark how nigh God's Provi- 
dence was to us in them both, by prote^ng us 
fmoi the ime, in as fignal m manner as be reftored , 
us from the other. 

Indeed, the Fatter of them might have been a 

Cylefs matter of remembrance to us at this day, 
id it not been confirmed a bleiling, by a fuc- 
ceeding efcape, which fealed' and conveyed it fafe * 
down to us : whether it was to corrc£l an undue 
fenfe of former bleifing8j~— or to teach i^s to re« 
Ae6t upon the number and value of them, hy 
threatening us with thedeprivation of them, 
we were fufFercd, however, to approach the edge 
of a precipice, where, if God had not raifed up a 

deliverer to lead us back ^all had been lofta - 

Ae arts of Jefiiitry had decoyed us forwards, or* 
if that had -failed, we had been pufhed down by 
open force, and our deftrudion had been inevi« 
table. 

* The good eoniequences of that deliverance are- 
fuch, that it feemed as if Goo had fufFered our 
waters, like thofe of Bethefda, to be troubled, to 
make them afterwards more healing to ns; iince: 
, Vol. IV. Ud . ' to> 
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10 the Account of that day's Meflbig, we charge 

the enjoyment of every thing fince, worth a free 
man's living for,--; — —the revival of our liber ty^ 
our religion ; the juft rights of our liiiigSi— -<uid 
the juft rights of our people^ ■ a nd along with 
all, that happy provifion for their continuance, 
for which we are returning thanks to . God this 
day. . 
' Vtt us do it, I befeech you, in the way which 
becomes wife men, by purfuing the intentions of ^ 
his bleiBngs, and making a better ufe of them 
than our forefathers, who ibm^imes .iibemed.ta 
grow weary of their own happinefa : ' l et us ~ 
rather thank God for the good land which he has 
given us ; and when we begin to profper in it, 
and have built goodly boufes, and dwelt therein, 
^ a nd when our filver and our gold is. multi- 
plied, and all that we have is multiplied, let the 
inflances of our virtue and benevolence be multi- 
plied with them, that the great and mighty Goo^ 
'who is righteous in all his ways, and holy in ail * 
his works, ma^ in the laft day of accounting with 
us, judqfe usL wojrthy of the mercies we have re- 
ceived.- 

In Tain are days fet ^part to celebrate fucce&ful 
occurrences, unlefs they influencis a nation's mo- 
rals— —A finful* people never can be grateful to 
God,— r — nor can they, properly fpeaking, be 

loyal to their prince ; they cannot be grateful • 

to the one, — -becaufe they live not under a fenfi» 

of his mercies, nor can they be loyal to the 

other, becaufe they difengage the Providence of 
God from taking his part,— — «nd then giving a 
heart^to his adverfaries to he intractable.— — 

And therefore, what was faid by fbme one, 
That every ,fin was a treafon againil the foul, 

^ . may 
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may be applied here;— That every witked man 

is a traitor to his king and his coimtry. And 
whatever flatefmen may write of the cauies of the 
rife and fall of nations; for the contrary reafontp 
a good man will ever be found to be the beft pa- 
triot and the bcft fubjeft : and tho' an individual 
may fay, What can my righteoufnefs profit a na- 
tion of men ? it may be anfwered. That if it 
(hould fail of a bleffing here , i t will have <me 
advantage, at leaft, which is this, 

It will f^ve thy owu fouli which may Cod 
.grant* Amn* 
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